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Happy New Year!  
From Your Church Staff at Pineville First United 

Methodist 
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 
I don’t know about you, but I am not much for making New Year’s resolutions anymore.  I      
believe it is mainly because of my past success record – or should I say, my failure record, which 
is 100%! Maybe it’s because I plan to fail.  I didn’t really tell anyone what my resolution was, so 
when I failed to keep it, I didn’t have to explain it to anyone. If I did slip and tell someone what 
my resolution was, they would often ask me later in January how I was doing with keeping it.  I 
would hem and haw, and offer all kinds of excuses as I sheepishly admitted my shortfall.  I guess 
my heart wasn’t in it. 
 
It’s not that I can’t keep resolutions.  On the contrary, I am very faithful in making and keeping 
certain resolutions (commitments) that I have made. I have made them public.  I have shared 
them with others.  I am happy to share my progress. I am faithful to the resolution I made to     
follow Jesus Christ with my life.  I am faithful to the resolution that I made to love Rhonda and 
to be faithful to her when we exchanged vows as husband and wife.  I am faithful to the         
resolution to answer the call of God on my life to serve Him in full time ministry. 
 
Maybe the deal with resolutions is more of a chronos thing than a kairos thing.  You might know 
that chronos time is the progressive passing of moments, minute by minute and hour by hour.  
(What time is it? It is 5:02 pm on Wednesday, December 21, 2011.)  Kairos time is God’s timing 
for an event or something to happen – the right or perfect time.  Even though dates might be    
involved in our most important life resolutions, I believe each of them has more to do with God’s 
timing than a date and time on a calendar or a clock.  It was simply time to make that resolution 
and live it out. 
 
Maybe this New Year is the kairos time for you to make a resolution to draw closer to God and 
follow Jesus Christ more faithfully.  Make a resolution that means something to you, not         
because it is the time of year (chronos), but because God is calling you to a closer walk with Him 
and it is time (kairos) for a change. I know you will be faithful to keep this kind of resolution.  
Just put your heart into it. 
 
Blessings for a Happy New Year, 
 
Mark 

From the Associate Pastor... 
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Community News 

Missions 2011: Our Sharing Tree helps 22 Local Families 
 

A great big THANK-YOU to all the members of FUMC/Pineville who took a name from the    

Sharing Tree and bought gifts!  We were able to help make Christmas a bit brighter for 22 families 

(77 individuals) this year. We also invited them to visit our church and gave them a packet of     

information about our schedules and activities. 

 

Thanks to our volunteer drivers and navigators: Denise, Michael and Henry Martin, Jane and 

Reggie French, Beth, Carly and Tate Bratcher, Bob and Abby Sebastian, Bob and Linda Nash, 

Travis Vallee, Fred Hagaman, and Will Glass. 

 

Thanks also to Jay Quinton and Amy Masters who helped with phone calls, paperwork, and last 

minute glitches! 

 

Wasn’t it fun to see all the presents gather along the windows of our hallway? It was a great      

opportunity for lots of parents to explain the importance of helping others to their kids, too! 

 

Until the next project, thanks from your Missions Committee! 

Lorrie McKay, Chair 

Abby Sebastian,  Ann Parvin, & Min Hong, Sharing Tree Project 
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Nursing Home Friends 
Regency House– Joe Crouch 
Hilltop Nursing Center– Vera Williams, Jessie Martin 
The Oaks– Nell Adams, Yvonne Aucoin 
Kingsley Place– Mildred Miller, Betty LaBorde 
Lexington House– Bob Wilson 
Oak Haven– Louise Henderson 
Naomi Heights-  Joyce Shafer 
Marigold House— Helen Malette 
Out of State— Charles & Fayma Goodgame, FL;  John Maurin and Willa Vee, TX 

Homebound Friends  

 —Erik Murphy           —Alan Babcock              —Alex Smith                  
 —Nicholas Bordelon  —Richard Wirfs             —Stephen Lee  
 —Chad Reeves           —David Miller, Jr. 
— Tannelle Graham Summerall   

Sincere Sympathy To: 
                    Bill Butcher on the loss of  his wife, Dianne                 

 
 

                 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Betty Laborde  

Esme Lipscomb 

Elaine Beck 

Myrtis McConnell     

Marcy Bowen  

Bill & Judy McDonald 

Bill Butcher  

Ralph McMaster 

Geneva Clark  

Welby & Bernie Misner                   

Lois Credeur   

Kathleen Smith 

Oran & Marilyn Daniel 

Jackson Tolbert        

Cecil & Margaret Hammond               

Shirley Hinton  

 

 

Remembering Our Military 
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                                 “THANK YOU” FROM THE PASTORS 

 

Once again, We would like to thank everyone for the many cards,       
goodies, and gifts we received during the Christmas season.  We would 
especially like to thank everyone who contributed to the Staff Christmas 
Gift.  You were very generous and we are very  appreciative.  It is great to 
be a part of such a caring and generous  congregation.  We pray that God 
will bless you richly in the New Year. 
Thanks again, 
Mark & Rhonda Martin, Ricky & Marie Willis 
 

 

                        NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS FOR THE PATH 
 

On January 16 & 17, four different Neighborhood Meetings will be held 
for those who attend The Path.  The Neighborhood Meetings will be held 
in members’ homes to:  

Meet one another and visit with Pastor Mark in an informal setting;  
Talk about The Path – where we have been and where we hope to go;  
Consider being a part of a small, spiritual growth group. 

Watch the January 8th Weekly for locations, dates and times. 
 

 

 

 

           MEXICO MEETING GATHERING 
 
On Saturday, January 21, at 5:00 PM, Willie Berman, the 
VIM  Coordinator for missions to Mexico, will be at our 
church to share with us the latest   information about 
what God is doing in Mexico and to update us on our 

church’s mission there in  October.  He will be available to answer      
questions and to meet with anyone interested in learning more about 
Mexico.  We will have a potluck supper, so plan on coming to welcome 
him!   
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IMPORTANT:  

YOUTH PARENT MEETING   
SUNDAY, JANUARY 22—-3:00PM 

 in Pairs and Spares 

3rd Annual  
Youth Fundraiser 

Soup & Chili COOK-OFF! 
Sunday, January 29   
11:00AM-1:30AM 

Tickets: $7 
 

(Each ticket includes a bowl of chili or soup,  
crackers, tea, & dessert) 

 
Dine-in or Take out! 

 
It’s a Showdown for the title of best soup or chili in the church!    

ALL Proceeds go to pay for GAS to travel to Bigstuf Camp  
in Florida and Convergence in Baton Rouge this summer! 

 
EVERYONE is invited to participate!  Bring your crock pot of soup 
or chili to the gym on the day, give it a fancy name and get ready to 

compete with other friends in the church! 
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Sunday 

 January 22 

4-6 pm  

For all 3rd and 

4th Graders!! 

Meal, God time, 

games, crafts, 

Sunday  

January 15th 

For all 5th and 6th  

Graders!! 

Meal, God time, 

and Games 

Come join the 

fun!!! 

Resumes on January 11th. 

All kids ages 3-6th grade 

are invited. 6:15-7 in the 

Children’s Wing. 

Remember..if you are in 

grades 2,3, or 4...if you 

can recite the Books of 

the New Testament..you 

will receive a prize!! 

Mark your Calender:  

Girls Pajamas Party 

Friday February 3rd 7-9 pm 

Wear your pj’s ...we will have 

fun food, do fabulous hair 

styles, manicures, and have a 

special lesson on“true 

beauty”. 

For all girls ages 2nd grade-

6th grade. 

Children’s Wing 

Boy’s Night 
out 

Friday 
 February3rd 
7-9 pm in the 

gym 

For boys ages 2nd grade—6th grade. 
Come have pizza and play basketball 
and other games with just the guys. 

 
There will be a special lesson on 

living the way god wants us to !! 



    

8  

Welcome New Members! 

 

 

JOHN AND MARSHA REED 
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 Well, this is a fairly easy article to write.  I am writing this a few days past “Home for the 

Holidays” so I’ll start there.  John and Carla Sewell did an outstanding job facilitating the program.  If 

this was your first year or tenth year seeing the program, I am sure of a few things; you laughed, shed 

a tear or two, sang along and had a nice cozy evening singing favorite Christmas songs around the 

piano.  So many people were instrumental (get it?  Instrumental?  Oh, never mind) in putting this great 

night of music together, I will not mention names for fear of omitting someone.  Everyone is to be 

commended!!!  Thanks to all. 

 

 Thanks to the “Grace Notes” Hand Bell Choir, Sue Lee, Director;  the Children’s Choir, Judy 

Gross, Director; the parent’s, grandparent’s and guardians of the children; the brass ensemble; the 

Chancel Choir; and Connie Gates for the huge sacrifice in singing for both traditional services on De-

cember 11th.  Many of you have asked, “Why can’t we have music like that all the time?”  Well, get-

ting that many people together at one time can be like herding cats.  Sorry choirs, that might not be the 

best way to put that, but I think you all know what I mean.  When it all comes together, it is wonderful, 

but the process to get to that point is, well, yep, still like herding cats.  We will do it again.  One note, 

3 members of the brass ensemble were not members of our congregation.  Therefore, the proper thank 

you for their time and talent is to give them an honorarium.  So, if you would like to see and hear this 

type of music more often, it will take financial resources to make it happen.   If you would like to as-

sist, please let me know. 

 

 A huge thank you to Connie Gates and Frances Hurst for the beautiful Organ/Piano duets 

played during advent and Christmas. We never have enough time in the services to share all the music 

that we would like to, and we are grateful to our pastors for their encouragement in the area of music. 

 

 I want to again thank everyone for their assistance in decorating the Family Life Center, 

Sanctuary, and other areas of our facility.  It was beautiful!!  Now for the sad part.  I told you in the 

December newsletter, one of my favorite times of the year is when I walk into the sanctuary for the 

first time when it has been “decked out” for Advent/Christmas.  My least favorite time is taking it all 

down and putting the things in the boxes.  When I walk into what is still a very beautiful Sanctuary, 

I’m a little sad.  I miss the decorations.  So on Wednesday, January 4th, we need your help.  We are 

going to take it all down and store it for next year.  This part doesn’t take long at all if we have enough 

help.  Please plan on giving us just a bit of your time.  You can eat dinner in the FLC at 4:30 and then 

join us in the sanctuary at 5 or soon after and we’ll take it all down.  Please come and help us.  Thanks 

in advance. 

 So here we are, January 2012.  Seems hard to believe, doesn’t it?  A new year.A fresh start.  

Remember on December 11th when I was welcoming the brass players, bell choir, etc. I told you that 

this was the mass audition for joining the choir.  Well, the good news is, YOU ALL PASSED THE 

AUDITON!!! Yep, EVERYONE can join the choir.  So make a New Year’s resolution right now and 

join something new this year at FUMC.  Maybe (hopefully) the choir, but maybe a Bible or small 

group study, UMM or UMW; join a Sunday School class, join us on Wednesday night for dinner, 

serve on a committee you are passionate about, join the ushers or the greeters.  We need you.  We 

want you.  Find a place to serve this new year.  What would happen if every member and friend of our 

church just got involved with one new ministry this year?  Think of the possibilities.  Can we count on 

you to join us?  I’m looking forward to a fresh start and a blessed new year.  I am the church; you are 

the church; WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER.  Let’s join together and make this the BEST 

NEW YEAR for FUMC Pineville. 

 Have a Blessed, Healthy and JOYOUS NEW YEAR 

 Love, George 

 

Musically Speaking... 
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 SERMON SERIES 
 
 
 

THE PATH WORSHIP ï  
 

HEALING SERVICE AT THE PATH ON JANUARY 8TH  
 
On Sunday, January 8th at 8:45 am in The Path Worship in the Family Life Center, we 
will hold a Healing Service.  All those who seek God’s healing of physical, emotional, 
mental, spiritual or relational ailments are invited to come.  Invite others you know 
who are seeking God’s healing to join us and be a part of the service. 
 
THE PATH WORSHIP 3-PART MULTI-SERIES – LIVE THE MISSION 
Starting Sunday, January 15th, The Path will begin a 3 Part Multi-Series, Live the       
Mission, on how to live out the mission of our church.  Part 1 of the series will be, 
“Passionately Seeking to Know God.” 
January 15th – “Does God Exist?” – Genesis 1:1-2 
  Live the Mission Series Part 1: “Passionately Seeking to Know God” 
 
January 22nd – “What Is God’s Name?”  Exodus 3:13-14 
  Live the Mission Series Part 1: “Passionately Seeking to Know God” 
 
January 29th – “Knowing the Will of God” 
  Live the Mission Series Part 1: “Passionately Seeking to Know God” 
 
February 5th – “Knowing Jesus” – John 14:5-11 
  Live the Mission Series Part 1: “Passionately Seeking to Know God” 
 
Note: For more information on Live the Mission at The Path, go to the church website 
at www.pinevillefumc.org to download a brochure. 
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Business Administrator Notes... 
 

                                
 

 

Happy New Year!!    I hope everyone has a blessed 2012!!  

 

I wanted to share with all of you some insight as to the state of FUMC Pineville as we begin 

a new year.   

We were blessed with gifts in the general fund in the amount of $758,611.21.  This exceeded 

our budget expectations by over $3,000.  We expended $743,776.76 in budgeted expenses.  

This leaves us with a positive balance in the amount of $14,837.45.  I want to thank all of 

you for your generous giving in support of our church.  I also appreciate your helping me in 

my efforts to cut back on our expenses.  I feel very good with our end result for 2011.     

FUMC Pineville began 2011 with a debt on the Sanctuary of $502,744.04 and we end 2011 

owing $341,961.18. That represents a retirement of $160,782.86.  $110,346.25 was a result 

of the sale of dirt.  Truly a gift from GOD!  The debt on the Family Life Center stands at 

$1,011,399.38 reflecting a $27,710.26 reduction.   

Some other financial highlights for 2011;  

    2011 Louisiana Methodist Conference Apportionments paid in full 

    Sent our Youth to Big Stuff Camps in Florida 

    Served over 200 children during Vacation Bible School 

    Purchased 36 backpacks for underprivileged children 

    Fed over 300 during Share the Blessing 

    A new computer system for the Heat and Air 

 2011 has had its challenges.   We have spent close to $25,000 on repairs to our    

heating and air system.   The good news is that we begin 2012 with a lot of new compressors, 

motors and wiring.   Many churches in our state and around the country have had to let staff 

members go, cut out vital programs, stop having multiple services but we have managed to 

weather the economy and keep our church on a forward path.    You are all to be             

commended!!!   

Thank you all for your patience during my first year as your Business Administrator, I am 

thankful for the opportunity to serve FUMC Pineville.  Handling the business of a church can 

be tough at times but your love and support have certainly made it worthwhile.   Jennifer and 

I were overwhelmed with all the cards, gifts, and food during the Holidays.      

I look forward to 2012 as we together show everyone that we are a church that passionately 

seeks to know, love and serve GOD!! 

 

Frugally yours,  

Jay  
 

 

 

 


