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         FOREWORD 

 

     The Reverend Earl B. Emmerich, who made the first attempt at writing a 

comprehensive history of the Pineville Methodist Church (prior to 1940), noted the 

difficulty of pinpointing dates and events when relying on recollections of church 

members.  Rev. Emmerich found that it was common to have the same event presented 

differently by different individuals.  We have found the same problem with various 

written records that have been compiled over the years.  The records appear to be 

fragmentary and incomplete, and often events, even important ones such as fires and 

relocations, are seldom in agreement as to the date among the several source documents 

we have read. 

     Perhaps the important contribution any history makes is to honor the work and 

sacrifices of the people involved.  In over 130 years of history, The Pineville First United 

Methodist congregations have endured crises, weathered storms and celebrated great 

victories.  After all, the goal is Christ, and while the exact dates may be vague, the 

witness and the inspiration provided by the ministers and lay people in our heritage are 

real and concrete.  Our hope is that you will accept the dates as our best approximations 

and gain courage and hope for the future from the examples of ministry and stewardship 

found in the lives of the people called Methodist in Pineville, Louisiana. 

 

Kermit C. Cummings     



 

  

PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 

     At 6:30 p.m. on October 28, 1998, members, friends and distinguished guests of 

Pineville‘s First United Methodist Church banqueted in the Granberry Conference Center 

on the campus of Louisiana College to celebrate the congregation‘s 125
th

 anniversary.
1
  

Fred Tannehill chaired the committee that planned the grand occasion, Kermit Cummings 

served as Master of Ceremonies, and Pastor Emeritus Art Baker delivered the Invocation 

and Blessing.  Following a delicious meal, I spoke briefly about our history as a 

congregation, Bishop Dan E. Solomon gave a stirring address entitled ―Planting Again,‖ 

and Pastor J. Roddy Taylor eloquently shared his vision for the future of Pineville‘s 

FUMC.  The evening‘s festivities and celebration concluded with Cathy Powell 

delivering the Benediction.    

                                                 
1
Differing dates may be used in marking our congregation‘s origin.  The earliest 

documentation listing Pineville as a specific charge within the Alexandria District of the 

Louisiana Conference is found in the 1871 Minutes of the Louisiana Annual Conference 

(Methodist Episcopal Church, South); an unnamed ―supply‖ minister was to be appointed.  The 

following year, 1872, Samuel Armstrong became the first designated appointee to Pineville‘s 

pulpit.  Construction of the first church edifice to house the congregation probably began in 1873 

during the pastorate of Christian Keener.  
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     A congregation‘s 125
th

 anniversary is certainly cause enough for joyous celebration; 

however, an eagerly anticipated relocation to a new site and church structure made our 

banquet even more nostalgic and special.  The sale of church property along Highway 28 

East in Pineville, a tract of land that had been acquired earlier thanks to a generous 

donation from Norman and Lorraine Martin, and Louisiana College‘s agreement to 

purchase our church facilities and property at 101 College Boulevard, brought much of 

the revenue needed for the new church.  Of course, congregational pledges also played a 

vital role in defraying construction costs. 

     Approximately six months after our anniversary banquet, specifically on May 23, 

1999, the congregation gathered for its inaugural service in a beautiful new church 

located at 2550 Monroe Highway– the sixth facility to house the congregation over its 

long history.  Many members  sacrificed financially and gave generously of their time in 

making this dream a reality; fervent prayer was also offered and answered.    Displaying 

the shepherding skills and resolve of a dedicated pastor, the Reverend J. Roddy Taylor 

worked unceasingly in leading his flock to the new locale- no small task as only he, his 

wife Linda, and the Good Lord can fully appreciate! 

     In the grand scheme of things, I was to write an updated history of Pineville‘s First 

United Methodist Church to coincide with our 125
th

 anniversary celebration and 

relocation to a new site.  Nearly eight years later, this project is finally completed.  I like 

the alibi of stringent job demands serving on the faculty at Louisiana College– a Baptist 
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institution, no less!!–  as excuse for such tardiness; those who know me more than 

casually would contend this a mere ruse for inertia and procrastination!  Perhaps the truth 

lies somewhere in between. 

     Long before this study reached fruition, the Taylors moved to Minden in June 2002, 

where J. Roddy assumed pastorship over that community‘s First United Methodist 

Church.  Upon J. Roddy‘s departure, Ralph Ford became our new minister and he, along 

with his wife Paula, continued the tradition of strong and effective ministry that has 

blessed Pineville‘s FUMC.  As I finally conclude this history, Ralph departs for the New 

Orleans‘ district superintendency and Jon Tellifero, a former Associate Pastor here who 

grew up in the church, assumes duties as pastor in June.         

     This work owes much to information compiled and presented in two earlier studies–  

Rev. Earl B. Emmerich‘s Cycle of Years: The History of the First Methodist Church, 

Pineville, Louisiana, written in the late 1960s and chronicling the church‘s history up to 

1940, and Jeanne Burton‘s Sharing and Becoming, written in 1986 as an ―addenda‖ to the 

Reverend Emmerich‘s account and continuing the congregational history up to that date.  

All who are interested in our church heritage are indebted to the efforts of these two in 

preserving our past. 

     Kermit Cummings is another who contributed much to this volume.  A member of 

Pineville‘s FUMC for over thirty years who served in various positions of responsible 

leadership within the church until a recent move to Texas, he worked diligently in 
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extracting records and securing personal recollections of various members.   Dolores 

Brooks, church secretary, and Kathy Shea, dedicated volunteer office assistant, supplied 

Kermit and me informational updates for more recent years.  Thanks also go to my wife, 

Carol, who helped in typing the manuscript and Abigail Sebastian, who read parts of the 

original draft and made valuable suggestions.  I appreciate very much the efforts of all 

who assisted me in this project; inaccuracies that will inevitably come to light in the pages 

that follow are mine alone. 

     Kermit‘s ―Foreword‖  points out the hazards encountered while attempting to 

document some of the dates in the congregation‘s long and rich heritage.  More 

importantly, it offers a poignant reminder that our strong ministry in the community today 

rests upon the commitment, faith, and vision of many members who came before us.  

Their examples serve as inspiration and their conviction to the Kingdom of Christ 

remains alive and visible at First United Methodist Church, Pineville. 

 

William Simpson 

May 2006                                 
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CHAPTER ONE 

 

              ―ROOTS OF METHODISM IN LOUISIANA‖ 

 

     Prior to the United States‘ famous ―Purchase‖ from Napoleon Bonaparte in 1803, a 

French-influenced population and culture predominated in the region of modern-day 

Louisiana.  Over the course of the 18
th

 century, French and Spanish priests made modest 

gains in the spread of Christianity via Catholicism, but the relatively few clergymen and, 

aside from New Orleans, remote pockets of settlement left many without formal religious 

guidance.  This soon changed, for coinciding with United States‘ acquisition, an intense 

religious revivalism spawned on the Kentucky frontier sent many evangelical Protestant 

missionaries scurrying about the South and across the Mississippi River into 

Louisiana.[1]  Methodist ―circuit riders‖ were at the forefront of this widespread 

proselytizing endeavor.   

     Even prior to the Louisiana Purchase, American Methodism had already spread to the 

bustling little river port town of Natchez, Mississippi.  From its origin in 1716 as an 

outpost erected by Jean Baptiste LeMoyne (Bienville) to keep watch over the nearby 

Natchez Indian village, Natchez had been governed respectively by French, British, and 

Spanish officials before coming under United States‘ jurisdiction in 1798.  The very next 

year at the South Carolina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Bishop Francis 

Asbury appointed Tobias Gibson to trek to ―that far-off moral waste‖ and introduce the 
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tenets of Methodism.  Although the Reverend Gibson‘s best efforts failed to deter the 

numerous cutthroats and thieves who prowled the section along the river known as 

―Under-the-Hill,‖ he fared better in surrounding regions as several families were brought 

into the Wesleyan faith.  Gibson died in April 1804, perhaps disappointed that his labors 

failed to bear more spiritual fruit.[2]  Still, seeds had been planted and their yield would 

soon be broadcast across the mighty Mississippi! 

     It is difficult if not impossible to document the first Methodist preacher to venture 

west of the Mississippi into Louisiana; in all likelihood it was Tobias Gibson, who 

probably crossed the river on occasion during his ministry in the Natchez region to visit 

the Spanish post at what is today Vidalia.  Numerous sources maintain that Lorenzo Dow 

was the first to actually preach in Louisiana.  Among these Rev. John G. Jones, who in 

the late 19
th

 century compiled a two-volume work on Methodism, wrote that shortly after 

Gibson‘s death, Dow, Nathan Barnes, and Learner Blackman left Franklin, Tennessee on 

October 23, 1804, traveling the Natchez Trace bound for its terminus.  According to 

Jones‘ account, soon after their arrival in the Natchez vicinity, Dow crossed the river into 

Louisiana to secure horses to ride circuit and while there conducted several ―religious 

meetings.‖  Dow referenced this excursion in his own journal, but he made no mention of 

specific locales.[3]      

     While Lorenzo Dow may have delivered the first Methodist sermon west of the 

Mississippi River, Learner Blackman served as Tobias Gibson's appointed successor and 
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assumed responsibility for Methodist mission activity in Louisiana.  Because of its easy 

accessibility and large population, New Orleans seemed to Blackman the logical point at 

which to begin the crusade in behalf of Methodism.  A young minister named Elisha 

Bowman was recruited and dispatched to the crescent city to proclaim the good news of 

the Wesleyan tradition, but his initiatives brought so much opposition and ridicule that he 

soon abandoned the metropolis in search of a more receptive clientele.  Writing of his 

vexations to a friend, Bowman stated, "I accordingly on the 17th of December, 1805, 

shook off the dirt from my feet against the ungodly city of Orleans, and resolved to try the 

watery waste and trackless desert."[4]  His geographical metaphors referred to Acadiana 

and the region around Opelousas.  

     Bowman's trek into the hinterlands of Louisiana soon brought him to the Opelousas 

―district,‖ where he happened upon a Catholic church near present-day Washington with a 

"pair of race-paths at the church door" and "a few Americans swearing with almost every 

breath."  When the Reverend admonished the men for their profanity, they informed him 

that "the priest swore as hard as they did, played cards with them every Sunday evening 

after mass, and kept a race horse."  Although Bowman had earlier fled New Orleans in 

disgust, here he resolved to stand firm in the propagation of his faith.  Visiting and 

preaching in various nearby settlements over the next few months, he succeeded in 

establishing at Opelousas what is generally considered to be the first Methodist 

congregation in the state.  Learner Blackman made reference to the achievement when he 
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wrote that "in the month of August, 1806, I visited Opelousas and met with Brother 

Bowman, and administered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to the little society he had 

formed."  Opelousas is thus regarded as the "cradle of Methodism" in Louisiana.[5] 

     Before the end of 1806, Elisha Bowman and Learner Blackman traveled northward, 

preaching at various small communities and sites in what is today Avoyelles, Catahoula, 

LaSalle, and Ouachita parishes.  Never one to exaggerate success on the mission field, 

about one of the stops Blackman wryly observed:  "I attended a two days' meeting with 

Brother Bowman in Avoyelles settlement, at Mr. Baker's.  He has a fine family, and some 

of them are disposed to be religious."[6] 

     In the following year Thomas Lasley, another Methodist itinerant, came to the recently 

founded town of Alexandria on the Red River and wrote of the outlying region as the 

"most fertile I ever saw.‖  After departing Alexandria, Rev. Lasley journeyed up Bayou 

Rapides and continued on to the "Catahoula settlements," where he visited briefly the 

home of a ten-year-old destined to become a legend-- Jim Bowie.  Lasley found Bowie's 

mother "to be of the excellent of earth;" as for young Jim, he remembered him "at that 

time a civil young man."  Years later Bowie acquired an unsavory reputation as gambler 

and slave-trader.  He departed Louisiana for Texas shortly after the famous 1827 "Sand 

Bar" duel in which he killed Rapides Parish sheriff Norris Wright, allegedly with a knife 

that later bore his name.[7]  Bowie ultimately achieved martyrdom at the "Alamo" on 

March 6, 1836 when Mexican troops under Santa Anna stormed the old mission site  
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in San Antonio and gave no quarter. 

     Apparently the Bowie home on Catahoula Lake served as stopover for a number of 

early Methodist itinerants, at least until "Captain" Bowie, Jim's father, had enough of the 

Rev. James Axley.  According to Jacob Young, one of Axley's clergy companions, the 

elder Bowie withdrew his hospitality after Axley "had preached so much about hell, that 

his chimney had fallen down, and he would have him there no longer."  Mr. Bowie‘s 

crumbling chimney may have been more the result of a series of severe earthquakes that 

shook the lower Mississippi River valley in the early 19
th

 century than Brother Axley‘s 

sermonizing on Hades.  According to one chronicler, the violent quakes ―struck terror to 

the hearts of sinners and brought them flocking to the churches. . . . [But] when the earth 

stopped shaking, backsliding almost canceled out the gains, and in the long run the camp 

meets were more effective than earthquakes‖ in the  conversion experience.  If indeed the 

Reverend Axley drew Captain Bowie‘s wrath, he left a more significant legacy in the 

construction of a small log chapel near Catahoula Lake along Bushley Creek in or about 

1808.  Numerous sources refer to this little structure, "Axley Chapel," as the first 

Protestant house of worship west of the Mississippi.[8]  

     During Louisiana's "Territorial" era (1804- 1812), a period when national interest 

focused initially on former Vice President Aaron Burr's "conspiracy" and later on 

England‘s increasingly aggressive disregard for the young Republic‘s ―neutral rights‖ in 

trans-Atlantic commerce, an ever-growing cadre of circuit riders crossed the Mississippi, 
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spreading and sustaining Methodism as they went.  Quoting Rev. Earl B. Emmerich:  

"These men of God, called to blaze a trail in the swamp lands of Louisiana, were men of 

tremendous courage and faith.  Many of them died before reaching the age of 30 years, 

and those of 36 years of age were looked upon as old men."[9] 

     Richmond Nolley was one of the first circuit-riding "martyrs."  Born in Virginia and 

raised in Georgia, Nolley probably first entered Louisiana in 1812, the year of statehood.  

His early evangelistic efforts were not always well received, for while preaching at the 

courthouse in St. Martinville "some lewd fellows of the baser sort took him forcibly from 

the house" and only the intervention of a "resolute Negro woman" wielding a hoe rescued 

him from the mob.  Ultimately, however, Nolley's martyrdom came not at the hands of 

man but nature.  While fording rain-swollen Hemphill Creek near Jena in present-day 

LaSalle parish on November 25, 1814, he was swept from his horse but still somehow 

managed to reach the far bank.  Cold, fatigued, and physically debilitated as a result of his 

frequent fasts, Nolley succumbed to the harsh elements.  His body was found the next day 

about a mile from the stream; adjacent knee prints in the moist soil indicated that his last 

conscious act had been to kneel in prayer.[10] 

     Methodist preachers in early 19th century Louisiana often confronted physical threats 

and harassment with the same resolve that Rev. Nolley met death.  John Shrock, an 

acquaintance of Nolley's and described as "a man of very different temperament," 

encountered ruffians while preaching in Alexandria who threatened to "dunk him in the 
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Red River."  Not in the least intimidated, Shrock advised his adversaries that if they 

attempted to carry out their design "someone would surely get hurt."  Whether mere 

braggadocio or a serious warning, he went unmolested thereafter.  On another occasion, 

also in Rapides Parish, Methodist itinerant Uriah Whatley happened upon three 

pranksters, the first of whom addressed him mockingly as "Father Abraham," the second 

as "Father Isaac," and the third as "Father Jacob."  Tradition holds that Brother Whatley 

informed his hecklers they were all mistaken and that he was instead "Saul seeking my 

father's ass, and lo, I have found three of them."[11]  Boldness in the face of adversity and 

humor in response to ridicule are found repeatedly in the annals of Methodist clergymen 

riding circuit in Louisiana. 

     As a result of the many trials and tribulations endured by travel-worn circuit riders, not 

just in Louisiana but throughout the Old Southwest, some believed that bachelorhood was 

the preferred status for these wilderness apostles considering their rather Spartan lifestyle. 

 Acting upon this assumption, early on the Methodist Episcopal Church passed a 

resolution in annual conference that prohibited the election "to elder's orders any member 

of our body who shall marry within four years of the time of his admission on trial until 

four years after he was ordained deacon."  Momentum for favorable action on the 

resolution may have come from a case brought before the  conference concerning a pastor 

from the Alabama Circuit whose spouse was considered ―too gay and fashionable for a 

minster's wife."  The resolution banning marriage was seldom enforced and soon 
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repealed.[12] 

     Whether single, betrothed, or married, itinerants had already established a firm 

Methodist presence in Louisiana by the time Andrew Jackson's army soundly defeated a 

British invasion force threatening New Orleans in January 1815.  The removal of the 

British threat, coupled soon after with federal treaties that "relocated" many native-

Americans, led to a huge influx of settlers during Louisiana‘s "Antebellum" era.  The 

state's population soared from some 80,000 in 1812 to approximately 700,000 by 1860.  

Most immigrants came from the slave-holding states east of the Mississippi River and 

they settled mainly in central and northern Louisiana, where land remained more readily 

available.  The religiously-inclined among them brought a strong Protestant tradition; as a 

result, Methodist ranks increased rapidly.  On the eve of secession nearly 200 Methodist 

congregations were found in Louisiana, more than those of any other denomination 

including Catholic or Baptist.[13] 

     During these decades of growth, momentous events occurred that significantly 

impacted Methodism in Louisiana as well as nation-wide.  On the national scene, 

escalating debate over the institution of slavery produced not only political but also 

denominational fissures.  At the 1844 General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church, delegates voted to defrock Bishop James O. Andrew of Georgia because he 

owned a slave.  This action prompted various Southern conferences within the MEC to 

draft a plan for separation, and at the 1845 Louisville, Kentucky Convention the plan won 
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approval.  The following year, at a conference held in Petersburg, Virginia, the 

―Methodist Episcopal Church, South‖ was born.  The schism between northern and 

southern Methodists continued until reunification in 1939.  On the eve of separation,  

Rev. John G. Jones spoke for many when he lamented:  "Our hearts were burdened. . . .  

Our minds were filled with the distracted and unprecedented condition of our beloved 

church."[14] 

     In addition to establishing the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, delegates at the 

1846 Petersburg conclave authorized a new conference exclusively for Louisiana.  Until 

this time Methodist clergymen in the state had been under the jurisdiction of annual 

conferences in nearby states, the longest affiliation being with the Mississippi 

Conference.  The initial session of the Louisiana Conference of the MEC, South 

convened in the courthouse at Opelousas on January 6, 1847, with Bishop Joshua Soule 

presiding.  Before adjournment, approximately 50 ministers received appointments to 

various charges throughout the state's five "districts"-- Monroe, Vidalia, Alexandria, 

Opelousas (also noted as "Attakapas"), and New Orleans.  A "presiding elder" headed 

each district; collectively there were 34 white "circuits," along with eight black, two 

German, and one French "missions."  The Conference reported a total membership of 

4,715 whites and 3,329 blacks.[15] 

     On the eve of attaining their own state conference, Louisiana Methodists also became 

beneficiaries of an institution of higher learning courtesy of their denominational brethren 
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in Mississippi.  In 1839 the Mississippi Conference of the MEC chartered Centenary 

College, named in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of John Wesley's initial 

"Methodist" gatherings in England.  The college's original locale is a matter of conjecture. 

 Some maintain that the institution opened in Clinton, Mississippi; others question this 

assertion.  According to Walter Vernon, ―It is unclear whether the Methodists ever 

operated a college at Clinton.‖  It is clear that shortly after its inception, Centenary 

College functioned for several years in Brandon Springs, Mississippi before relocation in 

1845 to Jackson, Louisiana, where Mississippi Conference trustees had arranged purchase 

of the defunct College of Louisiana.  Centenary College remained at this site in East 

Feliciana parish until 1908, when it once again moved to the present-day campus in 

Shreveport.  Among the institution‘s many presidents, the famous writer, humorist, and 

educator Augustus Baldwin Longstreet served briefly in this capacity in the mid-19th 

century.  By 1860 the college boasted an enrollment of 260 students and a library of 7,000 

volumes.[16] 



 

  

     Although Centenary College is the only Methodist-affiliated school in Louisiana today 

that traces its origin to the antebellum era, other Methodist institutions no longer 

functioning were established prior to the Civil War.  Among them, Mansfield Female 

College in DeSoto parish was perhaps the most notable and enduring.  Reputedly the 

―oldest women‘s college west of the Mississippi River,‖ it opened in 1854 and within a 

year came under the auspices of the Louisiana Conference of the MEC, South.  The 

school continued operations off and on until 1930, when long-standing economic woes 

exacerbated by the Great Depression forced its closure.[17] 

     In broader context within American history, creation of the Louisiana Conference and 

 establishment of educational facilities that nurtured Methodist tenets coincided with 

increasingly ominous signs pointing toward sectional discord.  Acts of violence in the 

wake of partisan and provocative rhetoric spewed by extremists, plus uncompromising 

positions taken by abolitionists and states rights‘ advocates, soon culminated in the 

bloody turmoil of a four-year war in which Americans killed one another in wholesale 

numbers.  Louisiana Methodists, at least those of Caucasian hue, along with Catholics, 

Baptists, and other denominational adherents, generally embraced the ―cause‖ of the 

Confederacy and marched confidently into the fray, trusting in God‘s righteousness and 

seeking His blessings in whipping the Yankees.  At least some among these Louisianians 

marching off to war came from a little ―piney woods‖ community on the northern bank of 

the Red River opposite Alexandria.  No doubt a few of these lads and men from Pineville, 



 

  

not yet an incorporated town, embraced the Methodist faith.  Fewer still would return 

from the crucible of war, yet they were of the generation destined to build the first 

Methodist house of worship in Pineville– the progenitor of today‘s First United Methodist 

congregation.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

           CHAPTER TWO 

                 ―A CHURCH IS BORN‖ 

 

     People have been living within the area of modern-day Pineville for almost three 

hundred years, dating back to the establishment of a French outpost in the early 18
th
 

century on a bluff overlooking the Red River near what is today Rapides Cemetery.  A 

1769 Louisiana census commissioned by Spanish authorities reported 33 whites, 18 

slaves, and 44 Apalache Indians residing near ―Post du Rapides.‖  By the turn of the 

century increasing numbers of settlers were displacing the native-American population.  

In January 1800, Uriah Wiggins received a large Spanish land grant of approximately 800 

acres, located over much of present-day Pineville.  Soon thereafter, Adam Hoffman 

acquired most of Wiggins‘ grant.  Another early resident, Joseph Sollibellos, owned land 

near ―springs‖ about three miles from the river in what are now Iris Park and Indian Hills 

subdivisions.[1]   

     The population boom of Louisiana‘s antebellum era brought more and more residents 

to the Pineville community.  Because steamboats could not proceed beyond the Red River 

rapids during seasonal periods of low water, Pineville became an entrepot for those in the 

surrounding area north of the river who sought to ship their produce to a broader market.  

River commerce was by no means the only stimulus behind growth; many planters and 

affluent landowners in the Alexandria vicinity and along Bayou Rapides constructed 



 

  

summer retreats or cottages in the ―hills‖ across river in an attempt to escape frequent 

yellow fever and malarial epidemics.  Also, by the mid-1850s plans had begun for a state 

university at a site near Pineville.  When the Louisiana State Seminary of Learning and 

Military Academy, forerunner of LSU, opened in January 1860, superintendent William 

Tecumseh Sherman and four faculty members welcomed scores of cadets to the campus 

located near the present-day Veterans‘ Medical Center.  Superintendent Sherman resigned 

 the following January upon Louisiana‘s secession from the Union, and he ultimately 

wrought havoc on the Confederacy as commander of an invading army who pursued a 

―scorched earth‖ policy in waging war.[2] 

     In May 1860, shortly after the commencement of classes at the State Seminary of 

Learning, traveling newspaper correspondent J. W. Dorr reported that Pineville was a 

―somewhat sandy, flourishing village of five to six hundred residents. . . .‖  He noted that 

along main street there were ―two stores, an Episcopal Church, a good tavern, and a lager 

brewery, which supplies a fair article of that weak potation to the thirsty sons of the 

fatherland, who are in considerable fore [sic] hereabouts.‖  The ―weak potation‖ must 

have quenched the thirst of a wide clientele, for some years later the editor of the 

Alexandria Democrat commended the Methodists of Pineville for taking the initiative in 

organizing a local temperance movement.[3] 

     Although few in number, Methodists had been among the early 19
th

 century 

immigrants to the little settlement across the Red River from Alexandria.  When the 



 

  

Rapides Circuit of the Methodist Episcopal Church was established on the eve of 

Louisiana statehood, itinerant preachers began to make regular treks into Pineville and 

surrounding habitations.  By 1825 there were approximately 110 Methodists, black and 

white, throughout the circuit‘s entire jurisdiction; it would take another forty years for 

that number to double.[4]  Since minutes of the annual conference listed only Alexandria 

separately from all other charges in the Rapides Circuit until 1871, it is impossible to 

ascertain with any degree of accuracy the number of Methodists in Pineville during these 

decades. 

     The denominational brethren across river in Alexandria constructed their first house of 

worship about the same time that the Louisiana Conference of the MEC, South was 

established in 1847.  Located at the corner of Third and Washington Streets, this church 

was ―a neat one-and-a-half story frame structure in Gothic style‖ with bell tower and 

spire.  It burned, along with most of Alexandria, on May 13, 1864, when Union forces in 

retreat down the Red River torched the town.[5]  

     Several historical ―sketches‖ prior to this study make reference to a Methodist church 

in Pineville long before the Civil War.  A pamphlet published just prior to the 

congregation‘s move to the College Boulevard site in 1952 noted that ―according to the 

most accurate information obtainable, the Methodist Church was organized in Pineville in 

1837.‖  However, it lamented the absence of records in verification.  In another account, a 

report prepared in 1954 on the Methodist Cemetery in Pineville, Willie Wynn White 



 

  

quotes the following from an earlier article submitted by Elaine Brister to the Pineville 

News: ―Another of the cemeteries is that of the Methodists, within whose grounds a  

church was built almost a quarter of a century before the Civil War‖ (author‘s italics).[6] 

 Maybe there was such an early Methodist edifice, but in all probability J. W. Dorr‘s 

rather detailed description of Pineville in 1860 would have noted another church in close 

proximity to Mount Olivet Chapel, the aforementioned ―Episcopal Church‖ completed in 

1857 adjacent to what would later become the Methodist Cemetery.  Conceivably, a 

church built some twenty years earlier could have burned or otherwise been destroyed 

prior to Dorr‘s observations. 

     While there is no extant documentation of a Methodist church in Pineville before the 

Civil War, Louisiana Annual Conference records do in fact identify the various ministers 

of the Rapides Circuit who preached in and around Pineville during the late antebellum 

era and 1860s.  R. J. Harp, P. H. Diffenwierth, W. H. Turnley, John Harmon, A. E. 

Goodwyn, C. J. Halberg, Uriah Whatley, and Robert Parish all rode circuit in the 1850s.  

J. A. Bradley, Parish again, William Lenfield, Henry O. White, James A. Ivey, and T. S. 

Collier were among those traveling the circuit in the 1860s.  Not until 1871 did Pineville 

appear as a separate charge in annual conference records; an unnamed ―supply‖ preacher 

was appointed to serve both Alexandria and Pineville.  In January 1872, at the 26
th

 session 

of the annual conference meeting in Monroe, Samuel Armstrong became the first 

specifically designated appointment to the Pineville congregation; he also served as 



 

  

minister of the Alexandria flock of Methodists.[7]           

     Little is known about the Rev. Armstrong‘s one-year pastorate, other than he 

ministered to a small group.  Conference records for 1872 show only 62 members in both 

Alexandria and Pineville;[8] it may be assumed that the majority of this number 

worshiped in the larger town.  Where our congregational founders gathered to hear 

sermons of their first Conference-appointed minister also remains unknown, for it was not 

until the following year, 1873, that a local resident donated land at the site where a church 

would be erected shortly afterwards. 

     While 1872 can be considered a ―historic‖ year in our church heritage, that year also 

witnessed a significant racial fissure within the Louisiana Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South– the mass exodus of black members to the African Methodist 

Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion (A.M.E.Z.) Church, 

and particularly the Colored Methodist Episcopal (C.M.E.) Church.  A similar movement 

occurred throughout other conferences across the former-Confederacy, as black 

Methodists voluntarily abandoned their earlier ―slave‖ churches in favor of worship 

experiences under their own control and influences.  Over the course of the year, black 

membership in the Louisiana Conference of the M.E.C., South plummeted from 2,266 to 

a mere 92.  Elaine Brister notes that one of the oldest historically-black churches in 

central Louisiana, what is today the Wesley United Methodist Church located on Hunter 

Street in Pineville, traces its congregational origin back to this era.[9] 



 

  

     Political and racial antagonisms associated with the post-Civil War ―Reconstruction‖ 

period in Louisiana stirred an already volatile mixture of partisan reaction, even among 

professing Christians of the day.  One of the bloodiest episodes during this time occurred 

not far from Pineville on Easter Sunday, 1873.  Disputed election returns in Grant Parish, 

recently organized and named in honor of President Ulysses S. Grant, led to a deadly 

battle between Democrats and Republicans in the town of Colfax, the parish seat named 

for Vice-President Schuyler Colfax.  Scores were killed, mostly black Republicans, in 

what local chroniclers referred to as the Colfax ―riot.‖[10]  In all probability, a few of our 

congregational brethren joined the white partisans in this attempt to restore ―home rule‖ 

in central Louisiana. 

     Perhaps the single most important date in our church‘s history came on March 21, 

1873, just three weeks prior to the Easter Sunday bloodbath in Colfax, when a one 

Thomas H. Maddox donated approximately three acres of land in Pineville to the 

Louisiana Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, specifically designated 

―for the purpose of having a church or school, or both erected thereon.‖  The conveyance 

read as follows: 

A certain piece or parcel of land situated in the Parish of Rapides, 

State of Louisiana, lying and being in the Village of Pineville, 

fronting on Cemetery Road [Hardtner Street], with a front of 360  

Feet, and running back in parallel lines 400 ft., more or less, and 

bounded in the rear by the property of the St. James [Mt. Olivet] 

Episcopal Church; bounded on the East by the lands of John L.  

Walker and on the West by lands of Geo. Y. Kelsoe, deceased, 

containing a quantity of three acres, more or less. 



 

  

 

The above described property having been acquired by the present               

              donor by purchase from the Estate of Geo. Y. Kelsoe at Sheriff‘s 

sale, the records of which have been destroyed by the burning of  

the Court House in the year 1864.[11]  

 

     At the time of this acquisition , Christian Keener was pastor of the small Methodist 

congregation in Pineville, having received his appointment in January 1873.  Although no 

record exists of a school ever being built on the property, during the course of the Rev. 

Keener‘s pastorate a church was constructed that housed the congregation until near 

century‘s end when, according to some sources, it accidentally burned.  Information 

found in a 1926-1927 church directory indicates that the original structure ―was erected 

by a Mr. Singer‖ and located in the center of Maddox‘s three-acre grant, a plot known 

today as the Methodist Cemetery.  Willie Wynn White later noted that her father, Horace 

H. White, told her that the church site was near the tombstone of her grandfather, Rev. 

Benjamin Franklin White, who served as pastor of the congregation from 1887-1890.[12] 

     In all likelihood, construction of the church began shortly after the property along 

Hardtner Street was acquired.  Walter Vernon maintains that a structure existed by 

September 1873, when it was first used to host a session of the Alexandria District 

Conference.  Minutes of the 28
th
 session of the Annual Conference, meeting in Baton 

Rouge in January 1874, show a ―miscellaneous collection‖ of $1500 for church building, 

along with another $1000 for a parsonage in the Alexandria-Pineville charge.  Minutes of 

the January 1875 Annual Conference which met in Alexandria make reference to ―the 



 

  

new church on the Pineville side of the river.‖  Reporting further on the Conference 

proceedings, the New Orleans Christian Advocate noted that Pineville ―has grown to be a 

considerable town, in which the energetic young pastor [Christian Keener] has built a 

tasteful and comfortable church within the last two years.‖  Vernon states that the 

church‘s pulpit and pews were hewn from cedar logs gathered from the ―Great Raft,‖[13] 

log and timber debris that had clogged the Red River decades earlier until cleared by 

Henry Miller Shreve, for whom the city of Shreveport is named.          

     The new Methodist church in Pineville hosted several services in conjunction with the 

January 1875 Annual Conference held in Alexandria.  The weather was ―freezing cold 

most of the time,‖ according to the New Orleans Christian Advocate, and Sunday, 

January 10
th

 was the ―coldest day we have felt in Louisiana for many years.‖  Bishop 

Robert Paine preached a ―capital‖ sermon at the 11:00 a.m. service in Pineville ―heard by 

a full house of people.‖  That evening Rev. John Mathews led worship at the new church 

and collected approximately $150 in offerings for mission work.  Despite the bitter cold, 

apparently those attending the 29
th
 Annual Conference were made comfortable and 

enjoyed the local hospitality, as evidenced in the following appraisal:  ―In all its history 

the Conference has never been better provided for, and the thanks voted to the people 

were well deserved and most heartily tendered.‖[14] 

     Clearly, the Pineville Methodists and their recently erected church made a favorable 

impression on Conference officials and laity.  No doubt their ―energetic young‖ pastor, 



 

  

Christian Keener, had been the driving force behind the construction project.  Perhaps 

believing that the Rev. Keener‘s work was needed elsewhere, he received another 

appointment when the Annual Conference convened at New Orleans in December 1875, 

and J. W. Medlock was named as his replacement.  For whatever reasons, Brother Keener 

returned to the Alexandria-Pineville charge after only one year‘s absence, continuing his 

ministry here until 1879 when he was succeeded by Rev. J. L. P. Shepperd.[15]      

     Among the approximately fifty ministers (see Appendix A) who have served our 

congregation since Samuel Armstrong‘s appointment in 1872, Christian Keener‘s tenure 

is perhaps the most historically significant because it coincided with Thomas Maddox‘s 

three-acre grant along Hardtner Street and construction of the congregation‘s first 

documented house of worship.  However, Rev. Keener was not without critics during his 

pastorate here.  Only twenty-five years old when first appointed, he exuded energy, self-

confidence, and to some a degree of haughtiness.  Eulogizing Brother Keener shortly after 

his death in December 1897, C. W. Carter noted that his ―mental and moral power‖ gave 

him a presence ―often misunderstood when exhibited by young men starting out in life. . . 

  The confidence he had in his ability to do the work assigned him was regarded by some 

persons as an exhibition of that bad spirit which rejoices in a superiority over other 

people.‖  Continuing the candid eulogy, Mr. Carter wrote that the recently departed was 

not ―what is commonly called a ‗popular preacher‘‖ because his slow and deliberate 

sermons came off as ―dull.‖  Carter inferred that the Rev. Keener‘s intellectual prowess 



 

  

and command of scripture may have intimidated some in his flock, stating that he 

―displayed the mind of a master moving with care among the intricacies of a subject and 

solving difficulties that baffled other minds. . .‖[16] 

     While information on clergy can be gleaned from Annual Conference archives and 

various secondary sources, regrettably no local records exist nor is much known about our 

earliest members who first gathered in worship at the little church in the Methodist 

Cemetery.  The oldest extant church ―register‖ only dates back to 1919, compiled by 

Clyde Breithaupt soon after he became pastor.  Approximately 90 members were listed, 

but because Rev. Breithaupt had no record of when people joined the church before he 

arrived, he simply noted ―received prior to 1919" by each of the names.[17]  This 

accounting covered a span of over forty years, and doubtlessly a vast number of the early 

members were deceased or no longer affiliated with the church when the registry was 

undertaken.  Still, the names of congregational ancestors preserved in the 1919 census 

establish a precious link to our distant past; all are noted in Appendix B. 
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     Occasional snippets from printed and oral accounts yield at least some glimpse of our 

earliest church forebears.  The 1926-1927 church directory noted that a Mrs. Bynum 

donated the first Bell and Communion Service used by the congregation.  It also indicated 

that the mother of Thomas J. Tolbert ―was one of the original members of the Church‖ 

and that the ―first service of any note was the marriage of Thomas J. Tolbert and Miss 

Zipporrah Labat who were both members of the first organized Methodist Church in 

Pineville.‖  Succeeding generations of Tolberts in the congregation kept the family legacy 

alive, and it continues to this day.  Another ―original‖ member was Jennie Jane Morrison 

Scott, this according to her granddaughter Leona Nelson as told to Rev. Earl Emmerich.  

Nicholas Christian is yet another early member for whom there is a record.  A native of 

Germany who migrated to Pineville before the Civil War and later became proprietor of a 

shoe shop on Main Street, Christian served as the congregation‘s first Sunday School 

superintendent.[18] 

     The aforementioned first-generation sisters and brethren of Pineville‘s First United 

Methodist Church, along with the many others whose names went unrecorded, not only 

established a church that significantly impacted community life, they were also among the 

growing number of residents that enabled Pineville to receive a charter of ―incorporation‖ 

in March 1878.  No doubt Christian Keener was among the clergy who invoked blessings 

of the Almighty at civic gatherings marking the occasion.  W. A. Griffin won the town‘s 

first mayoral election, held in May.  The only resolution formally adopted at the first city 
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council meeting which convened shortly afterwards prohibited ―persons from opening 

shooting galleries on Sundays within the limits of the corporation.‖[19]  The Sabbath, at 

least within Pineville‘s city limits, would not only be a day of rest and worship, but also 

quietude! 

     Sharing origins at a similar point in time, the Methodist Church on Hardtner Street and 

the municipality of Pineville grew as the 19
th
 century ebbed.  The future appeared bright. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 25 

           CHAPTER THREE 

 

        ―YEARS OF GROWTH‖ 

 

     The Pineville congregation of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South remained at its 

locale on Hardtner Street from 1873 until about 1918,[1] when it relocated in a new 

church along the 800 block of Main Street across from what is today the Pineville 

Elementary School.  The congregation worshiped at this site, in what came to be known 

as the ―Little White Church,‖ for approximately ten years before substantial increase in 

membership led to construction of a larger brick facility only a block away. 

     For over forty years before the move to Main Street, our forebears regularly met in 

worship and buried their loved ones at the three-acre site along Hardtner Street ultimately 

known as the Methodist Cemetery.  The original church built during Christian Keener‘s 

pastorate burned in the mid-1890s and another edifice was erected near the same site 

shortly afterwards.  According to information gathered by Rev. Earl Emmerich, the fire 

that necessitated rebuilding may have started after church youth failed to extinguish 

completely a blaze that had been set to clear debris on church grounds.  Apparently 

smouldering embers went undetected and eventually reignited, resulting in a conflagration 

that destroyed the church.  Thanks to congregational sacrifice and resolve, a new church 

was quickly built along with a parsonage located nearby within the cemetery.[2] 

     Roughly half of all the ministers who have served our church were appointed while the 

congregation was domiciled in the Methodist Cemetery.  Unlike today, most of these 
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appointments lasted only one or two years (see Appendix A).  Among the early pastors 

was one whose progeny significantly impacted Methodism in Louisiana– the Rev. Jacob 

Dick Harper.  Born in Alabama, he came with his parents to the Bayou State as a 

youngster and later during the Civil War enlisted in the Confederate Army.  Following the 

1864 Red River campaign, he was stationed in Alexandria and put to work constructing 

Forts Buhlow and Randolph, fortifications on the Pineville side of the river designed to 

impede another Union incursion up the Red.  Ordained into the Methodist ministry after 

the war, in 1880 he returned to Alexandria-Pineville and served a two-year pastorate in 

the dual charge.  However, it was his son, the Rev. Robert Henry Harper, who became a 

more noted denominational figure, holding a near thirty-year tenure as recording secretary 

of the Louisiana Annual Conference before writing his influential book Louisiana 

Methodism,[3] a study cited often in the first chapter of this work. 

     While men traditionally held leadership positions within the church‘s administrative 

hierarchy during this era, women often played the more vital role in actual service and 

they assumed the bulk of work in what today would be called ―outreach‖ ministry, thus 

constituting the proverbial mix to the batter!  Although records do not exist for 

verification, it may be assumed that early on some of the ladies in the congregation were 

actively involved in the Woman‘s Foreign Missionary Service, founded at Mansfield in 

1884, and the Woman‘s Home Missionary Society, established a few years later.  Bible 

study, prayer meetings, visitations, scholarship drives, and various philanthropy projects 
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within the community and state were among the activities performed by the members of 

the respective organizations.  Those affiliated with today‘s ―United Methodist Women,‖ 

an outgrowth of the aforementioned and later benevolent societies, claim a proud heritage 

of sisterhood dating back to the late 19
th

 century in lending spiritual support and physical 

sustenance to many people.[4]                                      

     Methodists have long prided themselves on being an ecumenical people, a tradition 

found early in our congregation‘s formative stages.  From the beginning, our church 

offered Christians from most all walks of life the opportunity to join in worship, praise, 

and celebration.  In particular, Pineville‘s Baptist sisters and brethren, before they had a 

church of their own, often attended the Methodist services in the late 19
th

 century; some 

were even seen in fellowship with Episcopalians at Mt. Olivet!  And as in many small 

towns across the country, talents were shared regardless of denominational ties.  One of 

the first organists for Pineville Methodists was a Mrs. Addie David, an Episcopalian who 

also played for her own Mt. Olivet congregation.  The hospitality and cooperative spirit 

manifest in our congregational heirs apparently did not go unappreciated, for, according 

to Rev. Emmerich, many saw Pineville‘s Methodist church ―almost like that of a 

community church.‖[5] 

     If late 19
th
 century Pineville residents from various denominational walks often joined 

with the Methodists in worship, they also grieved together too, especially in the wake of 

devastating epidemics that still appeared periodically.  In 1897 one of the last yellow 
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fever outbreaks in central Louisiana forced the city council to impose a quarantine on 

travel to and from Pineville.  Although Walter Reed, son of a Methodist minister, was 

soon to identify the carrying agent of this deadly disease while working in Cuba after the 

Spanish-American War, it would yet be several years before the contagion was brought 

under control.  Besides yellow fever, other infectious diseases that today are rarely deadly 

were then a matter of concern and frequently the source of family bereavement.  Of 

course, death arrived in many guises, and whatever the cause, grave sites in the Methodist 

Cemetery on Hardtner Street multiplied.  Later during World War I, when troops training 

at Camp Beauregard  succumbed in wholesale numbers to various illnesses, interments 

increased even more.  Elaine Brister noted that local cemeteries ―were filling so rapidly 

that the family of Rev. R. V. Fulton, who lived in the parsonage inside the Methodist 

Cemetery, felt they were being displaced by graves.‖[6]   

     Because of the higher elevation, most cemeteries in Rapides Parish were located  

across river from Alexandria in or near Pineville.  Rapides Cemetery, the oldest in central 

Louisiana, dates back to the late 18
th
 century.  In 1867 an eight-acre plot in the heart of 

modern-day Pineville was purchased by the federal government for interment of Civil 

War dead, a site that became the National Cemetery.  Located between these two 

cemeteries within close proximity to each other are the Episcopal, Jewish, and Methodist 

cemeteries.  By the early 20
th

 century, and apparently despite protest from Pineville‘s City 

Council to the Parish Police Jury, a ―pauper‘s graveyard‖ had been established across 
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Singer Street from the Methodist Cemetery.[7] 

     Interesting vignettes come from the daughters of several pastors who lived in the 

parsonage  located within the Methodist Cemetery.  Mrs. S. E. Richardson, daughter of 

the aforementioned Rev. R. V.  Fulton and sister of long-time church member Wilma 

Boone who passed away in 1999, related that as a child she occasionally became unsettled 

when looking out across the graves from the parsonage front porch.  However, her mother 

tried to accentuate the positive by pointing out that ―our neighbors are the quietest ones I 

ever had.‖  Jannie Jones, a current member of Pineville‘s FUMC who was born after her 

father, Rev. John Franklin Dring, left the Pineville charge, recalled having heard . . .  

lots of ghost stories about the nights [mother] spent there with the 

children when [father] was away. [However] the best story is how  

my mother and father would spend each Saturday on a street corner 

in ―Downtown Pineville.‖  My mother played a lap organ with four 

children at her feet and father preached to the drunks and rural  

people who came to town and anyone else who would listen.[8] 

 

     Perhaps a century ago Pineville had its share of Saturday night ―drunks‖ and cemetery  

―ghosts,‖ but when the Methodist faithful gathered at their Hardtner Street house of 

worship on Sunday mornings, the previous evening‘s inebriated were secluded in hung-

over repose and the ghosts spun from imaginative yarns were nowhere about.  There was, 

however, according to Rev. Emmerich‘s account, a homeless cripple who lived for a 

while in the Methodist Cemetery and often gave youngsters a freight as they walked to 

Sunday School.  He was described as ―a queer sort of fellow . . . who was injured in a fire 

in earlier days. . . .  He walks on his hands and knees and is a fearful sight for boys and 
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girls going to school or church.  He forces the children going to Sunday School to give 

him their nickels.‖[9]  If in fact such occurred, parents probably knew of and perhaps 

even tolerated the petty hustle, seeing it as a mode of Christian charity toward one who 

had experienced misfortune. 

     Surely our church gained many new members during the first decade of the 20
th

 

century when the town‘s population almost doubled, going from just over 600 residents in 

1900 to some 1200 by 1910.  The completion of a bridge across the Red River in 1902 

linking Pineville and Alexandria no doubt contributed to this rapid influx.  One 

enthusiastic optimist opined in the Alexandria Daily Town Talk that Pineville would soon 

become to the larger city across river ―what Brooklyn is to New York.‖  The writer went 

on to add that now with the bridging of the river, many in Alexandria would ―naturally 

seek homes on the beautiful plateau and hillsides of Pineville and the surrounding 

country.‖[10]  During this period of substantial growth, the church continued its trend of 

short-term pastoral appointments; eight different ministers served the congregation over 

the course of the decade! (See Appendix A)   

     Many other inducements spurred Pineville‘s early 20
th

 century population boom.  At 

this time a thriving timber industry in central Louisiana brought with it numerous lumber 

mills that offered much sought after employment.  C. Edwin Ball, J. W. Pollock, and 

Henry Hardtner, the latter a native of Pineville, played prominent roles in the local timber 

business.  Hardtner became one of the pioneers in the field of ―reforestation.‖  Aside from 
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lumbering, in 1905 Camp Stafford opened on the grounds of the old State Seminary as a 

summer training facility for the Louisiana National Guard.  In the following year, two 

institutions came to Pineville that brought with them jobs, students, and patients– 

Louisiana College and Central State Hospital.[11]  Some of the author‘s students at the 

college have occasionally jested that anxiety over completion of required course work 

nearly put them in the other institution! 

     As the Methodist congregation on Hardtner Street watched Pineville‘s population and 

incorporated limits expand, each passing year also brought more interments in the 

cemetery by the church and parsonage.  Because many members of Alexandria‘s 

Methodist Church were buried at this locale too, a shared concern between the two 

churches for maintenance of the grounds had existed for many years.  However, a formal 

arrangement for upkeep of the cemetery was not implemented until 1915, this coming as a 

result of a resolution adopted at the December 1914 meeting of the Louisiana Annual 

Conference in Shreveport.  As directed by the resolution, Rev. H. W. May, Presiding 

Elder of the Alexandria District, appointed a committee of five to draft a charter of 

incorporation for the ―Methodist Cemetery Association.‖  The committee completed its 

task expeditiously, and in December 1915, for the sum of $5.00, the Methodist Cemetery 

Association received its certificate of incorporation.  Article V of the charter stipulated 

that a ―Board of Directors‖ was to be chosen annually in January by the Quarterly 

Conference of the Alexandria District.  The initial board members, named in Article IV, 
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were Emma Baynard (president), Mrs. J. M. Nugent (vice-president), Emma Hill 

(secretary), L. B. Baynard (treasurer and husband of the president), Dr. C. S. Prosser, and 

H. H. White.  All six were residents of Alexandria, and it is presumed members of the 

Methodist Church in that city.  The Cemetery Association, according to Article III of the 

charter, was to be domiciled in Alexandria.[12]                             

     It would be interesting to know if some in Pineville‘s congregation felt slighted, being 

that the Methodist Cemetery was on grounds surrounding their church and parsonage and 

the organization responsible for overseeing its management was staffed by Alexandria 

Methodists.  Certainly Alexandria‘s church had more members and greater monetary 

resources; perhaps this was reason enough behind the charter‘s provisions for the 

Cemetery Association.  Also, it must be remembered that Thomas Maddox‘s 1873 

property grant had been conveyed to the Louisiana Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South– not exclusively to the Pineville Methodist Church.  Still, 

feelings may have been hurt.  This writer has lived in the community long enough to see 

firsthand how on occasion some residents take umbrage when something located in their 

town is designated or indexed  ―Alexandria.‖  Such sensitivity can also be seen  in Earl 

Emmerich‘s earlier study when he quoted Rev. Jolly Harper as saying that ―Brother 

George Dameron did more than anyone else to change our church into one that could 

compete with Alexandria. . . .  After Brother D. they decided we were every bit as fine a 

church, just as high typed, [author‘s italics] and all the attributes previously thought of 
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only across the river.‖[13] 

     After the incorporation of the Methodist Cemetery Association, the Annual 

Conference approved another resolution at its November 1916 meeting in Baton Rouge 

that divided the Hardtner Street property between the Pineville Charge of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South  and the Cemetery Association.  As shown in the sketch on the 

following page, the Pineville congregation acquired most of the original Maddox grant 

that abutted Hardtner and Singer Streets, while the Cemetery Association attained much 

of the land adjacent to the Episcopal Church property.[14]  Shortly thereafter the 

congregation relocated to the 800 block on Main Street , and the cemetery grave sites 

gradually spread across the entire three-acre plot.  Appendix C gives a ―partial list,‖ 

compiled by Willie Wynn White, of families interred in the Methodist Cemetery through 

the mid-20th century.             

     While the acquisition of land by the Methodist Cemetery Association may have 

triggered initial congregational interest in relocation to another site, a more compelling 

impetus no doubt lay in Pineville‘s population movement away from the Red River.  

World War I had been raging in Europe for almost three years when Camp Beauregard, 

located several miles north of Pineville, opened as a troop training center shortly after 

Congress responded to President Woodrow Wilson‘s call to arms in April 1917.  By 

November, over 22,000 soldiers were billeted at the encampment.  A thoroughfare, later 

known as Military Highway, connecting the sprawling military base with Pineville 
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facilitated the town‘s population shift further from the river.  The Rev. R. V. Fulton, 

pastor of the church at this time, recognized the rapidly changing demographics and 

apparently championed the cause of building a new church along Main Street in the 

direction of town growth.[15] 

     In all probability, the congregation moved into its new structure on the 800 block of 

Main Street in early 1918; an exact date cannot be documented.  The Rev. Fulton had 

begun his Pineville pastorate in December 1916, and soon thereafter plans commenced 

for the relocation.  According to Mrs. Nora Windham, whom Earl Emmerich interviewed 

while writing his history, the new church was built ―by a carpenter by the name of 

Umberhagen and a son, Ollie Umberhagen.‖  The ―Little White Church,‖ as it came to be 

known, was described by Elaine Brister as ―an attractive white frame building opposite 

Pineville‘s Elementary School. . . .‖  Both pews and windows from the church on 

Hardtner Street were transferred to the new locale.  Eventually the abandoned church in 

the Methodist Cemetery was sold to a Mr. Phillip Frank, who moved it across Singer 

Street near the site of the old pauper‘s graveyard and converted it into a two-story 

dwelling.  The old parsonage was also relocated across Singer Street and turned into a 

residence.[16]  Although renovations have occurred over the years, portions of the 

original structures still survive. 

     By all indications the Rev. Fulton had few idle moments during his two years as 

minister of Pineville‘s Methodist Church.  Not only did he lead the congregation to a new 
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site and facility,  he also preached at adjacent charges on a regular basis.  Every third 

Sunday he conducted morning and evening services in Tioga, as well as a mid-afternoon 

service at the Pleasant Grove Church.  On these third Sundays, E. J. Vallery led the 

Pineville congregation in morning and evening worship.  Upon Brother Fulton‘s death 

many years later, J. Henry Bowdon wrote in eulogy that while he may not have ―swayed 

tremendous multitudes with his oratory. . . he was a great preacher in the sense of his 

devotion and loyalty to his task and to his church.‖[17] 

     In December 1918, Clyde Breithaupt became pastor of the Methodist flock in Pineville 

and he wasted no time in efforts to pack the pews of the new church.  Admonishing 

slackers, backsliders, and the unrepentant, the following ―invitation‖ appeared in 

Alexandria‘s Daily Town Talk on December 28, 1918: 

     If you do not go to Church and everybody 

did just like you the churches would have to go  

pretty soon. 

     If you contribute nothing to the support of the 

church and everybody else did just like you the 

church would have to go pretty soon. 

     If you do nothing but give your money and leave all 

the work of your church to someone else to do the  

church of your choice is not fulfilling its mission 

as it should. 

     Start the New Year Right— 

          Carry Fair with God— 

               Go to Church Tomorrow. 

             C. V. Breithaupt, P.C. 

 

     Whether through this and similar conscience-probing appeals or other inducements,  

Rev. Breithaupt‘s three-year pastorate brought many new members.  Earl Emmerich 
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writes that ―the church began to grow at an accelerated rate, and soon the little church 

which was considered, when it was built, as a church which would meet the needs of the 

congregation for the future, was already being declared too small and too inadequate.‖  

Prior to Brother Breithaupt‘s departure in 1921, a ―fellowship hall‖ was constructed that 

temporarily relieved the overcrowding by providing additional space for Sunday School 

classrooms.[18] 

     The Rev. W. F. Chase followed Clyde Breithaupt as pastor of Pineville‘s Methodist 

Church, serving but a one-year appointment during which membership continued to grow. 

 He was succeeded in 1922 by perhaps the most colorful and controversial among all 

ministers who have served our congregation– Rev. Claude Karlos Smith.  The Rev. 

Smith‘s tenure spanned six years, 1922- 1928, the longest appointment of any previous 

minister.  During his pastorate church membership grew even larger and through his 

initiatives the congregation moved in 1928 from the ―Little White Church,‖ where it had 

worshiped for only ten years, into a new and larger brick facility a short distance away on 

the 900 block of Main Street.[19] 

     A native of North Carolina, Rev. Smith was admitted on trial into the Louisiana 

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South in 1922, the same year he came to 

Pineville.  Earl Emmerich states that before Smith‘s conversion experience at a revival in 

Oak Grove, Louisiana, he had lived a ―rough and tumble life.‖  Emmerich goes on to note 

that ―while I differed much with him, I had great admiration for his push.  He was a jack 
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of all trades and his ministry defies description. . . .  He was brusk, outspoken, and said 

the first thing that came to his mind. . . . and even those he disturbed could not help but 

call him a colorful character.‖  Jolly Harper, a young member of the congregation at the 

time of Smith‘s pastorate who later became District Superintendent, fondly remembered 

him as ―a diamond in the rough- the very rough- but he had a great heart and he was 

surely a hero to a young boy with my temperament.‖  Harper maintained that Rev. Smith 

had more influence than anyone else in turning him toward the ministry.[20] 

     Occasionally Jolly Harper‘s father and Brother Smith engaged in verbal jousts during 

worship services.  After the pastor had devoted several Sundays to sermonizing on 

women‘s short hemlines and hair styles, the elder Mr. Harper arose from the congregation 

and reportedly said ―Rev. Smith, you have preached enough on women‘s bobbed hair and 

short skirts, preach on something else.‖  On another Sunday Mr. Harper was talking to 

those in the pew behind him when the preacher told him to ―stop talking to those girls and 

turn around and we will begin service.‖  Not the least bit chastened, Mr. Harper retorted 

―tend to your business and I‘ll tend to mine.‖[21]  It would appear that Rev. Smith was 

not the only ―colorful character‖ in the church at this time! 

     Perhaps a more judicious appraisal of Claude Smith as pastor came years later in the 

following eulogy written by F. M. Freeman: 

Brother Smith was greatly beloved by the people to whom 

he ministered, for he had a true pastor‘s heart. . . .  Possessed  

of a remarkable native ability he developed into a splendid          

gospel preacher whom the people heard with delight and 
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edification.  The spirit of evangelism permeated his whole  

being and he was at his best in revival meetings.  He loved 

to see people saved.  As a result, many people were brought 

into the kingdom under his ministry and the Churches he 

served prospered in every way.[22] 

 

     Colorful, controversial, dedicated– whatever terms that may be used in describing Rev. 

Smith and his six-year pastorate in Pineville, the fact remains that the church enjoyed 

unprecedented growth necessitating the construction of a larger facility.  Details on this 

new church, the fourth to house our congregation dating back to the original structure 

built on the Hardtner Street plot during Christian Keener‘s appointment, are covered in 

the next chapter. 

     This period of rapid growth in church membership coincided with the ―Roarin‘ 

Twenties,‖ when many communities across America experienced relative prosperity.  

Even if central Louisiana had a more arduous adjustment than many other regions to the 

post-war economy because of military cutbacks and the sudden absence of free-spending 

soldiers at Camp Beauregard, the broader Alexandria-Pineville area did eventually enjoy 

at least some degree of the largess attendant with the times.  Indicative of the economic 

upswing, in 1920 a successful fund-raising venture neared completion for construction of 

Alexandria Hall on the campus of Louisiana College, a massive three-story brick edifice 

that still stands in renovated form.  Several years later James I. Barron, who was to 

become a pillar in Pineville‘s Methodist Church and long-time Rapides Parish School 

Board member, opened a grocery business that thrived for decades.  In 1923 the First 
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National Bank of Pineville began operations with a fixed capitol stock of $50,000, further 

testimonial to the post-war recovery.[23] 

     Our congregational heirs, along with their fellow citizens, also had to cope with 

occasional tragedies in the midst of economic good times.  Two natural disasters in 

particular brought much grief– a devastating tornado which swept through Pineville in 

April 1923, killing numerous people and causing extensive property damage, and the 

massive flooding of the lower Mississippi River and its tributaries in the late spring of 

1927.  Because of its higher elevation, Pineville escaped the worst of the flood waters that 

surged over much of central Louisiana, but still, few families were left unaffected.[24]  In 

all probability, the Methodists‘ ―Little White Church‖ served as one of the relief centers 

and temporary shelters for flood victims. 

     As Rev. Claude Smith‘s ministry in Pineville neared its conclusion and the Methodists 

eagerly anticipated completion of their new, larger brick facility, another and more 

enduring disaster loomed on the horizon– collapse of the stock market in October 1929, 

and financial ruin wrought by the ensuing ―Great Depression.‖  Elaine Brister wrote that 

during the Depression many people in and around Pineville lost property, while ―others 

lost hope.‖[25]  Only through heroic, sacrificial, and faith-driven commitment– along 

with perhaps a healthy dose of the Grace of God– did this generation of our 

congregational heirs stave off foreclosure on the suddenly debt-ridden new church.  

Theirs‘ is truly a saga of perseverance in the face of adversity.                  



 

 40 

 

           CHAPTER FOUR 

                ―THROUGH THE DEPRESSION & WORLD WAR II‖ 

 

     Several years ago long-time NBC television news anchor Tom Brokaw eulogized his 

parent‘s generation, one that coped with economic devastation wrought by the ―Great 

Depression‖ and the carnage of a second ―World War,‖ with the award-winning The 

Greatest Generation.  In the long history of Pineville‘s FUMC, those members whose 

sacrifice and steadfast faith in the face of pending economic disaster during the 1930s 

perhaps deserve similar commendation as our ―greatest generation.‖  Without their 

herculean resolve, our congregational history might be much shorter! 

     As noted in the previous chapter, during Rev. Claude Smith‘s pastorate at the ―Little 

White Church‖ on the 800 block of Main Street, a rapidly growing congregation soon 

necessitated plans for a larger facility.  The 1926-7 Year Book and Directory contains a 

membership roster of almost 400 names (see Appendix D).  Earlier, in 1924, the church 

had purchased a nearby lot, whereupon a $50,000 funding drive commenced  toward 

construction of a stately brick structure.  Undoubtedly the future appeared bright, for in 

the midst of the building campaign Rev. Smith and his family moved into a new 

parsonage at 920 College Drive.[1]  

     E. T. Elam, a builder by trade and one of the congregation‘s trustees, assisted Rev. 
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Smith in drafting plans for the new church.  In November 1927, a special service 

commemorated laying the church‘s ―cornerstone,‖ a gift from Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Smith; 

Mr. Smith owned the Pineville Marble and Granite Works, a business that remains in 

operation today.  Visiting pastors from First Methodist Church in Alexandria, Emmanuel 

Baptist Church, and St. James Episcopal Church also attended the joyous occasion. 

Following a luncheon, Bobbie Jean Rogers and Clarice O‘Neal (who later married Fred 

Moore) presented ―special readings,‖ after which a band from the Masonic Children‘s 

Home performed.[2] 

     In 1928 the Pineville Methodists moved into their new but unfinished brick church in 

the proximity of what is today Pineville‘s Municipal Building or ―City Hall.‖  Apparently 

the $50,000 goal had been too ambitious, even for one of Rev. Smith‘s considerable fund-

raising exhortations, and the congregation assumed a larger than anticipated indebtedness. 

 According to Earl Emmerich, ―many claim the building was never completed‖ in the 

twenty-five years that the congregation worshiped there.  He attributed this to the 

economic woes brought on by the Great Depression.[3] 

     When Rev. Claude Smith left Pineville‘s pulpit for another appointment later in the 

year, few could have anticipated the ―crash‖ of the stock market in October 1929.  The 

Rev. Lastie Newton Hoffpauir followed Smith as pastor, arriving in the fall of 1928 and 

staying for just one year.  The Rev. David Baker Boddie and his family came to serve the 

Pineville Methodist Church shortly before that fateful ―Black Tuesday‖ (October 29
th
), 
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when stock shares plummeted in what has been described as an ―orgy‖ of selling.  Within 

two months, stockholders lost more than the total cost of World War I for the United 

States.[4]  Rev. Boddie‘s pastoral tenure in Pineville, 1929- 1934, coincided with the 

darkest years of the ―Depression‖ era. 

     Harbin Boddie, one of three sons of the Reverend and Mrs. Boddie, recalled as a 

youngster making a snowman in the front yard of the College Drive parsonage following 

a ―big snow‖ not long after his family moved to Pineville.  He also recollected hardships 

caused by the Depression, stating that ―churches and church members were feeling the 

crunch. . . .  I remember that there was not enough money to pay for janitorial services, so 

members decided to take turns cleaning the church.  This lasted for a while.  Then my 

brothers and I accepted the job for one dollar a week.  We thought this was good pay.‖  

Clarice Moore remembered that before one Easter Sunday, Rev. Boddie urged parents not 

to purchase Easter outfits for their children, so that the many who could not afford new 

raiment ―would feel comfortable at Sunday School and church.‖[5] 

     Earl Emmerich described the desperate times and circumstances as follows: 

Who among us living back in 1929 does not remember the end 

of that year, when the stock markets crashed, and America  

found the rug pulled out from under its feet. . . .  Not only were 

people deprived of their livelihood, but the church found itself 

facing dissensions within its ranks. . . .  The indebtedness was  

like a noose about the church, and at times it was getting so  

tight that some members had difficulties in having faith that it 

would ever be lifted.[6] 

 

     In spite of such dire straits, Harbin Boddie reflected fondly on the years he and his 
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family lived in the parsonage here.  ―These were important formative years for my 

brothers and me.  The people of the church made a lasting impression on me.  They were 

so good to us and I cherish these lasting friendships.‖  He further recalled that while in 

Pineville his father officiated at the wedding of Jolly Harper and Marie Moore.  On 

another occasion, according to Harbin, Rev. Boddie refused to vote in a city alderman‘s 

election because the two contestants vying for the seat, P. H. O‘Neal and F. W. Schaedel, 

were both members of his congregation and he respected each one.  Harbin‘s 

recollections conclude with references to watermelon ―feasts‖ at the Barrons‘ and 

neighborhood boys gathering along the railroad embankment behind the stadium at 

Louisiana College to watch football games.[7] 

     Eulogizing Rev. David Boddie many years later, Jolly Harper wrote that he was a 

―happy Christian‖ who ―attracted young people all the years of his ministry. . . .  Many 

other men across the Conference beside me point to a relationship with Brother Boddie as 

helping them find a place in the Ministry.‖  Harper also credited Rev. Boddie with 

planning and seeing to fruition the first ―District Camp‖ in the Louisiana Conference–  

Camp Grant Walker.[8] 

     When Rev. Boddie and his brood left Pineville in 1934, Rev. R. F. Harrell arrived to 

pastor the congregation, staying for only one year.  Little is known of his ministry here– 

Earl Emmerich merely states that ―he was a man who built a number of churches.‖[9] 

Certainly his brief tenure must have been challenging, coping with a debt-ridden church 
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while the Depression still stalked the land.  President Franklin Roosevelt‘s ―New Deal‖ 

initiatives may have brought some relief in central Louisiana, especially temporary 

employment opportunities under auspices of the C.C.C. (Civilian Conservation Corps), 

but hard times continued. 

     Henry Newton Brown followed Rev. Harrell as minister of Pineville‘s Methodist 

flock.  During his pastorate, 1935- 1939, foreclosure on the church appeared imminent.  

To secure additional revenue for payment of the debt, Rev. Brown had church officials 

sell the parsonage on College Drive and he along with his family moved into the church, 

making several rooms in the basement their home.  Drawing again from Rev. Emmerich‘s 

account:  ―If you had ever lived in a public building like the church, you would appreciate 

the sacrifice this minister felt called upon to give for the sake of the church.‖[10] 

     Few if any among all the ministers to serve our congregation experienced the extreme 

sacrifices required of Rev. Brown and his family.  The stressful circumstances during his 

pastorate here may have occasionally resulted in frayed relations with some church 

members.  Apparently he could be obstinate.  N. E. Joyner, in his eulogy to Rev. Brown 

some years later, observed: ―If at times he seemed tenacious of opinion and pressed hard 

toward a goal, it was because he held a tight reign over himself and drove relentlessly.‖  

Perhaps such stubborn perseverance contributed to the very survival of the church!  From 

the following query, it is quite obvious that Earl Emmerich held Henry Brown in high 

esteem, as he did the other pastors of the Depression Era: ―Could any minister who has 
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followed in the train of these men feel a sense of success without feeling also a deep 

sense of indebtedness and gratitude to these loyal ministers who carried the church 

through the wilderness of the Depression?‖[11]   

     Many in the congregation stepped forward sacrificially during this time of crisis in our 

church‘s history.  Jeanne Burton noted that members of the Board of Stewards signed a 

―personal note‖ to appease worried creditors and insure solvency.  Others throughout the 

membership pitched in to assist in numerous fund-raising or maintenance endeavors as 

best they could.  Those affiliated with the Woman‘s Missionary Society, as well as other 

ladies in the church, raised thousands of dollars over several years by selling various 

specially prepared food dishes at the Rapides Parish Fair.  Clara Brown, Rev. Brown‘s 

wife, was especially active in these and other efforts.[12]  Her legacy of commitment 

lived on for some sixty years in the ―Clara Brown Class‖ of our Sunday School.  Eula 

Wyatt taught this class for many years before her death in 1997, after which 

it was renamed in her honor. 

     Perhaps a church‘s true ―character‖ is most revealed in times of travail and hardship.  

If so, we can take pride in our congregational ancestors of this era as they continued to 

exhibit a nurturing and welcoming environment.  Recalling that her family joined the 

Pineville Methodist Church shortly after moving to the community in the late 1930s, 

Marilyn Daniel stated: ―Since I was an extremely shy and timid teenager, I didn‘t look 

forward to a new church affiliation.  However, on my first Sunday I was introduced to 
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Carolyn Barron (Alsup) and she very graciously invited me to be a part of the group she 

was with.  I will never forget her simple act of kindness and how it made the transition to 

a new church easier.‖[13]  Similar testimonials today from many of our newer members 

point to an individual or group whose warm and friendly countenance influenced their 

decision to join Pineville‘s FUMC. 

     Although the Depression-era pastors and members of the congregation went ―above 

and beyond‖ in efforts to abate the financial crisis threatening the church, apparently 

additional help was still needed.  According to Earl Emmerich, ultimately the ―Board of 

Missions of the Methodist Church came forward and was able to redeem some of the debt 

and made it possible for the church to survive.‖  He went on to add that ―often when we 

give to the Mission of our church, we fail to see that at one time our church would have 

been lost if it had not been for the church at large coming to our aid.‖[14] 

     A significant event affecting Methodists nationwide occurred in April 1939, near the 

conclusion of Rev. Brown‘s Pineville ministry, when The Methodist Protestant Church, 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, and The Methodist Episcopal Church, South united in 

one body– ―The Methodist Church.‖  It had taken more than twenty years of painstaking 

negotiations to end a denominational fissure that predated the Civil War.  Merger of the 

three churches into a single entity brought a total membership of almost 8,000,000.  Most 

churches in the Louisiana Conference, including Pineville‘s, became a part of the South 

Central Jurisdiction, which included seven regional ―districts‖ and approximately 80,000 
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church members.[15] 

     The Rev. Howard E. Pfost succeeded Henry Brown as pastor later in 1939, about the 

time that World War II erupted in Europe.  Taking advantage of the ineptitude of 

Germany‘s post-World War I government and playing upon the fears of frustrated 

citizens, Adolph Hitler had finally acquired power in 1933 through the bullying tactics of 

the ―Nazi‖ Party.  Over the ensuing years, Hitler‘s aggression in expanding German 

borders went by-and-large uncontested; war weary Europeans did not relish a 

confrontation with the ―Fuhrer‖ that might result in another long and bloody conflict.  

However, appeasement proved futile and shortly after Germany‘s invasion of Poland on 

September 1, 1939, England and France declared war.[16]  Although it would be more 

than two years before United States‘ military intervention, like other Americans, Pineville 

Methodists now had another grave concern lurking on the horizon, one that would 

ultimately require the extreme sacrifice of some of the congregation‘s young men. 

     During Rev. Pfost‘s ministry in Pineville, 1939- 1941, central Louisiana became a 

beehive of military activity as troops poured into the region to train for war.  In addition 

to Camp Beauregard, built during World War I, new and larger encampments quickly 

arose– Camp Livingston, adjacent to Camp Beauregard; Camp Claiborne, a sprawling 

complex in southern Rapides Parish near Woodworth; and Alexandria Army Air Base, 

later known as England Air Force Base until its deactivation after the 1991 Persian Gulf 

War.  In Vernon Parish, near Leesville, Fort Polk opened and served as training site for 
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what became Gen. George S. Patton‘s Third Armored Division.  Military maneuvers 

conducted in the summers of 1940 and 1941 saw hundreds of thousands of troops wage 

mock war across central Louisiana.[17]  On Sundays, many of these soldiers attended 

local churches for worship; Pineville‘s Methodist Church no doubt became a temporary 

and comforting church home for some. 

     War preparation may have stimulated the local economy, but meeting church costs 

remained a challenge for congregants, at least temporarily.  Like Rev. Brown before him, 

Rev. Pfost established residence in the church in an effort to economize.  His frugality did 

not go unrewarded; before he left Pineville in 1941, the church‘s debt had been 

extinguished and a special dedication service was observed to mark the grand occasion.  

Apparently Brother Pfost‘s business acumen also benefitted other churches under his 

charge.  Upon his death in 1950, C. W. Cameron wrote in eulogy that ―a number of 

churches paid off their indebtedness under his ministry‖ and in some instances ―new 

parsonages were built during his pastorate and several were repaired.‖  Construction on 

one of these ―new parsonages‖ must have begun during Rev. Pfost‘s stay in Pineville, for 

Jeanne Burton notes that when his successor arrived, Rev. Robert Mack Bentley, he and 

his family ―lived at 1404 Military Highway next to Salley‘s Grocery.‖  Succeeding 

pastors lived at this site until the late 1950s, when Rev. John Kilpatrick and his family 

moved to 102 Burns St.[18] 

     Georgie Dunbar, one of our beloved and long-time members who died in November 
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2000, recalled that she became ―Youth Counselor‖ early in Rev. Pfost‘s pastorate.  She 

may well have been the first to hold such a position with the church.  Georgie Pickett at 

the time, she later married Ashton Dunbar, a pillar of the church and community for many 

years.  Another long-time member, I. B. LaCroix, reminisced that Brother Pfost ―was 

especially good in young people‘s work,‖ thus no doubt recognizing the need for and 

benefit of an employed youth director.[19] 

     Not long before Japan‘s December 7, 1941 attack on the U.S. Pacific Fleet moored at 

Pearl Harbor, Rev. Robert Bentley, accompanied by his wife and three children, arrived in 

Pineville to assume pastoral duties over the congregation.  His ministry here continued 

through the war years, culminating in 1946.  According to Jeanne Burton, the church 

budgeted ―near $8,000" in Rev. Bentley‘s first year; he received an annual salary of 

$3,300.  Church membership stood at approximately 400, with some 200 regularly 

attending Sunday School.  In addition to youth classes, three adult classes existed:  a 

Men‘s Bible Class, taught by J. I. Barron; The Mae Harper Class, taught by Mrs. N. C. 

Alsup; and The Clara Brown Class, taught by Georgie Dunbar.  Georgie also continued to 

serve as Youth Counselor.  Additional information from Burton‘s account  shows that 

R. M. „Doc‟ O‘Neal was ―Lay Leader‖ of the church at the time, and ―names like 

LaCroix, Shaedel [sic], Windham, Wrinkle, Marsden, Scarbrock, Harper, Megison, 

[and] H. C. O‘Neal (Lois Cook‘s father) appeared on leadership lists.‖[20] 

     Church membership grew steadily, as did the budget, over the course of Rev. 
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Bentley‘s five-year stay in Pineville.  By the time he left for another charge in 1946, the 

church had over 550 members and an annual budget of $33,000.  Another $22,000 had 

been earmarked for a ―new church fund,‖ evidence that once again the congregation 

anticipated relocation.[21]  Pineville‘s rapid demographic change and physical growth 

during the war years no doubt factored into the visionary plans, but the compelling 

motivation for a new facility can be found in the inadequate, cramped quarters of the 

never-quite-completed ―old brick church.‖ 

     Testimony abounds regarding the increasingly untenable conditions associated with 

the edifice near the corner of Main and Reagan Streets.  On the eve of the congregation‘s 

move, Rev. Jolly Harper, the District Superintendent who had grown up in Pineville‘s 

Methodist Church, stated that ―there is no church in the Louisiana Conference where an 

attractive church building is more sorely needed.‖  Velma Fallin, who moved to Pineville 

just before the congregation vacated the brick church, recalled that the structure ―was one 

of the most dilapidated buildings I had ever seen to be used as a church, yet I remember 

our daughters, Judy and Jeanie, loved going to Sunday School and church there.‖  Elaine 

Brister, in her history of Pineville, described the church as ―expensive and poorly 

designed.‖[22] 

     Although long-range plans were already underway for a new church when Ashley T. 

Law replaced Rev. Bentley as pastor in 1946, a post-war economic slump brought 

additional fiscal pressures.  Jeanne Burton notes:  ―Pastor Law reported 1947 a „trying‟ 
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year.  To help balance the budget, J. I. Barron bought the new choir robes, and R. M. 

O‘Neal gave extra money.‖  Despite the budget crunch, during that same year the church 

purchased an acre lot on the corner of College Boulevard and Donahue Ferry.  One often 

recounted scenario surrounding this transaction is that Louisiana College earlier made 

overtures to buy the property for campus expansion, but the owner was a ―Catholic lady    

. . . [who] wouldn‘t sell to Baptists.‖  Whether an embellished tale or not, the conveyance 

record merely shows that on May 27, 1947 a widow, Dolores D. Irving, along with other 

relatives, sold 1.024 acres for $10,000 to the Board of Trustees, chaired by E. B. Rogers, 

of Pineville‘s First Methodist Church.[23] 

     It would be another five years before the congregation moved into a new house of 

worship at the site adjacent to College Boulevard.  Although initial fund-raising 

endeavors began during Rev. Law‘s pastorate, the burden in steering the campaign 

successfully to fruition fell to the man who succeeded him in 1949, Rev. George W. 

Dameron.  Still, Ashley Law‘s tenure as pastor saw several noteworthy events unfold.  

Among them, a ―Gypsy Smith Revival‖[24] under tent at the College Boulevard site drew 

huge crowds.  Jeanne Burton writes that ―more people attended this revival than any other 

in the known history of central Louisiana– over 1,000 people.  Five pianos were used.‖  

She also infers that the popular young evangelist Billy Graham spoke at the revival, 

noting that he ―remarked that Pineville‘s women made the best fried chicken in the 

country. . . .‖  Also during Rev. Law‘s ministry, Lorraine Barron, the church‘s long-time 



 

  

organist, married George Hoffman, city marshal who later became mayor.  Only recently 

have both passed away.  Additionally, a young man who had grown up in the church, Fred 

Tannehill, first began to work in the music program, a service that continues almost sixty 

years later.[25] 

     Rev. Law himself stands out as one of the most unusual and multifaceted of all 

ministers called to the Pineville Methodist Church.  A renowned artist who grew up on a 

cotton farm near Benoit, Mississippi, he graduated at the top of his class from the 

Philadelphia Academy of Art before entering military service during World War I.  After 

the war, he turned to theology and graduated from the Bible Institute of Los Angeles.  

Following additional study at Southern Methodist University, he became a Methodist 

minister.  The Rev. Law would eventually pastor numerous churches in Louisiana, all the 

while continuing to paint as well as preach.  Perhaps his most famous artistic work was a 

portrait of President and Mrs. Gerald Ford that he presented to the couple at a special 

ceremony in the Oval Room of the White House.  He died in 1985 at the age of 

ninety.[26] 

     In 1949, Rev. George Walton Dameron, his wife Estelle, and son George arrived as 

the congregation‘s new parsonage family.  Brother Dameron‘s five-year pastorate at 

Pineville‘s First Methodist Church left numerous legacies, not the least of which was a 

new church facility utilized by the congregation for almost fifty years.           

 



 

  

 

CHAPTER FIVE 

 

         ―MOVIN‘ ON UP:  THE FIRST TEN YEARS AT THE CORNER 

               OF COLLEGE BOULEVARD AND DONAHUE FERRY       

 

     A slight decline in membership at Pineville‘s First Methodist Church in the years 

immediately following World War II did little to dampen enthusiasm among most for the 

anticipated move to a new location.  In September 1949, not long after Rev. George 

Dameron assumed duties as pastor, the church established a ―General Building Program 

Committee‖ to supervise the logistics of relocation.  J. I. Barron, Sr. and Fred S. Moore 

served respectively as chairman and vice chairman of the committee; Majorie Loudermilk 

was the secretary.[1] 

     The General Building Program Committee worked diligently on its charge.  By the 

spring of 1951, it had approved architects‘ drawings on a new church submitted by the 

firm of Barron, Heinburg, and Brocato and studied bids from various construction 

companies.  Apparently in the initial stages of planning, church leaders decided to 

economize the move by postponing construction on a large sanctuary in favor of 

temporary quarters for worship in a more functional two-winged structure designed to 

accommodate Sunday School classes and other educational needs.  Bishop Paul E. Martin 

enthusiastically endorsed this approach, as evidenced by the following in a letter to Rev. 

Dameron:  ―In your vision of this new building, and in choosing to build first the 



 

  

educational building, you have set your church upon a course toward increased usefulness 

and a more dynamic influence in Pineville and throughout the state.‖[2] 

     Those attending a called general church conference on April 1, 1951 approved the 

proposed building plan, except for ―only four opposition votes.‖  They also agreed to 

contract with the lowest bidder, Cecil Chaudoir of Gremillion Construction Company.  

Before the church conference adjourned, an executive or ―steering‖ committee was 

chosen from the larger General Building Program Committee to oversee the construction 

process.  Paul Taylor chaired this body, which ultimately included the following 

members:  N. C. Alsup, Mrs. Carroll Barron, John Cassady, Ashton Dunbar, G. B. 

McKenzie, Delila Nugent, Mitchell O‘Neal, Mrs. Pat O‘Neal, R. M. ―Doc‖ O‘Neal, E. B. 

Rogers, and John R. Galloway.[3] 

     The Board of Stewards employed a professional firm, the National Fund Raising 

Service, for strategies in meeting the projected $75,000 building costs.  When 

construction at the new site began later in April, the church published a brochure entitled 

In His Name, designed to encourage congregational pledges toward the building fund.  In 

its ―Foreword,‖ Brother Dameron penned this rallying observation:  ―Beginning with the 

first dollar given until now, there is convincing evidence that the Lord is in the midst of 

all plans and policies. . . .  We are moving forward together.  A fine spirit of high purpose 

is among us.‖  Further on in the pamphlet came the following admonition: ―There is little 

doubt that our campaign to raise $75,000 will be successful.  We know that, potentially, 



 

  

we are capable of raising this amount.  Should there be any question at all [,] it is only 

whether we have the project in our hearts.‖  Many in the congregation did indeed take to 

heart the funding appeal, for pledges ultimately exceeded the campaign goal by 

approximately $1500.[4] 

     Two events occurred during the last week of April 1951 that brought much excitement 

to Pineville Methodists and also the community at large.  On Sunday, April 29, the 

Methodists celebrated with a mid-afternoon ―groundbreaking‖ service on their new site.  

Choir Director Dale Stonecipher led the congregation in the opening hymn, appropriately 

“The Church‟s One Foundation,” and District Superintendent Jolly Harper delivered the 

Invocation.  Along with Rev. Dameron, various congregants and former pastors spoke, 

after which came the ceremonial spades of dirt.  The service concluded with a benediction 

offered by Rev. Ashley Law, predecessor to Brother Dameron.  Just a few days earlier, on 

Wednesday, April 25, evangelist Billy Graham had again come to Pineville, preaching a 

mid-day revival to an estimated crowd of 10,000 packed into the Louisiana College 

football stadium and surrounding grounds.  At the time the Korean War was in its second 

year, President Truman was being vilified for his recent recall of Gen. Douglas 

MacArthur, and Senator Joseph McCarthy railed about a potential Communist takeover in 

America, thus it is understandable that Rev. Graham‘s message often deviated from 

salvationist theology to concerns about American patriotism.  No doubt reflecting the 

sentiments of most in his audience, he opined:  ―I can tell you my friends that Joe Stalin 



 

  

had a big week the week that General Douglas MacArthur was taken from the Far East     

. . . .  MacArthur is a strong man and every inch an American. . . .  We never doubted 

which flag he fought under.  And there are some in Washington about whom we can‘t be 

sure.‖[5] 

     On the evening of May 2, 1951, three days after their groundbreaking service, 

members of Pineville‘s First Methodist Church gathered for a ―Loyalty Dinner,‖ over 

which Steering Committee chairman Paul Taylor presided.  Construction had begun on 

the new church, but much still needed to be done in fund raising.  The Rev. Jolly Harper 

was again on hand to invoke blessings on the occasion.  Following what surely must have 

been a delicious meal came the introduction of special guests, hymn singing, and an 

address by Rev. A. W. Townsend, pastor of Shreveport‘s Mangum Memorial Church, 

entitled ―Builders For Christ.‖  Brother Dameron‘s benediction closed the congregational 

pep rally.[6]  No doubt other such motivational conclaves occurred periodically 

throughout the year as construction work progressed at the new site. 

     Building and moving into a new church often entails ―hidden‖ costs not initially 

anticipated, especially in furnishing the new facility.  Such was the case with our 

forebears as they prepared for the move to the corner of College Boulevard and Donahue 

Ferry.  Citing one example, Velma Fallin, who served on one of the Building Campaign 

committees, recalled the desperate need of a new piano for the Children‘s Division in 

Sunday School.  To raise additional funds for the piano, a ―Tom Thumb‖ wedding was 



 

  

planned for which admission would be charged.  Velma‘s four-year-old daughter, Jeanie, 

was chosen bride and Tommy Dunbar, son of Georgie and Ashton Dunbar, stood in as 

groom.  ―I don‘t remember who the bridesmaids and groomsmen were,‖ related Mrs. 

Fallin, ―but I do recall the bride‘s cake and what a lot of refreshments the committee had. 

 I believe Lucille Barron was chairman, and I know Kathleen Randow was very helpful.  I 

made Jeanie‘s ‗wedding gown‘ and it was prettier than her gown when she and Rick 

[Simmering] married.  And we made enough money to buy two pianos!‖[7] 

     The long-anticipated Sunday finally arrived on March 30, 1952, when members of 

Pineville‘s First Methodist Church assembled at 10:55 a.m. for their inaugural worship 

service in the new church.  It had been almost a year to the day since the called church 

conference‘s approval of the building plan.  The author has not found a recorded 

attendance figure for the service, but it may be assumed that a large number gathered for 

the historic occasion.  Brother Dameron took as text for his sermon I Kings 8:11, ―For the 

Glory of the Lord Filled the House of the Lord.‖[8] 

     The ―Program‖ distributed to those attending this worship service contains a wealth of 

information about the church, including a brief historical sketch and a list of 

contemporary church officers and committee members.  It is interesting to note that even 

fifty years ago, like today, a busy weekly agenda offered members a wide variety of ways 

by which to become more involved in church activities.  Among events for the coming 

week printed under ―Announcements:‖ On Tuesday–  9:00 a.m. meeting of all circles of 



 

  

the Women‘s Society of Christian Service and ―Junior‖ Choir practice after school; on 

Wednesday–  7:30 p.m. Prayer and Bible Hour, followed by ―Adult‖ Choir practice; on 

Thursday–  7:30 p.m. meeting of the Wesleyan Service Guild (at the home of Mrs. H. C. 

Epps, 103 Hudson Street); on Friday– 4:30 p.m. ―Youth‖ Choir rehearsal and at 7:30 p.m. 

―Hobby Night.‖  Those scanning their programs that Sunday also learned that a 

―Spaghetti Supper‖ sponsored by the Wesleyan Service Guild had been ―postponed‖ until 

Tuesday, April 8.  Perhaps all the work associated with the final hectic days before 

relocation necessitated a later date for the supper; still, when served, it was quite a 

bargain by today‘s standards– 75 cents for adults, 40 cents for children![9] 

     Just weeks before moving into the new church, the congregation‘s Board of Trustees, 

chaired by E. B. Rogers, sold the ―old brick church‖ on the 900 block of Main Street to 

the City of Pineville for $16,000.  This structure served as the town‘s ―Community 

Center‖ for the next twenty years before being demolished in 1973 to allow construction 

of the present-day Pineville Municipal Building, or ―City Hall.‖[10] 

     Some long-time First Methodist Church members did not follow most in the 

congregation to the new site at College Boulevard and Donahue Ferry, but instead 

founded a new church, the Asbury Evangelical Methodist Church, located at the corner of 

Corrine Street and Military Highway.  J. I. Barron, Sr. played a major role in establishing 

the Asbury Church, and many in the Barron family constituted its original core.  The Rev. 

Dameron‘s ―Quarterly Conference Report‖ submitted May 4, 1952 to the District 



 

  

Superintendent notes the following members ―lost by transfer‖ between October 1951 and 

January 1952 to the newly formed church:  C. R. Barron, Mr. and Mrs. J. I. Barron, 

W. R. Barron, Mrs. Carolyn Barron Alsup, Mrs. Joan Barron Wulf, John and Ruby 

Groves, George Hoffman, E. M. McKenzie, R. D. Ryder, and Mrs. W. T. Skeels, a 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. I. Barron.[11] 

     The loss of J. I. Barron, Sr. in particular must have been a jolt to Pineville‘s First 

Methodist Church.  For many years he had been a generous benefactor and ―pillar‖ of the 

church; not only that, he was also a community leader with nearly thirty years continuous 

service representing Ward 9 on the Rapides Parish School Board.  Pineville High School, 

which opened in 1952, owed its origin in large part to his initiative and effort.  Why, after 

such long and faithful service to the First Methodist Church, did Mr. Barron, along with 

other congregants, leave?  Jeanne Burton‘s earlier history merely notes that ―in 1951 

some members left this church to form another congregation.‖  Apparently, he and like-

minded members grew increasingly concerned with what they saw as a less 

fundamentalist and more modernist theology influencing the polity of ―The Methodist 

Church,‖ created in 1939 when The Methodist Episcopal Church, South merged with two 

other large Methodist churches, an event briefly chronicled in Chapter Four.  By the mid-

twentieth century, some Louisiana Methodists saw evidence of this moral laxity at 

Centenary College in Shreveport, where school-sanctioned dancing had become a popular 

pastime among students.  Others decried the social activism espoused by an increasing 



 

  

number of Methodist ministers, Rev. George Dameron among them.  The Rev. Jolly 

Harper described Brother Dameron‘s ―activist‖ theology in the following eulogy: 

He . . . made such a contribution to the Pineville Church 

that it became an entirely different type of church after his 

ministry there.  But George was ahead of his time.  Movements 

which are now [1970] very much accepted by the Church were 

embraced by him.  He was far ahead of his day in the realm 

of race, and the same can be said of the Ecumenical movement. 

It was appropriate that a Catholic priest should have a part in 

his funeral, and the Negro Ministers of his area should attend.[12] 

 

     Joan Payne, daughter of J. I. Barron, Sr. and current member of Pineville‘s FUMC, 

recalled a fond association with the Asbury Methodist Church.  While her father, a 

staunch fundamentalist, may have differed with the theology of The Methodist Church 

and George Dameron, she noted that there were never any personal recriminations or 

bitterness occasioned by the split.  Asbury was chosen as the name for the new church  

because of Mr. Barron‘s fondness for Asbury Seminary and its conservative interpretation 

of scriptural writ.  According to Mrs. Payne, her father gave a large portion of his income 

to the church, beyond the tithe, and the congregation eventually grew to a sizeable 

number.  However, even before J. I. Barron‘s death in 1971, membership had declined 

significantly and the church was eventually sold, most of the proceeds going to a 

―mission‖ church in Ecuador and a portion to Asbury Seminary.[13]  The church built 

some fifty years ago at the corner of Corrine Street and Military Highway still stands, 

currently used as an inter-denominational house of worship.  

     While the members who left to establish Asbury Methodist Church were certainly 



 

  

missed, the First Methodist congregation flourished at its new site.  Complimenting the 

efforts and dedication of so many in the church, Rev. Dameron noted in his first quarterly 

report to the District Superintendent after relocation that ―this congregation has done a 

monumental year‘s work, for what people give money to they believe in.  It has been a 

privilege to serve as pastor of this people, who have manifested such a wonderful spirit.‖  

Before his departure in 1954 for another charge, additional funds had been raised to air-

condition the church, and thoughts had already turned to the planning phase for building a 

sanctuary.[14] 

     During his five-year ministry in Pineville, Brother Dameron and his wife Estelle 

developed a deep affection for the church they served and community in which they lived. 

 They returned to Pineville in the mid-1960s following Rev. Dameron‘s retirement, 

moving into the first home built in the Louisiana Conference by the Home Board of 

Retired Ministers, located at 112 Redd Street.  After her husband‘s death in 1970, Estelle 

continued to live here for another twenty-five years until declining health forced her into 

an assisted care facility, where she died in 1996.  For many years she was an influential 

figure in Louisiana Methodism, serving as state president of both the Women‘s Society of 

Christian Service and Church Women United.  At her home church, in 1971 Mrs. 

Dameron, assisted by Kermit Cummings, started the ―Pairs and Spares‖ Sunday School 

Class, still going strong, and in 1973, in loving tribute to her husband, she helped 

establish the ―George Dameron Memorial Library.‖[15]  Many in the congregation today 



 

  

count it as their good fortune to have known or shared a friendship with Estelle Dameron. 

     In 1954, Porter Myers Caraway became pastor of First Methodist Church, Pineville, 

his last charge before retirement from active ministry that began almost forty years 

earlier.  Judging from the following appraisal offered to the District Superintendent 

shortly after his arrival, Rev. Caraway was impressed both with the recently air-

conditioned edifice to which he had been assigned and those who worshiped in it:  ―Every 

member should be proud of this beautiful building and all of us are thankful for the 

wonderful improvement in temperature. . . .  We have never found a more friendly 

people. . . .‖[16] 

     During Rev. Caraway‘s two-year ministry here, the ―Youth Division‘s‖ rapid growth 

and its need for additional space necessitated the purchase of a small building adjacent to 

church grounds.  Successful fund-raising efforts soon enabled the youth to move into 

what became known affectionately as ―The Hut,‖ located where the Wilson Watson 

Building was later constructed.  According to Velma Fallin, ―the youth, under the 

leadership of Wayne and Jeanette Wilkerson, painted and did a lot of other things to make 

the Hut a nice place where our youth could meet and be proud of.‖[17] 

     The ―Methodist Men,‖ an organization that remains quite active in the church today, 

originated in the first year of Rev. Caraway‘s pastorate.  Some of the initial projects of 

Methodist Men included preparation and distribution of Christmas food baskets, as well 

as erection of a nativity scene on the church lawn.  Also at this time, members of the 



 

  

Women‘s Society for Christian Service and the Wesleyan Service Guild conducted 

outreach and visitation programs for the sick, ―shut-ins,‖ and those confined to 

institutional care; of course, strong support continued to be given local, regional, and 

foreign missions.  ―Family Night‖ suppers and a ―graduation breakfast‖ for high school 

seniors, observances that remain popular today, were likewise sponsored by the various 

women‘s ―circles‖ during the 1950s.[18] 

     When health-related concerns hastened Rev. Caraway‘s retirement as a full-time 

minister in 1956, John F. Kilpatrick became the congregation‘s new pastor.  During the 

period of transition, the church sold its parsonage on Military Highway and purchased a 

house at 102 Burns Street.  Here Rev. Kilpatrick and his wife, Sidney Clare, lived 

throughout his five-year ministry in Pineville, as did his successor, Kenneth McDowell, 

until 1962, when Rev. McDowell and his family moved into a new parsonage at 2299 

Fairview Drive.[19]  This residence has been ―home‖ to the pastors of Pineville‘s FUMC 

since.   

     By all accounts, Brother Kilpatirck was a ―character!‖  In a eulogy written years later 

by B. C. Taylor, he was described as a ―‗man for all seasons.‘  He was a blend of Mark 

Twain, Johnnie Cash, and Charles Wesley.  His humor was infectious, his singing and 

picking– as he called it– was enjoyable and entertaining, and his preaching was 

convincing and challenging.‖  Velma Fallin, who in 1959 began a sixteen-year tenure as   

employee on the church staff, remembered Rev. Kilpatirck as ―one of the ‗most fun‘ 



 

  

preachers you would ever meet and yet he wanted things done right, and ‗right‘ was his 

way. . . .  I remember many mornings when I got to my office , I would hear him playing 

his accordion and singing, and our offices were not close together.‖[20] 

     The Rev. Kilpatrick‘s jovial nature may have been tested during the course of fund-

raising campaigns aimed at retiring the existing building debt, constructing a much-

needed sanctuary, and remodeling classrooms to accommodate the growing membership, 

almost 650 by 1959.  Not long after Rev. Kilpatrick had become pastor, an ―Every 

Member Canvass‖ campaign, chaired by Fred S. Moore, sought to raise $55,700 over a 

fifteen-month period to cover the church‘s operational budget and pay off notes still owed 

on the structure completed back in 1952.  Attempting to apprize congregants of the broad 

outreach associated with Pineville‘s First Methodist Church, and thus possibly 

encouraging additional pledge support, the committee directing the canvass published and 

distributed a leaflet listing the many agencies and services supported by the local church 

within the Louisiana Conference.  Among those noted:  The Methodist Children‘s Home 

in Ruston, a home for ―unwed mothers,‖ Methodist ―student centers‖ at each of the state 

colleges, Centenary College, homes for retired ministers, chaplains to visit the sick in 

each of the state‘s Charity Hospitals, and Camp Brewer, a Methodist retreat for children, 

youth, and older adults.[21] 

     Apparently the ―Every Member Canvass‖ achieved the monetary goal set, for shortly 

after its conclusion in June 1958 a new campaign quickly commenced for construction of 



 

  

the sanctuary.  John U. Dale was appointed chairman of a building committee that 

included Fred Moore, R. E. Prichard, Fred Tannehill, and Paul Taylor.  Buoyed by 

generous pledge support to the building fund, the church ultimately negotiated a $75,000 

construction loan, the same amount expended on the edifice in which the congregation  

then worshiped.  As it had been in 1951, the architectural firm of Barron, Heinburg, and 

Brocato was again employed to draft plans for the new sanctuary; J. E. Ratcliff won the 

bid as general contractor for construction.[22] 

     On Sunday, June 28, 1959 the congregation celebrated a special ―ground breaking‖ 

service with John Rogers, the church‘s oldest member, turning the first spade of dirt.  An 

article in Monday‘s edition of the Alexandria Daily Town Talk gave the following 

information about the future sanctuary:  ―The building will seat 428 persons.  It will have 

a pastor‘s study, a hall leading to the present building and a special soundproof nursery 

for mothers who wish to keep their children and at the same time participate in the 

service.  The structure is scheduled to be completed by next January.‖[23]  As is often the 

case with construction projects, the anticipated date for completion proved too optimistic. 

       One of the more aesthetic features of the new sanctuary would be a large stained-

glass window over the entrance depicting John Wesley, with the inscription, ―The World 

is My Parish.‖  Four smaller ―panel‖ windows were also to be located along the nave‘s 

outer wall.  In addition to the windows, an eleven-foot aluminum cross would be affixed 

above the choir loft behind the pulpit.  However, neither these items or new pews were 



 

  

included in the original construction costs.  According to Jeanne Burton, ―‗Doc‘ R. M. 

O‘Neal, Clara Ruth Montgomery‘s father, and others made up the lack in a hurry.‖  The 

large ―Wesley Window‖ was given in memory of Mrs. Patrick O‘Neal [Clarice Moore‘s 

mother] by the Pat O‘Neal Family.[24]  The four panel windows commemorated 

respectively the I. B. LaCroix Family, the R. M. O‘Neal Family, the Fred Schaedel 

Family, and the ―Friendship‖ Class; the aluminum cross memorialized Drew LaCroix. 

In 1999, when the congregation moved to its current site along Monroe Highway, the 

panel windows were removed from the old church and installed along the foyer wall by 

the main entry into the sanctuary; the cross was also taken to the new church and again 

affixed over the choir loft.  The Wesley Window is now displayed along the front facade 

of the Family Life Center, which opened in 2003. 

     Church administrators solicited numerous bids on the stained-glass artistry before 

accepting a proposal from Anderson Art Glass Company of Anderson, Indiana.  The 

shipment arrived in January 1960, but many glass panes were broken in transit, thus 

necessitating another order.  The church pews, made by Leird Manufacturing Company of 

Little Rock, Arkansas, did not arrive until early April.[25]  Such ―glitches‖ and delays no 

doubt accounted for the later-than-expected move into the sanctuary annex. 

     At 11:00 a.m. on Easter Sunday, April 17, 1960, the congregation gathered for its 

initial service in the new facility, rejoicing in both the Risen Christ and His munificence 

in making possible the attractive house of worship.  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” was 



 

  

the very first among thousands of hymns to be sung in this sanctuary.  The church 

program for the service does not indicate a specific title for Rev. Kilpatrick‘s Easter 

sermon, but in all probability he preached before a packed house.  Later in the day at 3:00 

p.m., the Women‘s Society of Christian Service, chaired by Mrs. S. E. Wilson, hosted an 

―open house‖ for the entire community.  At the 7:30 p.m. evening worship, District 

Superintendent A. W. Townsend presided over the ―consecration‖ service for the new 

building.[26] 

     For the next thirty-nine years, many who are still today members of Pineville‘s FUMC 

worshiped in the sanctuary that has recently been converted into a dormitory, 

appropriately known as ―Church Hall,‖ for students at Louisiana College.  Many more 

members passed way during this time; the first funeral in the sanctuary was that of ―Doc‖ 

R. M. O‘Neal on Easter Sunday, 1961.[27]  Most current members joined the church at 

some point during the four decades that the sanctuary served as the congregation‘s house 

of worship, thus the ―link‖ with the facility at the corner of College Boulevard and 

Donahue Ferry remains strong. 

     Readers have already been given numerous accounts from pastors and laity alike on 

the friendly, nurturing legacy of First Methodist Church, Pineville.  We can be proud that 

even amidst the monetary appeals and inevitable distractions attendant with the 

construction of a physical plant, our forebears remained committed to the spiritual and 

material needs of people.  Jeanne Burton‘s Sharing and Becoming offers a trove of 



 

  

information on the activities of various members during the years covered in this chapter, 

from areas associated with Christian Education through volunteer work in community 

endeavors, such as sponsorship of a Boy Scout troop.  The church also put on many 

―socials‖ for all ages.  Friday night dances following home football games at Pineville 

High School were especially popular with the young people in the community.  Velma 

Fallin recalled that even ―Baptist kids came to our dances,‖[28] perhaps a testimonial that 

rhythm transcends all denominational bounds! 

     The Rev. Kenneth McDowell replaced John Kilpatrick as pastor in 1961, beginning a 

three-year ministry here.  Soon after he arrived, the new parsonage on Fairview Drive was 

completed and Rev. McDowell, along with his wife and four children, moved into the 

attractive brick house that, as noted earlier, still serves as the church‘s parsonage.  Many 

in the congregation worked hard in seeing this project through; Jack Stehr, who today 

remains one of the stalwarts in church leadership, supervised the planning and 

construction phases.  In September 1962, after final ―touch ups‖ and furnishings were 

completed, an ―open house‖ gave church members the opportunity to tour their pastor‘s 

new home.[29] 

     On a tragic note, in 1972, approximately ten years after Rev. Kilpatrick left the 

Pineville pulpit, he died suddenly from an allergic reaction to a wasp sting suffered while 

playing golf at the East Ridge Country Club in Shreveport.  In a moving eulogy that 

appeared in the official journal of the Louisiana Conference, B. C. Taylor wrote that his 



 

  

death ―removed from our community and conference one of our most effective and 

beloved ministers. . . .  He affirmed faith with creative work.  He read, and lived, and 

sought the mind of Christ.‖[30] 

     During the first decade of worship near the busy intersection where Military Highway, 

Donahue Ferry, and College Boulevard converged, members of Pineville‘s First 

Methodist Church had been fortunate in having three ministers of strong spiritual 

conviction and effective leadership capabilities– George Dameron, Porter Caraway, and 

John Kilpatrick.  Brother Dameron led the congregation to the locale and oversaw 

construction of the initial structure that served as a temporary sanctuary; Brother 

Kilpatrick shepherded the move into a larger and permanent sanctuary.  Until near 

century‘s end, the church at this site saw members and visitors alike assemble in 

fellowship to worship Christ.           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

CHAPTER SIX 

 

       ―FORGING AHEAD‖ 

 

     During the near forty years of worship in the sanctuary on the corner of College 

Boulevard and Donahue Ferry, from April 1960 to May 1999, ten pastors served the 

congregation: John Kilpatrick (1956- ‗61); Kenneth McDowell (1961- ‗64); Earl 

Emmerich (1964- ‗67); Wilson Watson (1967- ‗70); Richard Walton (1970- ‗73); Stone 

Caraway (1973- ‗76); Beverly Bond (1976- ‗78); Hugh Baker (1978- ‗84); Jimmie Pyles 

(1984- ‗95); and J. Roddy Taylor (1995- 2002).  This chapter surveys the highlights of 

our congregational history through the years of Rev. Baker‘s pastorate. 

     Social historians write of the 1960s as a decade of turbulence and upheaval in 

American society– very much akin to the ―Roarin‘ Twenties‖ when conventional norms 

crumbled in the face of new challenges, fads, and fetishes.  The bloom of the Civil 

Rights‘ ―movement‖ and attendant reactionary fissures; a war in Vietnam that brought 

violent domestic protest; assassinations of prominent national figures, including President 

John Kennedy in 1963, along with his brother Bobby and Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968; 

an emerging ―counter‖ culture where some in the younger generation turned to drugs and 

anti-social behavior– these and other issues helped define the 1960s.  Although not at the 

vanguard of the tumultuous events, Pineville, Louisiana inevitably felt the impact they 



 

  

brought.  Members of Pineville‘s First Methodist Church coped with the changes as best 

they could, invoking God‘s guidance in the process.  To some, a burgeoning ecumenical 

movement among Methodists across the nation was one manifestation of the Almighty‘s 

plan.  The quest for inclusiveness ultimately resulted in creation of The ―United‖ 

Methodist Church, born in April 1968 through merger of The Methodist Church with The 

Evangelical United Brethren Church.  This historic union continues to be commemorated 

today in ―Heritage Sunday,‖ observed every April in many United Methodist 

congregations.[1]  

     Community service along with a growing ministry to its own congregants 

characterized the main thrusts of Pineville‘s First Methodist Church in the 1960s.  Young 

boys in the community benefitted from a church-sponsored Boy Scout Troop (Troop 8), 

led for many years by Scoutmaster Zack Buckalew.  Mr. Buckalew‘s dedication and 

tireless service in behalf of the Boy Scouts had a significant impact on scores of 

youngsters.  In other community outreach endeavors, during the pastorate of Kenneth 

McDowell church members organized a project that provided ―personal item‖ packages    

for patients at Huey P. Long Hospital, a ministry that continues today in similar 

initiatives.  About the same time, the church began a Sunday School class for women at 

Central State Hospital, taught by Gould Collins for some twenty years.  Thanks in large 

part to the vision of Velma Fallin, patients at Central enjoyed ―day camp‖ at Camp 

Brewer for several weeks each summer.  In her reminiscences, Ms. Fallin stated jestfully: 



 

  

―I‘m sure there were lots of husbands who didn‘t like me, because . . . after we started 

having Day Camp at beautiful Camp Brewer . . . lots of Methodist Church husbands had 

little or no supper for two weeks each summer.‖[2] 

     Jeanne Burton‘s earlier history notes that by 1964 Sunday School attendance averaged 

about 275, morning worship service just over 300, and evening worship approximately 

140.  New Sunday School classes had recently been established to accommodate the 

growth, among them a class for college-age students and the ―Fellowship‖ Class, the 

latter a young couples‘ class taught by Bill Beeson for many years.  The ―Don‘t Mention 

Age‖ Club (D.M.A.) also originated in the mid-1960s; Mary Cantrell and Rose Bice were 

among the ladies who early on contributed much to this organization, which remains 

active forty years later.  At this time too, the ―Youth Division‖ played an important role in 

overall church ministry.  One of the most popular youth activities came at Halloween with 

a church-sponsored ―Haunted House.‖  This occurred in an era when the occasion called 

for innocent fun and pranks, unlike today when many churches seek ―alternative‖ 

activities for what some consider a Satanic-laden celebration.  According to one 

eyewitness of the haunted-house shenanigans: ―We had cobwebs, bowls of oatmeal for 

brains, grapes for eyeballs, spaghetti for intestines, and the kids would go through the 

dark room and feel of these and even knowing it was not real, they screamed like they 

were scared to death.  We had hay rides back then, too.‖[3] 

     If many Louisianians remember 1965 for the herculean and destructive blast brought 



 

  

by Hurricane Betsy, the church experienced its own whirlwind of activity during the year 

and those that followed in Rev. Earl Emmerich‘s tenure as pastor.  Each August saw a 

lavish ―Homecoming Sunday Dinner‖ on the grounds, laymen enjoyed ―retreats‖ at 

Centenary College and Camp Brewer, new hymnals were purchased, the church nursery 

was remodeled and carpeted, extensive painting projects were completed, the choir loft in 

the sanctuary was elevated, and Boy Scout Troop 8 doubled in number.[4]  As in the past, 

generous allotment of personal time and financial gifts from dedicated church members 

made possible the various activities, programs, and physical improvements. 

     Not many in the congregation knew that Rev. Emmerich suffered from advanced 

stages of leukemia during his pastorate here, a disease that claimed his life in June 1968 

shortly after he and his wife Katherine left Pineville.  Although Cycle of Years, the  

―history‖ of Pineville‘s Methodist Church to 1940, might be considered his most enduring 

legacy to the church, Brother Emmerich was also a caring pastor who diligently tended 

his flock despite a debilitating illness.  Velma Fallin remembered Brother Emmerich as 

―one of the most dedicated Christians I‘ve ever known.‖  His initial ministry began on the 

mission field in Korea, where he served from 1929- 1934 before returning to the United 

States and launching a long career in Methodist pulpits across Louisiana.  In addition to 

the Lord and his various congregations, Rev. Emmerich lavished devotion on his wife 

Katherine.  He was not, however, above pulling playful high jinks on his beloved spouse. 

 From Velma Fallin again comes the following: ―Once he, Mrs. Emmerich and I were 



 

  

together and he said ‗Katherine, pull up your hose, they are wrinkled.‘  And she said, ‗I 

don‘t have on hose.‘‖[5] 

     The Rev. Wilson L. Watson followed Earl Emmerich to the pulpit of Pineville‘s First 

Methodist Church.  He along with his wife Gracie quickly won the affections of the 

congregation.  The total church budget for Rev. Watson‘s first year, 1967- 1968, was 

approximately $50,000, of which $8,500 went to the pastor‘s salary.  Just over $10,000 

was earmarked for retirement of debt on the sanctuary and parsonage   The following 

budgeted expenditures appear quite modest today in light of escalating costs since the late 

1960s: church utilities- $2,000; church and parsonage insurance- $825; parsonage 

utilities- $600; Social Security for pastor and paid staff- $485; group health insurance for 

pastor and paid staff- $260.[6] 

     One close acquaintance of the Watsons recalled Rev. Watson‘s particular fondness for 

Spanish peanuts, often brought to him from Arkansas by Bob and Linda Nash following 

visits with their parents.  According to this source, ―Wilson always told people he would 

bring the peanuts to ball games where we usually sat together, but I knew he had the 

Spanish peanuts (which were his favorites) in his pockets and he never shared them.‖[7] 

     Early in his pastorate here, Rev. Watson recognized the need for classroom expansion 

and a youth recreational facility.  After a planning committee had studied architectural 

designs, the Administrative Board approved construction of an annex to the church at an 

estimated cost of approximately $150,000.  Ultimately, the ambitious two-story building 



 

  

project housed a kitchen, game room, half-court basketball and dining area facility, eight 

classrooms, and storage closets.  Jack Stehr and Cannon Matthews served respectively as 

chair and vice chair of a building committee that monitored details; other committee 

members included Babs Hathorn, Jean Lohrey, E. M. Martin, Earl May, Sr., Bob Nash, 

Robert Smith, Fred Tannehill, and Paul Taylor.[8]  Regrettably, Rev. Watson became 

seriously ill even before building plans were finalized and he never lived to see the 

functional edifice named and memorialized in his honor. 

     One Sunday morning in September 1969, just after worship service had begun, Wilson 

Watson faltered at the pulpit, turned toward the choir, and before sitting down motioned 

for Charles Goodgame to ―take over.‖  Years later, Mr. Goodgame still vividly recalled 

the moment: 

It flashed through my mind that years before I had  

jumped a choir rail in the Baptist Church in Covington 

in time to catch Rev. Baxter Pond as he passed out.  Sure 

enough, he [Wilson] simply said, ‗take over,‘ and sat down. 

I glanced toward Dr. Edwards sitting on the front row, 

commented that according to sermon notes in front of me, 

‗This is the gist of what he was going to say,‘ and concluded 

the service by calling on the retired Rev. George Dameron, 

who was in the congregation, to close with prayer.  That 

was Rev. Watson‘s last sermon to our church.[9] 

     Doris Berry, another who remembered the occasion well, stated that ―Charles did an 

excellent job and although Rev. Watson was not feeling so well, he was able to sit on the 

podium until the service ended.‖  Charles Goodgame related that when he later went by 

the parsonage to visit the ailing pastor, he was greeted by Gracie Watson ―who advised 



 

  

me that he would not recognize me, but to look in anyway.  When I peeped in, he looked 

up and said, ‗Well, Charles Goodgame, come on in,‘ which I did, and we embraced.  

There were no words exchanged that I recall, but I‘ll never forget that embrace‖[10] 

     In January 1970, four months after being stricken in the pulpit, Rev. Watson 

succumbed to a malignant brain tumor.  Many congregants and others in the community 

attended the funeral service of the beloved minister, conducted at Pineville‘s FUMC by 

District Superintendent and former church pastor John F. Kilpatrick; Bishop Aubrey G. 

Walton delivered the main eulogy.  In subsequent months prior to Rev. Richard E. 

Walton‘s appointment, District Superintendent Kilpatrick and Roland Friedrich served the 

congregation as interim pastors.[11]                               

     As a new decade dawned, the church suffered another personal loss in May 1970 when 

retired minister George Dameron died of a heart attack.  Largely through the efforts of his 

devoted wife Estelle, noted earlier in Chapter Five, Rev. Dameron‘s legacy lives on today 

in the church‘s ―George Dameron Memorial Library.‖[12]  The conscientious efforts of 

Yvonne Pirtle, until recently church librarian, kept the collection updated and well 

maintained. 

     The 1970s brought spiritual enrichment, new challenges, and additional opportunities 

to members of Pineville‘s FUMC.  According to Rev. Richard (―Dickie‖) Walton, ―one of 

the most exciting and rewarding experiences ever to occur‖ in the church came in March 

1971 with the ―Lay Witness Mission.‖  Bob Goff, chairman of a committee that helped 



 

  

plan the lay revival, arranged for Louis and Helen Long of Ada, Oklahoma to come and 

lead the sessions.  Apparently their testimonials had a profound impact upon those 

attending, for in addition to Rev. Walton‘s accolades, Jeanne Burton wrote that the 

experience brought a ―deep spiritual renewal . . . in the lives of a great many persons in 

the church. . .‖  In the wake of this intense revivalism, numerous new ―prayer groups‖ 

were established and various members, youth and adult, conducted similar lay witness 

testimonials at other churches.[13] 

     Early in Richard Walton‘s Pineville pastorate, an important event occurred that 

significantly impacted Methodism throughout the state.  When The United Methodist 

Church had been established in 1968, affiliated churches in Louisiana remained racially 

separate– ―white‖ churches in Conference A and ―black‖ churches in Conference B.  

Thanks in large part to the initiatives of Bishop Aubrey Walton, the racial division came 

to an end.  On May 31, 1971 approximately 2800 delegates from Conferences A and B 

assembled in the Gold Dome at Centenary College with Bishop Walton presiding.  At the 

evening session on the following day, the delegates voted to merge the two conferences 

and United Methodists in Louisiana became one church body irrespective of race.  Years 

later, in eulogy to Aubrey Walton, a friend wrote of the influential role he played in this 

historic consolidation.  ―Bishop Walton stood for the right with a firm discipline during 

the most stressful period our church has known in the twentieth century.  He was a tower 

of strength for a troubled church. . . .  As a result of his work, a merger was achieved 



 

  

which, even today, is called the most effective in all of Methodism.‖[14]     

     Not long after merger of Conferences A and B, Bishop Walton again visited 

Pineville‘s FUMC to dedicate its sanctuary.  The building debt had been retired after 

almost twelve years of worship in the ―new‖ sanctuary, and on January 30, 1972 the 

church celebrated in grand style with a special Sunday evening ―dedication‖ service.  In 

addition to Bishop Walton, District Superintendent Clyde S. Clark joined Rev. Richard 

Walton and the congregation for the dedicatory occasion.  A few months later, in March, 

a ―groundbreaking‖ ceremony was held for the new educational and youth activities 

building that Wilson Watson had envisioned.  Other notable events of the year, as 

chronicled by Jeanne Burton: 

The E. M. Zerangues celebrated a Golden Wedding 

Anniversary; the Nashes [Bob and Linda] took over as Youth 

Counselors.  A new bus was purchased and a new bishop  

[Finis A. Crutchfield] was welcomed.  Rev. Jimmies Pyles 

was revival speaker.  Explo ‗72 took place in Texas- The  

Campus Crusade for Christ.  Greg Cummings, David  

Lohrey, and Russel Wenner became Eagle Scouts.  There 

were two mission tours.  The May Harper Class disbanded.[15] 

     The congregation commemorated its centennial year on April 15, 1973 with a ―Service 

of Celebration‖ that included a motorcade to the church‘s original site in the Methodist 

Cemetery.  At the 11:00 a.m. worship hour, former pastors, their spouses, and long-time 

members of the congregation received special recognition.  The latter group included five 

ladies whose membership predated the oldest extant church ―registry‖ complied in 1919:  

Stella Clements, Lillian Davis, Mamie Hardgrave, Annie McCarty, and Mabel Tannehill. 



 

  

 Mrs. Clements and Mrs. Tannehill were in attendance.  Others noted in the printed 

program who had been members for at least fifty years:  Stella Alsup, Julia Clark, I. B. 

LaCroix, Jr., Virgie Middleton, Vonnie Nugent, Audie Elizabeth Rogers, Audrey Jane 

Rogers, Vallie Sexton, and E. J. Vallery, Jr.  The Rev. Walton‘s sermon for the occasion 

was entitled ―An Endless Line of Splendor.‖  The day‘s festivities did not end with the 

centennial celebration; later at the evening service Bishop Finis Crutchfield presided over 

the ―consecration‖ of the recently completed Wilson Watson Memorial Education and 

Activities Building.  A grand piano given in memory of Rev. John Kilpatrick, who had 

died the previous year, was also dedicated at the evening conclave.[16] 

     Prior to Rev. Walton‘s departure for a new appointment in the summer of 1973, the 

Women‘s Society of Christian Service and the Wesleyan Service Guild joined in creating 

a new organization, ―United Methodist Women‖ or UMW.  Barbara Davis served initially 

as UMW president; as of this writing, Jonelle Walker holds the position.  For more than 

thirty years now, dedicated ladies affiliated with the various ―circles‖ within UMW have 

played a vital role in ―outreach‖ ministry of Pineville‘s FUMC, lending support to 

numerous worthy causes at local, regional, and international levels.[17]  Our congregation 

is blessed in having such a strong and active UMW chapter.  Readers interested in an 

informative overview of the UMW, as well as earlier women‘s organizations in the 

church, should consult “Women in Mission,” a pamphlet complied in 1983 by UMW 

officers and included in Jeanne Burton‘s Sharing and Becoming.   



 

  

     Stone Caraway, son of former pastor Porter Caraway, followed Richard Walton to the 

pulpit in Pineville.  During his four-year ministry here, 1973- 1976, the congregation 

experienced a number of ―firsts,‖ including its first ministerial ―intern,‖ Sammie Ellis, a  

graduate of Perkins School of Theology at SMU.  For the first time in many years the 

church employed a ―Youth Director,‖ Kathy Mier.  Bart Weaver, a student at Centenary, 

also helped with youth activities for several summers.  In 1975 the church loss its  long-

time Director of Religious Education, Velma Fallin, when she and her husband Wayne 

moved to Monroe; for the next few years Arville Kees capably filled the  

position.[18]      

     During the United States‘ Bicentennial year, 1976, numerous church members pitched 

in for a complete make over of the church parlor.  Babs Hathorn chaired the committee 

that coordinated remodeling.  A generous gift from Cannon and Florence Matthews in 

honor of Rev. Richard Walton and his wife Helen helped make possible the extensive 

project, which included new furnishings, drapes, carpet, and a piano.  In another 

renovation later in the year, a new sound system was installed in the sanctuary, along with 

carpeting in the aisles and foyer.[19]  

     The church welcomed Rev. Beverly Bond and his wife Marie as the new parsonage 

family in June 1976.  Like many Methodist ministers in the Louisiana Conference, Rev. 

Bond had received seminary training at Perkins School of Theology.  Shortly after 

attaining his first appointment, in May 1943 he entered the U.S. Navy as a commissioned 



 

  

chaplain, a position he held for the duration of World War II.  He returned to ministry in 

Louisiana after the war, where he served numerous appointments prior to his arrival in 

Pineville.[20] 

     Not long after the Bonds came to Pineville, long-time church member Louis Jones 

died, leaving her estate and home on Cross Street to the church.  Several years later 

Louisiana College purchased this property.  In a memorial to Ms. Jones, the UMW bought 

a beautiful velvet drapery and placed it as a backdrop to the sanctuary cross.  About this 

same time, Hal Roth replaced Sammie Ellis as ministerial intern.  Beyond the 

congregation‘s spiritual needs, the young pastoral assistant‘s interests extended also to 

Youth Director Kathy Mier, whom he eventually married.[21]     

     A vibrant and effective church requires members who contribute generously to the 

financial needs of an expanding ministry.  Such largess can be seen when looking at 

Pineville‘s FUMC annual budget, which more than doubled in the ten years after 1967.  

By 1977 the minister‘s annual salary, plus car mileage expenses, put the church among 

the top twenty in the Louisiana Conference in pastors‘ compensation.  The purchase of 

several used church vans, and one new,  also hiked budgetary expenditures, but the 

vehicles enabled various groups from the church, youth and adult, to attend a wide array 

of events and activities.  Bob Nash played a significant role in shepherding this ―bus 

ministry.‖[22]   

     The congregation enjoyed another spirit-filled ―Lay Witness Mission‖ revival in April 



 

  

1977.  David and Kay Dietzel chaired the committee that planned the revival, which drew 

large crowds to hear Jack Dew, the featured speaker from West Monroe.  Later in the 

summer the church youth participated in a ―clown ministry,‖ bringing much joy to 

patients and residents at local hospitals and nursing homes.  They also journeyed to 

Dulac, in Terrebonne Parish, to work on various projects in behalf of the local native-

American community.[23]    

     The Rev. Hugh Baker replaced Beverly Bond as pastor in June 1978.  He and his wife 

Cathy stayed six years in Pineville, a tenure surpassing all previous appointments except 

that of Rev. Claude Carlos Smith, who also served a six-year pastorate back in the 1920s. 

 Jeanne Burton wrote of the Bakers: ―Cathy Baker had a special talent for artistic 

needlework, and ‗Tabitha‘s‘ were organized.  Anyone who had an illness or death in the 

family was touched by Rev. Hugh‘s compassion.  His specialty was optimism and jokes– 

at least one was part of every sermon.‖[24]  Sixth District U.S. Representative Richard 

Baker is the son of Hugh and Cathy.  

     The Rev. Baker had a special rapport with children, and ―children‘s sermons‖ became 

a regular part of the Sunday morning worship service, a tradition that continues today.  

Another on-going tradition that dates to Brother Baker‘s pastorate is the parade of 

children through the sanctuary on Palm Sunday waving palm fronds.  The church youth 

also enjoyed energetic tutelage at this time from Jon Tellifero, an earlier youth member 

himself who served briefly as Youth Director before enrolling at Asbury College where 



 

  

he earned both B.A. and Seminary degrees.  While at Asbury, the church‘s Methodist 

Men spearheaded a congregational effort to help Jon meet his expenses.[25]  He 

eventually returned to Pineville‘s FUMC as Associate Pastor from 1993- 1996.  His zeal 

and enthusiasm in this capacity made an indelible impression on many members.  Jon, his 

wife Beverley, and the rapidly multiplying Tellifero brood were all sorely missed when 

they left upon Jon‘s appointment as pastor of Deridder‘s FUMC.  George Tellifero, Jon‘s 

father, remains a faithful member of the Pineville congregation and gives generously of 

his time in volunteer staff work. 

     Early in Rev. Baker‘s ministry here the parsonage underwent extensive remodeling. 

Refurbishing went on at the church also, as several classrooms were turned into new 

administrative offices.  This came thanks to a generous donation from Mrs. John Adams 

in memory of her mother, Mary Von Senden, who had first joined the church back in 

1920.  At about the same time that the construction projects were undertaken, the 

Methodist Men began sponsoring an annual church golf tournament, later memorialized 

in honor of Cecil Tull.[26]  ―Heathens‖ (i.e., low-handicap non-Methodists) have 

occasionally teed off in these matches, most of them ―guests‖ of members who have 

difficulty staying in fairways or hitting greens! 

     In June 1980 the congregation suffered a tragic loss when Jimmie Butcher, teenage 

son of William and Diane Butcher, was killed in a tractor accident while cutting grass.  

An exemplary ―Good Samaritan,‖ Jimmie‘s fatal accident occurred while helping out one 



 

  

who could not afford to pay.  Subsequently, a ―Jimmie Butcher Memorial Fund‖ was 

established, proceeds going to help those in need throughout the community.  This 

memorial is still sustained by offerings left at the chancel rail following communion each 

month.  The church also awards annually a college scholarship to a local high school 

senior who best exemplifies the ennobling traits of Jimmie Butcher.  Yet another tragedy 

struck the church family three years later when State Trooper Mike Kees, son of Daunton 

and Arville Kees, was killed in the line of duty.  At his funeral, an overflow crowd packed 

the church sanctuary to pay last respects.[27] 

     In addition to providing comfort and support in times of bereavement, a constant 

throughout our congregational history, various members and organizations initiated new 

outreach ministries during the ―Baker years.‖  One local project Church Women United 

helped launch still serves a vital need in the community today– ―Friendship House,‖ an 

elderly adult day-care center.  On the international front, in 1981 Marvin Zochert 

organized and led a mission trip to Mexico, the first of many such ventures upon which he 

and other church members trekked below the Rio Grande bringing supplies, Bibles, and 

Christian compassion to communities in need.  A strong bond developed on these 

missions with Mary Vasquez, a church worker in the so-called ―garbage dump‖ area of 

Monterrey, and Maria Garcia, another church activist who grew up in the village of 

LaEsparansa.  Both ladies eventually visited Pineville‘s FUMC and gave moving 

testimonies on the impact that our mission volunteers had in their communities.[28]          



 

  

       Jeanne Burton notes that by 1980 church membership stood at approximately 850.  

While not all members regularly attended Sunday services, such numbers exaggerated a 

―problem‖ that was becoming increasingly acute– available and convenient car parking 

space.  Some relief came in 1983 when the church purchased a small lot at the triangular 

junction of Donahue Ferry and Military Highway, converting the plot into a paved 

parking lot.  Still, parking space for parishioners remained a concern and, in fact, became 

a significant factor later in the decision to relocate.  However, had it not been for a 

vigilant city policeman late one night in 1984, there may not have been a sanctuary left in 

which to worship.  Lightening struck the church steeple during a thunderstorm, as it had 

done on previous occasions, but this time a blaze ignited. The policeman happened by on 

his rounds shortly after and called in the alarm, to which the town‘s fire department 

quickly responded.  Although the steeple suffered considerable damage, the prompt 

attention prevented a much greater loss.[29] 

     While many things enhance the worship experience at Pineville‘s FUMC, the 

performance of the chancel choir brings a special blessing.  In the decade preceding Hugh 

Baker‘s arrival, numerous people served brief stints as choir director before stability 

returned in 1978 when Fred Tannehill, a stalwart and leader in the church music program 

for years, assumed the role.  For the next twelve years Mr. Tannehill provided quality 

leadership in this capacity; he also continued to direct the ―Men‘s Choir‖ at Sunday 

evening worship, a service he still provides.  The church has been fortunate in having 



 

  

dedicated people lead the music ministry since Mr. Tannehill‘s tenure.  Dr. Curt Hamlett, 

a member of the music faculty at Louisiana College, served two years as choir director 

beginning in 1990.  He returned in 1999 as director of the church music program, a 

position he continues to hold.  In the interval, Judy Gross, assisted by her husband 

George, directed the chancel choir as well as a ―children‘s‖ choir that performed on 

special occasions.  Beginning in 1997, Gale Myer organized and led an early service 

(8:30am) choir until Dr. Hamlett‘s  return as choral director.  For the last ten years, 

Connie Gates and George Gross have enhanced the music ministry with their 

considerable talents as organist and pianist respectively.[30] 

     Numerous unusual and humorous incidents in recent church history involve those 

associated with the choir.  During one Sunday morning worship service, shortly after 

Richard Walton had become pastor, a ceiling vent in the sanctuary began a rattling and 

disconcerting noise.  Choir member Malcolm Bass took it upon himself to remedy the 

situation.  When he ascended the roof to quiet the noisy vent, a bellowing wind lifted his 

choir robe upward and, according to Doris Berry, startled by-passers did a double-take, 

thinking that ―we had an angel on the roof!‖  Years later, choir director Fred Tannehill 

recalled that once during a communion service the traditional beverage, grape juice, ran 

out and remaining communicants were quite surprised when they downed root beer in the 

act of atonement.  In yet another instance, none too humorous at the time, Morton 

Henderson relates that just after morning worship service had begun one Sunday he 



 

  

happened by the choir room.  Finding someone there whom he assumed to be a visitor, 

Morton told the person to be sure and lock the door when he left.  The ―visitor‖ was never 

seen again– nor was the money in purses along with various other valuables left in the 

room by choir members![31]                                    

     In the final year of Rev. Baker‘s pastorate here, long-time church secretary Vernalea 

Floyd retired.  Vernalea had succeeded Amye Beeson back in the mid-1960s, when Mrs. 

Beeson returned to school for teacher certification.  Dolores Brooks was hired as church 

secretary upon Mrs. Floyd‘s retirement,[32] and over twenty years later she continues to 

work in this capacity.  The church is fortunate indeed to have one so efficient and 

dedicated as Dolores.  Paraphrasing a refrain that the author has heard more than once 

from various members: ―We can suffer the loss of ministers, other staff personnel, and 

Administrative Board chairs, but losing Dolores would be tough!‖ 

     Hugh Baker‘s last year in our pulpit also coincided with the Bicentennial of the 1784 

―Christmas Conference‖ in Baltimore, Maryland that established the Methodist Episcopal 

Church.  During the course of 1984, United Methodists across the country joined in 

celebrating two-hundred years of Methodism.  Locally, television personality Ethma 

Odum devoted several segments of her popular KALB broadcasts to the Methodists‘ 

bicentennial festivities.  Alexandria‘s Horseshoe Drive Methodist Church hosted a 

district-wide celebration, featuring singing, preaching and dinner on the grounds.  In May,  

Pineville‘s FUMC commemorated ―Aldersgate Sunday‖ with skits depicting important 



 

  

events in Methodist history, capped off with a sumptuous feast.[33]  Some might infer 

that it would not be a Methodist celebration without plenty of food! 

     Following the morning worship service on June 10, 1984, many in the congregation 

gathered for a farewell reception honoring Hugh and Cathy Baker.  According to Jeanne 

Burton, ―it was a disappointment to some that the Bakers were not asked to return.‖[34]  

However, congregations and ministerial families alike adjust to the frequent moves 

associated with their denominational heritage.  In reflection, the Bakers could look back 

on six years of effective ministry in Pineville, knowing that they touched the lives of 

many.                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

CHAPTER SEVEN                                                       

 

                    ―OUR RECENT PAST‖ 

 

     If a Methodist minister‘s popularity with his or her congregation is measured solely in 

terms of longevity in the same pulpit, Rev. Jimmie Pyles holds the distinction of being 

―most popular‖ at Pineville‘s FUMC.  Coming in June 1984 with his wife Dessie after 

completing a nine-year pastorate at First United Methodist Church in Jennings, Brother 

Jimmie served eleven years as pastor, by far the lengthiest appointment in our 

congregational history.  During his ministry here, which concluded in June 1995 with his 

appointment as District Superintendent of the Ruston District,[1] church membership 

grew significantly, creating the impetus that ultimately led to relocation at a new site. 

     In the concluding paragraph of Jeanne Burton‘s church history, she states that ―Rev. 

Pyles brought variety in worship services, longer bulletins, hence better communications, 

Monday Morning Prayer Breakfasts and other changes that woke us up!‖  Included 

among the changes was radio broadcast of the Sunday morning worship service, first over 

station KWDF and later station KDBS.[2]  The broadcasts provided a welcomed ministry 

to the homebound; no doubt some who tuned in liked the Pineville Methodists‘ 

ecumenical appeal and began attending services in person.  Interestingly, many who 

joined the church at this time came from Baptist and Catholic backgrounds.  In an effort 

to accommodate the growing numbers, the church ultimately added an 8:30 a.m. service 
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to its traditional 11:00 a.m. worship hour.  Even today, with a larger sanctuary, the 8:30 

service continues and remains popular with ―early‖ risers.  Recently, a ―contemporary‖ 

service was also begun, catering to those who especially enjoy praise worship.  Reflecting 

current trends found across denominational lines, church members now have three 

separate Sunday morning worship experiences from which to choose. 

     As more people chose Pineville‘s FUMC for their church home, the pastor‘s role as 

caretaker of his flock became increasingly demanding and sometimes logistically difficult 

in meeting the many visitation needs.  Responding to Rev. Pyles‘ arduous workload, in 

1989 the Administrative Board brought in Rev. Art Baker as ―Minister of Visitation.‖  A 

retired  Methodist minister who had most recently served a five-year pulpit appointment 

at Jonesboro, Art and his wife Nancy quickly became beloved members of the 

congregation, and they continue today as faithful church servants.  Shortly after his 

appointment here, Brother Art assumed the broader role of Associate Pastor, a position he 

held for several years.[3]  Since his tenure as the congregation‘s first Associate Pastor, the 

church has been blessed with three worthy successors who have enriched the pastoral care 

of its members– Jon Tellifero (mentioned in the previous chapter), Dr. Henry Blount, and 

 Lamar Oliver. 

     Not surprisingly Sunday School attendance also increased in the early years of Rev. 

Pyles‘ pastorate, leading to cramped conditions in existing classrooms.  In May 1986, the 

Administrative Board appointed Joe Crouch chair of a committee charged with studying 



 

  

and making recommendations on ―much needed‖ educational and office space.  Building 

plans for new facilities were soon approved, at a projected cost of $300,000.  Readers 

may recall that some twenty-five years earlier construction costs for the sanctuary 

amounted to $75,000; thus, even factoring in inflation, this was an ambitious undertaking. 

 However, as on past occasions, a successful building pledge drive ensued that culminated 

in a ―Victory Sunday‖ celebration on June 7, 1987.  Construction of the new classrooms 

and office renovations thereafter proceeded rapidly.  On Saturday, December 5, 

volunteers in a church-sponsored ―work day‖ put finishing touches on the project, 

enabling members to gather on Sunday in their new and expanded facilities.[4] 

     Occasionally, a member or members of a particular Sunday School class took it upon 

themselves to secure new furnishings for their room.  Doris Berry offers the following 

memorable account of Eula Wyatt‘s decision to refurbish what was then the Clara Brown 

Class: 

Eula decided a few years back that the chairs in our 

classroom were not comfortable enough for our members. 

So, in Eula‘s style, she took several members of the class 

(Leona Vallery was one) to a local furniture store and  

completely furnished the room.  This included a nice desk 

and chair for the teacher, two sofas, three occasional chairs, 

two rockers, a storage chest, a coat rack, and new carpeting 

for the floor.[5] 

     Brother Jimmie, who enjoyed pulling pranks now and then, later noted that when Miss 

Eula‘s purchase arrived at the church, the two deliverymen asked in which room was the 

furniture to be put.  In Eula‘s presence, he motioned toward his office, telling them just to 
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leave everything in there.  Immediately and without hint of jest, according to Rev. Pyles, 

Eula declared to the astonished deliverymen, ―you do that and I‘ll break both your 

legs!‖[6]  One of our most loyal and beloved members, Eula Wyatt went to her heavenly 

reward in 1997.  Those who knew her well would have no trouble believing that upon her 

entry, the heavenly order of things changed a bit! 

     ―Ribbing‖ and good-natured fun among friends are part of the ingredients that make 

Pineville‘s FUMC a special place.  A friendly, welcoming reception to visitors is another 

asset.  Time and again, new church members cite the warmth in which they had been 

initially received as an important factor in their decision to join the congregation.  

Personal visits with new and prospective members,[7] as well as frequent after-service 

―socials‖ and meals encourage this sense of belonging.  Fellowship can also be found in 

the specially planned activities enjoyed by various church ―circles‖ and Sunday School 

classes.  And who among us long-time members cannot fondly recall the many delightful 

afternoon pig roasts and barbeques hosted by Morton and Louise Henderson? 

     Among the many aspects of his pastorate here, Brother Jimmie loved to travel and 

preach the gospel abroad.  In the summer of 1985, he and Dessie spent a month in 

Lurgen, Northern Ireland in a pastoral ―exchange‖ that brought Rev. Peter Good and his 

family to Pineville.  During their brief stay here, Rev. Good, his wife Jean, and their two 

daughters Jenna and Emmy won the affections of many.  Years later, during J. Roddy 

Taylor‘s pastorate, Dr. Reginald Mallet, accompanied by his wife Brenda, came from 
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England to lead a summer revival.[8]  Hearing the gospel proclaimed by trans-Atlantic 

Methodists no doubt enriched the congregation‘s appreciation of Methodism as a 

movement that transcends national borders. 

     One highlight event early on in Rev. Pyles‘ tenure here came when the church paid 

tribute to one of its earlier and most beloved members, celebrating ―Dr. Jolly Harper Day‖ 

on May 8, 1987.  At the time, Dr. Harper was eighty years old and the eldest among all 

Methodist ministers who had come from the Pineville congregation.  He began his 

ministry in 1931 at Montrose, Louisiana, and thereafter served in numerous pulpits across 

the state; he spent six years as District Superintendent  of the Alexandria and Shreveport 

districts respectively before retiring in 1974.[9]  By all accounts, Rev. Harper and his 

devoted spouse of fifty-five years, Marie, were sincerely touched with the special 

recognition given by the church in which he had been ―reared.‖ 

     As more children and young people joined the church when families came into the 

congregation from other denominations or places of worship, emphasis on youth ministry 

took on added importance.  Kathy Dietzel, Lisa Baughn, Sue Weaver, Mark Byrd, Pat 

Mays, and Greg Litsey all served briefly but effectively in youth leadership over a ten-

year period after Rev. Pyles became pastor.  Long-time church members Jim and Frances 

Hurst also gave generously of their time and talents to youth work, all the while 

exemplifying a model of Christian guidance.  Largely through Jim‘s initiatives, a 

Saturday night ―open gym‖ in the Wilson Watson Education Building was begun, a 



 

  

popular occasion where the youth and their guests could enjoy an evening of games, food, 

and Christian fellowship.[10]  Earlier, in May 1992, Jim and Frances suffered a tragic 

loss when there daughter Ami died of cancer.  Ami‘s courageous struggle coupled with 

her uplifting faith awed and spiritually inspired the many youth from the congregation 

who visited her at St. Jude‘s Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee.  Although her life on earth 

was too short, Ami‘s presence continues to be felt in the work of her parents with the 

church youth. 

     In June 1994 John Fugh arrived as the new youth director.[11]  He and his wife Lisa 

brought a contagious enthusiasm for youth ministry that quickly swelled the ranks of 

young people involved in church activities.  Scheduling mid-week evening Bible study 

and social gatherings for those in junior high and high school, as well as Friday morning 

before-school breakfasts at McDonald‘s, news of John‘s popular ministry quickly spread 

throughout the local schools and attracted young people across denominational lines who 

came to share in wholesome Christian fellowship.            

     Adult members were busily engaged too in weekly activities during the course of 

Jimmie Pyles‘ pastorate, especially in the field of social ministry to community needs.  

Abigail Sebastian, among our most earnest in helping others, worked diligently in 

promoting the parish‘s adult literacy program– just one of many ventures in which she 

remains actively involved.  Methodist Men continued their long tradition of hosting 

annual Christmas parties for patients at Central Hospital.  A new venture began in 1986, 



 

  

when church members picked names supplied by the Shepherd Center from a 

―Thanksgiving Sharing Tree‖ and provided the selected families with a packaged box of 

canned goods.  Subsequently, the church started hosting a ―Share the Blessing‖ meal for 

those in need on the Saturday before Thanksgiving; Tony Evans was the driving force 

behind this effort.  When Tony and his family moved to another state, others stepped 

forward to provide the necessary leadership in planning and coordination.  Most recently, 

John Ryba, John Sewell, and John Butterfield have served in this capacity.  Many in the 

congregation also helped make the Christmas season a bit ―merrier‖ for impoverished 

children by choosing names, again supplied through the Shepherd Center, and sending 

wrapped gifts to the designated child.[12]  In addition to the aforementioned gestures, 

members give generously of their time and money to a host of philanthropic appeals made 

by community relief agencies. 

     Beyond the attention to community needs, Pineville‘s FUMC maintained its proud 

legacy in meeting annual requests from the Louisiana Conference.  Among the 

institutions and agencies supported by local offerings:  The Methodist Children‘s Home, 

Lafon Home, Sager-Brown Center for disaster relief, Pendleton Memorial Methodist 

Hospital, People‘s Community Center, Dulac Community Center, Wesley Foundations in 

Campus Ministries, and the Retired Ministers‘ Home Board.  The congregation has also 

responded to special appeals in the wake of natural disasters, most recently in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Katrina when the Family Life Center was turned into a temporary 



 

  

housing shelter for evacuees.  However, one of the most heart-wrenching calls for help 

came years earlier as a  result not of nature‘s but man‘s demented wrath.  On May 7, 1995 

Bishop William Oden designated a special offering at Sunday worship services for 

victims of the April 19 domestic terrorist attack on the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building 

in Oklahoma City, where 165 people were killed.[13] 

     On a less somber occasion, some four years earlier, church members gathered on the 

front lawn late Sunday afternoon March 17, 1991 for the unveiling of a historical marker 

with inscriptions of key dates and events in congregational history.  Under the auspices of 

the Alexandria- Pineville Historical Marker Committee, chaired by Mike Tudor, the 

research and information printed on the plaque had come from a four-member church 

committee that included this author, Georgie Dunbar, Marguerite Edwards, and Eula 

Wyatt.  The dedicatory celebration included a ―welcome‖ by Pineville Mayor Fred Baden 

and an invocation by Rev. Pyles before the unveiling of the marker, after which Bishop 

William Oden offered a brief address.  Following the benediction given by District 

Superintendent Richard Hoffpauir, those assembled retired to the church parlor for a 

festive reception.[14] 

     Among the significant legacies in congregational history that are tied to Rev. Jimmie 

Pyles‘ eleven-year pastorate, perhaps the most consequential lay in the initial planning 

and preparation for a new church facility at another location.  While lack of convenient 

parking space was an oft-cited factor in the impetus to relocate, demographics in 
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Pineville‘s future growth also came into play.  The heavily traveled corridor along 

Highway 28E near Cottingham Expressway enticed some, and when the opportunity arose 

to purchase a parcel of land at this locale, as well as secure a generous donation of 

adjacent property, church leaders felt compelled to act.  No doubt some of the members 

who had worshiped in the facilities on the corner of College Boulevard and Donahue 

Ferry since 1952 had mixed emotions about leaving a site that they had known for so long 

as their church home.  Others were apprehensive about the financial burdens encumbered 

in building a new church.  However, with a growing congregation placing a premium on 

available space within the existing facilities, plus the parking congestion encountered 

each Sunday, most saw the wisdom in considering a larger house of worship at a location 

that afforded more convenient accessibility. 

     On Sunday, November 16, 1992 at a 7:00 p.m. ―Charge Conference‖ congregational 

meeting, a resolution was presented and adopted to purchase Lots 17- 20 along Rubin 

Drive in the Laeno Subdivision for $24,000.  The resolution also included accepting a 

―donation‖ of adjacent land, approximately seven acres, from Norman and Lorraine 

Martin.  Additional action taken at the Charge Conference gave Louisiana College the 

right of ―first refusal‖ in purchasing the property on the corner of College Boulevard and 

Donahue Ferry if and when the church offered it for sell.  Hank Smart and Jack Stehr, 

Chair and Vice-Chair respectively of the Board of Trustees, along with Rev. Pyles and 

District Superintendent Rev. Donald Avery later signed the various documents associated 
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with the contractual terms of the resolution.[15] 

     The remaining years of Brother Jimmie‘s stay at the Pineville church witnessed a 

flurry of activity in preparation for the anticipated move.  A consulting firm, Jennifer 

Tyler and Associates, was employed to develop effective strategies in fund-raising; 

William May of Ballard & Associates, Inc. was employed as chief architect.  In addition 

to Rev. Pyles and Rev. Jon Tellifero, who came on staff as Associate Pastor in 1993, 

numerous members of the congregation assumed leadership roles in work toward making 

the new church facility a reality.  Despite the enthusiastic resolve of so many, the 

architect‘s projected cost estimate of $4,650,000 for the initial building plan (58,600 sq. 

ft.) eventually forced church leaders to modify the structural expanse by approximately 

one-third to just under 40,000 sq. ft.  This reduction still provided for a facility with some 

13,000 more sq. ft. than the one on College Boulevard.[16]  The main casualty in the 

downsizing from original plans was a much anticipated ―Family Life Center,‖ which 

would have to await a future funding drive.     

     Ultimately, a goal of 2.6 million dollars was established as a realistic figure in funding 

construction of the new church.  Taking cue from a scriptural reference found in Joshua 

1: 11, a ―Possess the Land‖ campaign sought to rally congregational support in meeting 

the monetary challenge.  While the Pastor and Associate Pastor shepherded the drive, 

Kermit and Betty Cummings served as campaign ―chairpersons;‖ Frances Buckalew 

worked as campaign ―coordinator.‖  Sectional chairpersons included Roane and Babs 
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Hathorn, Gary Grand and Susan Breland, Hank and Lura Smart, and Gwen Landry. Over 

one hundred additional church members composed a broader ―executive council,‖ serving 

in various capacities designated as honorary chairpersons, co-chairpersons, major vice-

chairpersons, general vice-chairpersons, and captains.[17] 

     The campaign leadership developed a ten-year funding scenario divided into two five-

year pledge phases, the projected proceeds from each phase estimated between $800,000 

and $1,000,000.  Income from sale of the existing church facility to Louisiana College 

was expected to bring anywhere from $700,000 to $1,500,000.  Based on the projected 

figures, from 2.3 to 3.5 million dollars might be anticipated.  However, the high end of 

the price estimate for the church proved too optimistic, and following protracted 

negotiations, Louisiana College agreed to purchase the facility on the corner of College 

Boulevard and Donahue Ferry for $814,000.[18] 

     Reflecting the swell in excitement that came with anticipation of a new church home, 

many in the congregation showed up for a special ―Possess the Land‖ Fellowship Dinner 

on May 7, 1995 held at the Louisiana College Student Union.  Mike Joseph emceed the 

evening‘s program, Rev. Pyles delivered an inspiring sermon (―Climbing the Mountain‖), 

and District Superintendent Rev. Donald Avery pronounced the Benediction.  Some two 

weeks later, on May 23, church members as well as many other Pineville residents of all 

denominational walks assembled at the Kees Park Community Center for a ―farewell 

reception‖ honoring Jimmie and Dessie.  The outpouring of affection for the beloved 
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couple featured Pineville Mayor Fred Baden making a special gift presentation.[19]  In 

mid-June, concluding an eleven-year pastorate at Pineville‘s FUMC, Rev. Pyles left for 

Ruston to assume duties as District Superintendent. 

     J. Roddy Taylor, coming from Christ Church in Shreveport, preached his first sermon 

as pastor of the Pineville congregation on June 18, 1995.  After the evening service on the 

same date, a church-wide reception honored the arrival of J. Roddy and his wife Linda.  

Jon and Beverley Tellifero were also regaled at the function– Jon continuing his 

appointment as Associate Pastor.[20] 

     Immediately upon arrival at his new charge, Rev. Taylor became immersed in work 

toward the congregation‘s relocation.  He quickly, however, as did other congregational 

leaders, began to have reservations about moving to the recently acquired property along 

Highway 28E.  A heavily congested traffic flow coupled with an aesthetically-challenged 

highway corridor, dubbed by some ―Hamburger Row,‖ no doubt gave pause for concern.  

Before summer‘s end the church‘s Administrative Council opted to explore other sites, 

and following the September 17 evening service a special congregational meeting was 

held to consider the proposed options– ―Site A‖ (the existing domicile on College 

Boulevard); ―Site B‖ (the recently acquired tract in Laeno Subdivision along Highway 

28E); ―Cite C‖ (a prospective site further up Highway 28E); ―Site D‖ (―Milmar‖- a parcel 

of land owned by the Boy Scouts of America located between Monroe and Military 

Highways).  In a formal vote two weeks later,  church members cast ballots indicating 
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their preference among the four sites.  Milmar  received more votes than any other; the 

existing College Boulevard campus tallied the second highest count.[21]  The relatively 

open expanse of the Milmar locale with easy access via Monroe Highway (Highway 165) 

probably influenced voter choice.  Whatever the factors involved, the earlier bubble of 

enthusiasm for relocation to Highway 28E had clearly burst. 

     Events proceeded rapidly in followup to the congregational preference for Milmar.  A 

―Charge Conference‖ following the 10:55 a.m. service on December 17 authorized sale of 

the Highway 28E site to Evangeline Bank & Trust Company for $450,000 and purchase 

of the Milmar property, approximately 50 acres, from the Attakapas Council, Inc. of the 

Boy Scouts of America for $300,000.  Two months later, on February 11, 1996, church 

members voted overwhelmingly to accept a $814,000 ―buy/sell agreement‖ with 

Louisiana College for the College Boulevard property and facilities.  The contract with 

the Baptist institution was formerly ratified at another Charge Conference on March 18, 

with stipulations that payments would be made over a thirty-six month period and the 

congregation would have a similar time frame to relocate.  This same Charge Conference 

also authorized an $18,000 purchase from the Girl Scout Council of three additional acres 

that encroached upon the Milmar property.[22] 

     Over the next two years before actual construction began at the Milmar site, church 

leaders met and consulted frequently with Ballard & Associates, Inc., the architectural 

firm earlier retained, in efforts to keep costs within the budgeted projection of 2.6 million 
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dollars for a 40,000 sq. ft. facility.  Along with Rev. Taylor and Associate Pastor 

Tellifero, others who played a prominent role in these exacting negotiations were Hank 

Smart, chair of the Building Steering Committee, Jack Stehr, chair of the Trustees, and 

Joe Boyd, chair of the Administrative Board and Board of Finance.[23] 

     Seven construction firms bid for the contract to build the new church facility, 

ultimately awarded to Skip Converse, Inc. in March 1998.  According to contractual 

terms, work was to commence within ten days of March 31 and ―substantial completion‖ 

of the project was to be concluded by March 21, 1999.  Over the course of construction, 

constant vigilance by the respective church committees and leadership team helped 

prevent significant cost overrides.  Larry Migues, church trustee and designated ―Clerk of 

the Works,‖ served as an important liaison for the church in dealing with the inevitable 

―issues‖ arising with the construction company in such a lengthy and massive 

endeavor.[24] 

     In the early stages of the Pineville congregation‘s plan for relocation, Methodists 

throughout Louisiana celebrated the completion of an even more grandiose construction 

project– the ―Louisiana Conference Center‖ of The United Methodist Church located near 

Woodworth.  Envisioned as a scenic and serene setting for spiritual renewal, among other 

venues, the approximately $8,000,000 center opened in January 1997.  Its environs spread 

over more than 600 acres and the facilities included a large multi-purpose building with 

meeting rooms and dining area, a chapel seating up to 250, and two ―lodges‖ with 64 
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rooms.[25]  Some ten years after it first opened, the Conference Center remains a pride 

and joy of Louisiana Methodists. 

     Given the excitement, expectations, and occasional frustrations attendant with an 

ambitious building project and congregational relocation, the mission of a caring ministry 

at Pineville‘s FUMC remained the foremost priority for Rev. J. Roddy Taylor.  His 

workload increased significantly when Jon Tellifero left in 1997 to become pastor of the 

First United Methodist Church in Deridder.  For the next few years Rev. Taylor labored 

without the assistance of an associate pastor; not until after the move into the new church 

on Monroe Highway was another appointed, Dr. Henry Blount, a respected and retired 

full-time pastor who had spent many years of service in Methodist pulpits.  In the 

meantime, Rev. Taylor was faced with a herculean task in ministering to such a large 

congregation while at the same time tending to logistics of relocation, site preparation, 

and construction.  Fortunately, in these circumstances he could count on many dedicated 

laymen and laywomen of the church who helped immeasurably in easing his burdens.  

Among the professional staff members who proved to be a blessing was Denise Foster, 

who became Youth Director in 1997 upon John Fugh‘s departure.[26]  Denise‘ s rapport 

and diligent work with the church youth kept this vital component of congregational 

ministry strong during the hectic times of this transitional period. 

     Several months later than originally projected, the congregation gathered in worship 

for the first time at its brand new Monroe Highway edifice on May 23, 1999, 
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appropriately enough ―Pentecost‖ Sunday.  An ―open house‖ the day before saw more 

than 350 members and guests tour the church facilities.  Over 700 attended the 8:30 and 

10:55 a.m. Sunday worship services, listening to Rev. Taylor‘s sermon ―Streams of 

Living Water.‖  Other highlights of the historic occasion included Renee Williams‘ 

beautiful solo rendition of ―Holy Ground‖ and scripture readings by two of the 

congregation‘s graduating high school seniors, Katie Dollar and Andy Simpson.  

Following an early supper in the new Fellowship Hall, the day‘s festivities concluded 

with an evening worship service that featured former Associate Pastor Jon Tellifero 

delivering the sermon.  All told, including those attending various Sunday School classes 

between the two morning services, nearly 1300 people worshiped at Pineville‘s new First 

United Methodist Church on this Pentecost Sunday in 1999, the first of what undoubtedly 

will be a long multitude of Sunday gatherings in the congregation‘s sixth house of 

worship since its first documented structure on Hardtner Street over 130 years ago.[27] 

     Various events associated with a particular place take on added significance because 

they were the first to occur there.  During the initial months at the new site, the church 

played host to occasions of joy and bereavement as had been done throughout the decades 

at earlier locales.  The first wedding to be celebrated in the new sanctuary occurred on 

June 12 when Aimee Badeaux, daughter of Ann and Sid Badeaux, married Mark Littrell.  

The first infant baptism took place a few weeks later when Rev. Taylor baptized Ashton 

Sadler, son of Jennifer and Chad Sadler.  In August, family and friends gathered for the 
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funeral service of long-time church member J. B. Atkins.  On a more joyous occasion in 

the same month, many came to join Babs and Roane Hathorn in celebrating fifty years of 

marriage.  Later, on October 3, Bishop Dan Solomon presided over the ―consecration‖ 

service for the new church.[28] 

     Although time waits for no one, many of us today who were members when the move 

was made to the current campus perhaps find it hard to believe that we have already been 

seven years at our spacious dwelling.  And much has taken place within this brief span of 

congregational history, including significant growth in church membership– from 856 in 

1999 to 954 as of this writing in 2006.  The building and completion in 2003 of a long-

awaited Family Life Center has been another momentous achievement.  Chuck and John 

Butterfield served as Building Committee co-chairs in the venture.  This multifaceted 

facility with all its amenities, including large kitchen, gymnasium, and numerous class-

activity rooms, significantly enhances church outreach in its broad ministry to members 

and the community.  Additional recent congregational milestones have seen the first   

woman, Kathy Powell, serve as chairperson of the Administrative Board and the 

employment of a Director of Children‘s Activities separate from the Youth Director to 

accommodate needs in this vital and expanding ministry.  Shortly after the departure of 

Denise Foster in 1999, Scott and Chanda Canady were employed respectively as Youth 

and Children‘s Director.  Within the past year, these important roles have been assumed 

by Sarah Marsalis (Youth) and Michele Gaharan (Children).[29] 
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     Leading a congregation from one longtime domicile to another and at the same time 

attending to the flock‘s ministerial needs is a daunting task for any minister.  Pineville‘s 

FUMC was fortunate in having Rev. J. Roddy Taylor at the helm during this pivotal 

period in its history.  After a fulfilling seven-year pastorate, and with the congregation 

well ensconced at its new locale, in June 2002 Rev. Taylor began a new chapter in his 

ministerial career at Minden‘s FUMC.  The legacy he left here, along with that of his wife 

Linda, will impact generations to come.  Upon J. Roddy‘s departure came Dr. Ralph Ford 

from Covenant United Methodist Church in Lafayette.[30]  Dr. Ford and his wife Paula 

quickly won the affections of their new Methodist church family. 

     Four years have since passed, in the blink-of-an-eye it seems, and Dr. Ford leaves 

Pineville to become District Superintendent of the Katrina-ravaged New Orleans‘ district 

of the Louisiana Conference.  That he accepts this challenge is a compelling testimony to 

his faith in God; that he was appointed to assume the awesome task at hand speaks 

volumes in the respect given him by Conference leaders.  While pastor here, Rev. Ford 

earned a reputation as one of the most effective pulpit preachers to bless the congregation. 

 Drawing heavily upon scripture, his sermons adroitly conveyed the relevance of early 

Christian witness to contemporary times and social issues.  His pulpit humor, even the 

corniest of his frequent witticisms, served to enliven the deeper theological message.  

Ralph had the good fortune early on in his ministry here of assistance from Associate 

Pastor Dr. Henry Blount.  When Dr. Blount retired several years ago, Lamar Oliver 



 

  

stepped in to fill the vacancy.[31]  Serving well in ministry along side Dr. Ford, Lamar 

also leaves in June 2006 to become pastor of Pharr Chapel United Methodist Church in 

Morgan City. 

     From the spiritual echoes of our earliest brethren who lie interred in the Methodist 

Cemetery on Hardtner Street to the present-day generation, Pineville‘s First United 

Methodist Church claims a rich heritage in advancing the cause of Christ.  When Samuel 

Armstrong became the congregation‘s first appointed pastor back in 1872, perhaps few 

envisioned that their faithful resolve would blossom into what 135 years later is one of 

the most vibrant churches within the entire Louisiana Conference.  Let us pray that our 

ministry today at 2550 Monroe Highway establishes a similar foundation upon which 

later congregational generations can proudly boast.            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

                                                          APPENDIX A 

 

                                CHURCH PASTORS 

 

1872- 73 Samuel Armstrong   1935- 39 H. N. Brown 

1873- 75 Christian Keener   1939- 41 Howard E. Pfost 

1875- 76 J. W. Medlock   1941- 46 R. M. Bentley 

1876- 79 Christian Keener   1946- 49 Ashley T. Law 

1879- 80 L. P. Shepperd   1949- 54 George W. Dameron 

1880- 83 J. D. Harper    1954- 56 Porter M. Caraway  

1883- 87 James W. Beard   1956- 61 John F. Kilpatrick 

1887- 90 Benjamin Franklin White  1961- 64 Kenneth McDowell 

1890- 93 J. F. Wynn    1964- 67 Earl Emmerich 

1893- 94 J. M. Johnson   1967- 70 Wilson Lea Watson 

1894- 95 Robert W. Randle   1970- 73 Richard E. Walton 

1895- 97 F. D. Valkenburg   1973- 76 Stone W. Caraway 

1897- 98 R. S. Collier    1976- 78 Beverly E. Bond 

1898- 1900 Luther L. Roberts   1978- 84 Hugh L. Baker, Jr. 

1900- 03  W. T. Woodward   1984- 95 Jimmie D. Pyles 

1903- 04 J. B. Fulton    1995- 2002 J. Roddy Taylor 

1904- 05 W. E. Aiken    2002- 06 Ralph Ford  

1905- 06 A. R. Hoffpauir   2006-  2008   Jon Tellifero 

1906- 07 T. B. Turner    2008 -            Ricky Willis 

1907- 08 T. J. McCoy 

1908- 09 H. R. Singleton 

1909- 10 F. M. Parker 

1910- 11 S. H. Werlein 

1911- 12 E. J. Vallery 

1912- 14 J. F. Dring 

1914- 16 Harrison B. Vandenburg 

1916- 18 R. V. Fulton 

1918  E. J. Vallery 

1918- 21 Clyde V. Breithaupt 

1921- 22 W. F. Chase 

1922- 28 Claude Karlos Smith 

1928- 29 Lastie N. Hoffpauir 

1929- 34 D. B. Boddie 

1934-35 Robert F. Harrell 

 



 

  

APPENDIX B 

 

    REV. CLYDE BREITHAUPT’S LIST OF CHURCH MEMBERS  

   WITH NOTATION “PRIOR TO 1919" 

 

Alsup, Mrs. G. W.    Lee, Elijah 

Alsup, Miss Rhoda    Lee, George 

Alsup, Mrs. Stella    Lee, Lou 

Andrews, Mrs. Bonnie   Lemoine, Mamie  

Atwood, A. B    McCarty, Mrs. Annie 

Atwood, Elmer    Milegan, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph  

Atwood, Mrs. H. J.    Murray, Henry 

Atwood, J. E.    Murray, Joseph 

Baron, Homer    Murray, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

Barron, Ava I.    Pickett, Hattie 

Barron, Mrs. Homer   Scarbrock, Mr. & Mrs. C. E.  

Barron, Mrs. J. E.    Schaedel, Ferrol 

Barron, Octavia    Schaedel, Mrs. Fred 

Barron, Salina    Schaedel, Mabel 

Barron, T. C.     Schwab, A. F. 

Clements, Mrs. & Mrs. Fred  Singleton, Lillian 

Clements, Fred, Sr.    Tolbert, Josephine 

Coleman, M. M.    Tolbert, William 

Cyinsie, W. H.    Vallery, Mr. & Mrs. E. J. 

Daniel, Mrs. Florence   Vallery, Milton 

Hargrove, Mrs. Mamie   Vanderooth, Mrs. E. 

Harle, J. M.     Wards, Mrs. C. W. 

Harper, Rice     Webster, Mrs. T. A. 

Hoffman, Leigh    Welch, B. B. 

Honeycutt, Mr. & Mrs. J. W.  Wilson, Mrs. B. L.  

Honeycutt, Mr. & Mrs. Warren  Wilson, Charles 

Gillis, David     Windham, Mrs. B. T. 

Gillis, Effie Marguerite   Windham, Ben 

Gillis, Helen     Wrinkle, Mr. & Mrs. 

Lacroix, Jim     Zimmerman, Donald, Jr. 

Lacroix, Mrs. Laura 

 

 

 



 

  

APPENDIX C 

 

 “PARTIAL LIST” OF FAMILIES WITH GRAVE SITES IN THE 

 METHODIST CEMETERY (compiled in 1954 by Willie Wynn White) 

 

Arrington  Deville  Lassiter  Simpson 

Avery  Dobbs  Leckie  Singer 

Aymond  Doiron  Ledbetter  Skiff 

Bain   Dunn   Lee   Slocum 

Ball   Dunnam  Lindle  Smith 

Barron  Durham  Mair   Smyth 

Baynard  Edwards  McBride  Snow 

Benedict  Epinett  McDonald  Stack 

Bolen  Ensley  Mitchell  Stewart 

Bowman  Ferguson  Morgan  Stuckey 

Bradford  Frank  Mosley  Sutton 

Brasher  Gibson  Murphy  Tait 

Briggs  Girlinghouse Nugent  Thomas 

Brister  Gravier  Osborn  Townsend 

Brown  Harper  Packer  Tullis 

Bullard  Hart   Patterson  Turner 

Cannon  Hastings  Pearley  Turrentine 

Carroll  Hathorn  Perley  Van 

Carter  Head   Perry   Van Dyke 

Churchill  Hickman  Petrie  Vaughn 

Coleman  Hill   Phillips  Walker 

Cook   Holt   Poimbeouf  Ward 

Cooper  Horton  Propst  Welch 

Copenhaver  Huddle  Prosser  Westbrook 

Creed  Hunter  Pulliam  Wharton 

Curtis  Iles   Ratcliff  White 

Dauzat  Jordan  Reeves  Williams 

Davidson  Knox   Rine   Whittington 

Dellepaine  Lacroix  Rodrigues 

 

 



 

  

APPENDIX D 

 

 MEMBERSHIP ROLL FROM 1926-27 YEARBOOK AND DIRECTORY 

 

Ainsworth, Emery     Bowen, Gillis, Jr.    

Allen, R. C.      Bowen, Jim 

Allen, Mrs. S. G.     Bowen, Mildred 

Alsup, Mr. & Mrs. Homer    Bradford, Mr. & Mrs. W. T. 

Alsup, Mr. & Mrs. Newton C.   Breithaupt, Rev. & Mrs. C. V. 

Alsup, Miss Rhoda     Breithaupt, Lewell 

Alsup, Rohada Beryl    Breithaupt, Margretta 

Atwood, Mrs. A. B.     Breithaupt, Nell 

Atwood, J. E.     Breithaupt, Vernon 

Atwood, Mr. & Mrs. H. J.    Brewster, Jesemine 

Aycock, Eliza     Brister, Josephine 

Brownlee, George 

Bailey, Dorthy     Burnes, Culver 

Bailey, Evelyn     Burnes, 

Bailey, Kathlyn     Burnes, 

Barns, Mr. & Mrs. M. A.    Burns,  

Barron, Mr. & Mrs. J. I.    Burk, Bisco 

Barron, Miss Lorain    Burk, Mrs. Ella 

Barron, Carol     Burk, Fannie 

Barron, Eunice     Burk, Ruby 

Barron, Frankie     Bush, Mrs. H. W. 

Barron, Myra     Bulter, Mrs. Saline 

Barron, Nellie 

Barron, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A.   Cannon, Chester 

Barron, Thomas I.     Cannon, Dollie 

Barron, Wallace     Cannon, Horace 

Barron, Mr. & Mrs. W. H.    Cannon, J. H.  

Bell, Mary      Cannon, Nellie 

Bell, Otis      Chandler, Mrs. I. J. 

Bernard, Dean     Clements, Ansley 

Bomar, Mr. & Mrs. E. E.    Clements, Fred 

Boren, Edgar     Clements, Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. 

Boren, Mr. & Mrs. Homer E.   Clements, Valentine 

Bowen, Mr. & Mrs. H. G.    Clinton, Mrs. L. O. 

 

 



 

  

 

Coats, Almeda     Harle, J. M. 

Coats, Susie      Harper, Everett 

Coleman, Mrs. Minnie    Harper, H. Cy 

Cook, Chas. A.     Harper, Horace 

Cook, Marie      Harper, Jolly 

Corley, Hop      Harper, Lund 

Corley, Laura     Harper, Mrs. M. E. 

Crow, J. J.      Harper, Mr. & Mrs. Reese 

Curry, Butler      Hawsey, Erma 

Hawsey, Mrs. F. P. 

Edwards, Mrs. D. W.    Herdgrove, Mrs. Minnie 

Elem, Mr. & Mrs. Edwin T.   Heard, Gibson 

Elem, Edwina     Heard, Louise 

Elem, Mary      Heard, Mrs. Mattie 

Erwin, Mrs. R. E.     Hilburn, Mr. & Mrs. C. 

Eyre, Mr. & Mrs. J. S.    Hilburn, Cleveland, Jr. 

Hilburn, Garland 

Faircloth, Dalton     Hilburn, James 

Faircloth, Mr. & Mrs. G. M.   Hilburn, Walter 

Faspool, Lessis     Hines, Ethel 

Faulkner, Bettie     Huckaby, Beatrice 

Faulkner, Nellie     Hunter, Milton 

Felps, Lizzie 

Felps, W. E.      Johnson, Miss Mary Lee 

Felps, Mrs. W. M.      

Fugeler, Mrs. Ollie     Kees, Mrs. William 

Fugler, Norman     Kelly, Mr. & Mrs. James A. 

 

Gillis, Arthur P.     Laborde, Barron 

Gillis, David B.     Laborde, Oscar 

Gillis, Effie      Lacroix, Drew 

Gillis, Hellen     Lacroix, Ellis 

Gillis, Mr. & Mrs. J. B.    Lacroix, Mr. & Mrs. I. B. 

Gillis, Margaret     Lacroix, Mr. & Mrs. J. B.  

Golson, Mrs. W. O.     Lacroix, Jim 

Gravier, Eva      Lacroix, Mrs. Laura 

Gwinn, Esther     Lacroix, Linda 

Lacroix, Patty 

 



 

  

 

Lacroix, Velma     Milligan, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

Lampkin, Mrs. F. W.    Milligan, Joseph, Jr.  

Landrum, Mrs. J. L.     Millikan, Mr. & Mrs. W. H. 

Landrum, Marshall     Millikan, Willie C. 

Lee, George      Murray, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

Lee, Mrs. Joe     Murray, Lewis 

Lee, Miss Lou     Murray, Miss Willie 

Lemoins, Mrs. Mamie 

Lemoins, Mrs. Mollie    Nalley, Alice 

Lewis, Mrs. V. R.     Nugent, Mr. & Mrs. C. A. 

Luneau, Corine     Nugent, Miss Lucy 

Luneau, Elmira     Nugent, Geraldine G. 

Luneau, Mr. & Mrs. Lod    Nugent, Vernie 

Luneau, Wyman     Nugent, Will 

Nunnally, Mr. & Mrs. J. E. 

McArthur, Mrs. J. N. 

McCaa, J. W.     O‘Neal, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 

McCaa, James     O‘Neal, Bernice 

McCann, Eunice     O‘Neal, Clarice 

McCann, Mr. & Mrs. H. B.   O‘Neal, Mr. & Mrs. H. C.  

McCann, Mr. & Mrs. J. A.    O‘Neal, Mr. & Mrs. J. A. 

McCann, Mr. & Mrs. J. B.    O‘Neal, Lizzie 

McCann, Jeff     O‘Neal, Nona 

McCann, Myrtle     O‘Neal, Onie 

McCarty, Mrs. Rush    O‘Neal, Mr. & Mrs. P. H. 

McDonald, Grace     O‘Neal, Mr. & Mrs. R. M. 

McDonald, W. H. 

McFarland, Fannie May    Paul, Jeff 

McFarland, Mrs. J. C.    Petette, Mrs. Robert 

McFarland, J. C., Jr.    Peterman, Mr. & Mrs. Henry 

McFarland, Johnnie     Pharis, Miss Alma 

McFarland, Maud     Pharis, Mr. & Mrs. T. T. 

McKinzie, Mrs. L.     Pickett, Mrs. C. E. 

Megison, Mrs. J. L.     Pickett, C. E., Jr. 

Megison, Loyd     Pickett, Marjorie 

Meyers, Henry F.     Pickett, Georgie 

Miller, Emil      Pickett, Vernon 

Miller, Mrs. Ollie     Pierce, Mr. & Mrs. G. C. 

 



 

  

 

Phillips, Mrs. Sallie     Schwab, A. F. 

Phillips, Mr. & Mrs. Lake C.   Senden, Edith 

Pullin, Mrs. Annie     Senden, Garry 

Senden, Mrs. H. V. 

Radcliff, Gertrude     Senden, Walker 

Radcliff, Mr. & Mrs. J. H.    Sims, Mr. & Mrs. W. M. 

Radcliff, Sadie     Singleton, Lillian 

Rand, Paul      Slatter, Mrs. A. B. 

Rand, T. P.      Smith, Ellis 

Ray, Mrs. C. B.     Smith, Frank 

Reculey, Mrs. Cary     Smith, Mr. & Mrs. J. F. 

Reculey, Ludissin     Smith, James 

Rice, Mrs. Chas. H.     Stanley, Mrs. Eula 

Rice, Dixie      Sweeney, Bessie 

Rice, Hilda 

Rice, Lillie      Teekel, Mr. & Mrs. Dozie 

Rogers, A. J.      Thomas, Mrs. L. R. 

Rogers, Audrey     Thompson, Ruby 

Rogers, Audy     Tolbert, Clarence Elma 

Rogers, Bobbie John    Tolbert, Cleveland Wilson 

Rogers, E. B.     Tolbert, Mrs. L. C. 

Rogers, J. C.      Tolbert, Mr. & Mrs. W. A. 

Rogers, Ulma     Turner, A. W. 

Rogers, Bessie 

Rollo, Bessie     Vallery, Rev. & Mrs. E. J. 

Rollo, Mrs. Fred     Vallery, Edward 

Rollo, Willie      Vallery, Edward, Jr. 

Ryder, Mrs. Alice     Vallery, Emma 

Ryder, Johnnie     Vallery, Ernest 

Ryder, R. D.      Vallery, Mr. & Mrs. G. C. 

Ryder, Robert     Vallery, Herman 

Vallery, Mrs. J. B. 

Scarbrock, Mr. & Mrs. C. E.   Vallery, Milton 

Scarbrook, Euell     Vallery, Ray 

Scarbrook, Hazel     Vandenburg, Mr. & Mrs. M. E. 

Schaedel, Mr. & Mrs. F. W.   Vandevoort, Eddis 

Schaedel, Ferrol     Vandevoort, Ottis 

Schaedel, Mable      
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Wadley, H. T.     Younger, Mr. & Mrs. George 

Walden, Mrs. A. L.     Younger, Mr. & Mrs. Winston R. 

Walden, Clyde 

Walker, Mrs. M. A.     Zimmerman, Donald, Jr. 

Walker, Mary     Zimmerman, Mrs. D. G. 

Ward, Mrs. Stella 

Ward, William 

Watlington, Mr. & Mrs. J. L. 

Watlington, Needham 

Weast, Mrs. J. D. 

Webster, Mrs. Perry 

Wells, Mrs. Octavia 

Westbrooks, Cecil 

Westbrooks, Mrs. Nettie 

Westbrooks, Woodrow 

Westerchill, Blanch 

Wilbanks, Arthur 

Wilbanks, Mary 

Wilbanks, Robert J. 

Wilbanks, Robert J. 

Willette, Mrs. L. C. 

Wilson, Mrs. B. L. 

Wilson, Chas. 

Wilson, J. C. 

Wilson, J. M. 

Wilson, Viola 

Windham, Mr. & Mrs. B. T. 

Windham, Ben 

Windham, Vergie 

Woodward, John 

Wrinkle, Mr. & Mrs. John L. 

Wrinkle, Margrette 

Wroten, Clarence 

Wroten, Dora M. 

Wroten, Jewell 

Wroten, Thomas 

Wyatt, Mrs. Louise 
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ENDNOTES 

 

1     Roots of Methodism in Louisiana     

 

     1)For several weeks in August 1801, thousands flocked to the now-famous Cane 

Ridge ―camp meeting‖ in Bourbon County, Kentucky, where revivalists cast emotive 

warnings to unrepentant sinners and ―backsliders‖ of the hellfire and brimstone that 

awaited them.  The threats of eternal damnation triggered an intense evangelical 

Protestantism over the next few decades that witnessed a huge proliferation in the ranks 

of Methodists and Baptists across the South.  Historians refer to this early 19
th

 century 

revivalism as the ―Second Great Awakening,‖ following a similarly evocative revival 

period throughout the Atlantic Coast colonies in the first half of the 18
th

 century. 

 

     2)Methodists in the United States trace their institutional origin to the December, 1784 

―Christmas Conference‖ in Baltimore, Maryland, where the Methodist Episcopal Church 

was established, independent of John Wesley‘s Methodist movement in England.  Before 

the conference adjourned, approximately twelve ministers were ordained; Thomas Coke 

and Francis Asbury, the latter sent by John Wesley to America in 1771, were consecrated 

as Bishops.        

     The reference to Natchez as a ―moral waste‖ is found in John G. Jones, A Complete 

History of Methodism as Connected With the Mississippi Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South, 2 vols. (Nashville, 1887), I, 24. 

 

     3)Ibid., 117-119; 125.  Excerpts from Dow‘s journal can be found in Walter N. 

Vernon, Becoming One People: A History of Louisiana Methodism (Bossier City, La., 

1987), 7.  Lorenzo Dow was one of the most colorful and eccentric itinerant preachers in 

the early 19
th
 century American Southwest, occasionally referred to by contemporaries as 

―Crazy Dow.‖  While he embraced Methodist tenets, there is some question as to whether 

he was ever officially approved by the institutional hierarchy as a Methodist minister.   

      

     4)Quoted in Robert Henry Harper, Louisiana Methodism (Washington, D.C., 1949), 7. 

 

     5)Ibid., 8 for Blackman‘s quote.  Several other locales claim earlier congregational 

origins.  Vernon, Becoming One People, 9-10, offers an informative commentary on early 

Methodist churches in Louisiana.  Tim Hebert, ―A Concise History of the Louisiana 

Conference‖ is another good source on the early years of Methodism in the state; 

accessed June 1, 2004 at the following website of the Louisiana Conference Archives, 

United Methodist Church:  http://www.iscuo.org/laum.htm. 

 

     6)Quoted in Harper, Louisiana Methodism, 8-10. 
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     7)Ibid., 10.  Sue Eakin, Rapides Parish: An Illustrated History (Northridge, CA., 

1987), 22-23, provides a detailed account of the duel fought on a sand bar in the 

Mississippi River between Natchez and Vidalia.  Many who have researched the ―Bowie 

Knife‖ attribute its design to Jim‘s brother, Resin Bowie. 

 

     8)Charles W. Ferguson, Organizing to Beat the Devil: Methodists and the Making of 

America (Garden City, NY, 1971), 146.  Young‘s quote in regard to Jim Bowie‘s father is 

found in Harper, Louisiana Methodism, 52.  In addition to Harper‘s study, reference to 

Axley Chapel as the initial Protestant edifice in Louisiana can be found in Vernon, 

Becoming One People, 10, and John Wilds, Charles L. DuFour, and Walter G. Cowan, 

Louisiana Yesterday and Today: A Historical Guide to the State (Baton Rouge, 1996), 

111.  The last work cited refers to James Axley as James Oxley. 

 

     9)Jeanne Burton, Sharing and Becoming: A History of the First United Methodist 

Church, Pineville, Louisiana (private printing, 1986), 8. 

 

     10)Numerous sources chronicle the circumstances surrounding Nolley‘s death.  One of the 

most thorough accounts is found in Jones, Complete History of Methodism, I, 373-377. 

 

     11)Ibid., 335; Harper, Louisiana Methodism, 29-31.  Whatley‘s quote is found in the latter 

reference. 

 

     12)Jones, Complete History of Methodism, II, 74-79, 194.  Among the many pastors‘ 

wives who have been a part of Pineville‘s First Methodist congregation, several debunk the 

traditional stereotype that goes with being a ―minister‘s wife.‖  Linda Taylor, wife of Rev. J. 

Roddy Taylor,  perhaps stands at the top of the list.  Beyond an enthusiastic zest for life that 

is contagious and a fanatical devotion to the New Orleans Saints that remains constant 

despite the team‘s woeful won-loss ledger, Linda is a dedicated partner in her husband‘s 

ministry who touched the lives of many through her initiatives and leadership in ―La Coeur 

au Coeur,‖ a service and outreach circle of women in Pineville‘s FUMC that she established 

while here.                

      

     13)Bennett Wall, ed., Louisiana: A History, 3
rd

 edition (Wheeling, IL, 1977), 143, 147. 

 

     14)Jones, Complete History of Methodism, II, 511-513; see also Harper, Louisiana 

Methodism, 71-72, and Vernon, Becoming One People, 41-43.  Reflecting the anti-slavery 

sentiments of John Wesley, Methodists in the early 19
th

 century South generally opposed 

slavery.  However, as church membership came to include increasing numbers of wealthy 

planters and slave owners, theology from the pulpit similarly evolved toward a more pro-

slavery interpretation of scriptures.      
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     15)Harper, Louisiana Methodism, 85-86; Vernon, Becoming One People, 43-45; Hebert, 

―Concise History of the Louisiana Conference.‖ 

 

     16)Vernon, Becoming One People, 35-36; 58-59; Harper, Louisiana Methodism, 150-154; 

Jones, Complete History of Methodism, II, 534-535; ―History of Centenary,‖ accessed in 

May, 2001 at the following website:  http://www.centenary.edu/geninfo/history.html. 

 

     17)Vernon, Becoming One People, 59, 220; Harper, History of Methodism, 155-157.  

Homer College in Claiborne Parish, founded in the mid-1850s, and Pierce and Paine College 

in Sabine Parish, founded in 1860, were two additional schools associated with the Louisiana 

Conference.  Although both were short-lived, the conference received timber revenue as late 

as 1944 from acreage on what had been the campus of Pierce and Paine College.  Perhaps of 

greater historical significance, the campus became a battleground where Union and 

Confederate forces clashed on April 9, 1864, an engagement officially recorded as the Battle 

of Pleasant Hill. 

 

 

          2     A Church is Born 

 

     1)Elaine Brister, Once Upon A River: A History of Pineville, Louisiana (Baton Rouge, 

1968), 28, 31, 43-45.  To date, Brister‘s work is the most thorough and comprehensive study 

chronicling the history of Pineville.  While there is no extant documentation on the specific 

year of origin for ―Post du Rapide,‖  it may be conjectured that some type of French presence 

was established in the vicinity of present-day Pineville shortly after a 1722 report by Diron 

d‘Artaguette, Inspector of Troops in Louisiana, recommending the erection of a fortified post 

on the Red River to protect those portaging the rapids.     

 

     2)Ibid., 173-174 and Germaine M. Reed, David French Boyd: Founder of Louisiana State 

University (Baton Rouge, 1977), 16-33, offer thorough accounts on the origin and early years 

of the State Seminary of Learning and Military Academy.  The institution remained open 

until April 1863, when the threat of an approaching Union army forced its closure.  Although 

the Seminary reopened shortly after war‘s end, in 1869 a fire destroyed the main building 

which once again brought temporary suspension of operations.  When classes resumed later 

in the year, the campus had been moved to Baton Rouge and the transplanted institution 

became known as Louisiana State University. 

 

    3)Dorr‘s quotes are found in Brister, Once Upon A River, 52; reference to the temperance 

movement, 161.  The Episcopal Church to which Dorr made reference, Mount Olivet, still 

stands and is the oldest structure in Pineville. 
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     4)Ibid., 157; Minutes of the Louisiana Annual Conference (Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South), 21
st
 Session, December, 1866; hereafter cited as Minutes, Louisiana Conference.  

Records of the Louisiana Annual Conference are found in Magale Library at Centenary 

College. 

 

     5)Philip A. Tapley, A History of the First United Methodist Church, Alexandria, 

Louisiana, 1846-1876 (private printing, 1976), 8. 

 

     6)In His Name, undated pamphlet published by the First Methodist Church, Pineville, La.; 

Willie Wynn White, ―The Methodist Cemetery, Pineville, Louisiana. (6-4-1954),‖ manuscript 

copy in author‘s possession.  Ms. White was the granddaughter of Rev. Benjamin Franklin 

White,  pastor of Pineville‘s Methodist Church from 1887- 1890. 

 

     7)Minutes, Louisiana Conference for the years 1847- 1872; Burton, Sharing and 

Becoming, 9.  The Alexandria and Pineville churches shared the same minister until 1890, 

when T. K. Faunt Le Roy and John F. Wynn received separate appointments to the respective 

congregations.   

 

     8)Minutes, Louisiana Conference, 26
th
 Session, January, 1872. 

 

     9)Ibid., and 27
th
 Session, January, 1873; Brister, Once Upon A River, 161.  The African 

Methodist Episcopal Church and African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church were founded 

respectively in Philadelphia and New York near the end of the 18
th
 century; the Colored 

Methodist Episcopal Church was organized shortly after the Civil War and attracted many 

former slaves into its fold.  See John Hope Franklin and Alfred A. Moss, Jr., From Slavery 

To Freedom: A History of African Americans, 7
th

 edition (New York, 1994), 102-103, 231. 

 

     10)Much has been written of the events leading to the bloody Easter Sunday showdown in 

Colfax.  For decades afterwards, local whites generally condoned the killings as a necessary 

response to ―outrages‖ committed by hostile blacks.  More recent studies offer a less 

patronizing interpretation, rather categorizing the confrontation as a ―massacre.‖  For a 

sample of the varying viewpoints, see Manie White Johnson, ―The Colfax Riot of April, 

1873,‖ Louisiana History Quarterly, XIII (July, 1930); Ella Lonn, Reconstruction in 

Louisiana After 1868 (New York, 1918), 240-244; Joe Gray Taylor, Louisiana 

Reconstructed, 1863-1877 (Baton Rouge, 1974), 267-273; Ted Tunnell, Crucible of 

Reconstruction:  War, Radicalism and Race in Louisiana, 1862-1877 (Baton Rouge, 1984), 

189-193. 

 

     11)Miscellaneous Conveyance, Book B, pp.43-44, Clerk of Court‘s Office, Rapides 

Parish Courthouse.  In their respective works, Elaine Brister and Jeanne Burton mistakenly 
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list the land donor as Thomas E. (author‘s italics) Maddox.  The officially recorded 

conveyance notes the donor as Thomas H. Maddox, possibly the same ―Thomas Harris 

Maddox‖ who participated in the 1827 ―Sand Bar‖ duel that brought Jim Bowie notoriety.  

Historian Sue Eakin states that Maddox ―lived to past ninety,‖ so even if he was middle aged 

at the time of the duel, he could have been living in 1873.  See Eakin, Rapides Parish, 23-24. 

     

 

     12)Minutes, Louisiana Conference, 27
th
 Session, January, 1873; Year Book and Directory: 

Pineville Methodist Episcopal Church, South (Pineville, 1926-27), 5; Burton, Sharing and 

Becoming, 9-10, 52. 

 

     13)Vernon, Becoming One People, 101; Minutes, Louisiana Conference, 28
th

 Session, 

January, 1874 and 29
th
 Session, January, 1875; New Orleans Christian Advocate, January 21, 

1875. 

 

     14)All quotes are from New Orleans Christian Advocate, January 21, 1875; information 

also from Minutes, Louisiana Conference, 29
th
 Session, January, 1875. 

 

     15)Minutes, Louisiana Conference, 30
th

 Session, December, 1875; Burton, Sharing and 

Becoming, 9-10. 

 

     16)Minutes, Louisiana Conference, 52
nd

  Session, January, 1898- ―Memoirs,‖ 37-38.  If 

some parishioners saw Rev. Keener as a snobbish bore, they probably applauded his stance 

on late 19
th
 century racial mores.  When Bishop Atticus G. Haywood, a racial ―liberal‖ given 

the times, wrote Our Brothers in Black seeking to promote racial ecumenicity, Brother 

Keener accused him, in so many words, of threatening segregationist polity.  See Vernon, 

Becoming One People, 124. 

 

     17)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 10. 

 

     18)Ibid., 11-12; Year Book and Directory (1926-27), 5; Brister, Once Upon A River, 49, 

73.  Additional information on our earliest church members, probably the more prominent 

and influential, could possibly be found in back files of the Alexandria Daily Town Talk, 

central Louisiana‘s most widely circulated newspaper that began publication in 1883.  This 

author must leave to the more serious chronicler such an undertaking. 

 

     19)Brister, Once Upon A River, 89-90.  The original five city councilmen were Louis 

Abadie, E. J. Barrett, G. W. Bolton, W. H. Chapman, and Napoleon Lawrence. 
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3     Years of Growth 

 

     1)The specific date of the Church‘s move to the 800 block on Main Street cannot be 

documented.  Various sources, including the earlier church history written by Rev. Earl 

Emmerich, state that relocation came during the pastorate of Raleigh V. Fulton, who served 

the congregation from December 1916 through the summer of 1918. 

 

     2)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 10, 14. 

 

     3)Journal of the Louisiana Annual Conference (Methodist Episcopal Church, South), 77
th
 

Session, November, 1922- ―Memoirs,‖ 91-93; 120
th

 Session, May-June, 1965- ―Memoirs,‖ 

212.  In the early 20
th

 century title of the official proceedings of the Annual Conference 

changed from Minutes to Journal; references hereafter cited as Journal, Louisiana 

Conference. 

 

     4)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 55-56. 

 

     5)Ibid., 10; Brister, Once Upon A River, 161. 

 

     6)Brister, Once Upon A River, 92, 127.  The author learned of Walter Reed‘s Methodist 

parentage through the following website, which also provides a good biographical sketch of 

the medical pioneer:  http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/welcome/history, accessed in July, 

2003.   

 

     7)Brister, Once Upon A River, 92-93; White, ―The Methodist Cemetery, Pineville, 

Louisiana,‖ 8.  Although situated on higher ground than Alexandria, Pineville did not escape 

serious flooding on occasions prior to the erection of an effective levee system.  High water 

resulting in much property damage came in 1892, 1908, and 1927.     

 

     8)Interview with Mrs. S. E. Richardson conducted by Willie Wynn White in 1954, found 

in Burton Sharing and Becoming, 52; interview with Jannie Jones conducted by Kermit 

Cummings (no date)– transcription in author‘s possession. 

 

     9)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 14. 

 

     10)Quoted in Brister, Once Upon A River, 59. 

 

     11)Ibid., 64-65, 124-125, 139, 185.  Hardtner Street in Pineville, initially known as 

Cemetery Road, was in all probability named after Henry Hardtner.  As a young entrepreneur, 
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he convinced his father, Ernest, and another associate to invest in timber interests.  Their 

most significant and successful venture was the establishment of a lumber mill along the 

Missouri Pacific Railroad in what is today LaSalle Parish.  The town of Urania grew up 

around this mill.  It was on company lands at the Urania plant that Henry began reforestation 

efforts, the first initiated in Louisiana. 

 

     12)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 69
th
 Session, December, 1914.  The original charter of 

the Methodist Cemetery Association is reprinted in White, ―The Methodist Cemetery, 

Pineville, Louisiana,‖ 3-6.  According to Article VII, the Association was granted a 99-year 

succession from its date of incorporation. 

 

     13)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 3.  George Dameron served as church pastor from 

1949-1954, during which time the congregation moved to the site at the corner of College 

Boulevard and Donahue Ferry. 

 

     14)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 71
st
 Session, November, 1916; White, ―The Methodist 

Cemetery, Pineville, Louisiana,‖6-8. 

 

     15)Brister, Once Upon A River, 126-127; Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 16.  Before 

construction of more permanent billets at Camp Beauregard, many of the tents that initially 

housed the soldiers had been recently used by troops under Gen. John J. Perhsing while 

pursuing Pancho Villa in northern Mexico. 

 

     16)Brister, Once Upon A River, 161; Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 12, 16, 52; White, 

―The Methodist Cemetery, Pineville, Louisiana,‖ 8, 10. 

 

     17)Bowdon‘s quote found in Journal, Louisiana Conference, 111
th
 Session, May 29- June 

1, 1956– ―Memoirs,‖ 158; information on the Rev. Fulton‘s preaching schedule found in 

―News of Churches‖ section of the Alexandria Daily Town Talk, May 18, 1918. 

 

     18)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 16-17. 

 

     19)Ibid., 18. 

 

     20)Ibid., 3, 21; Journal, Louisiana Conference, 106
th

 Session, May, 1951– ―Memoirs,‖ 

172. 

 

     21)Quoted in Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 22. 

 

     22)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 106
th

 Session, May, 1951– ―Memoirs,‖ 172-173.  



 

 114 

After leaving Pineville, his first charge, Smith served pastoral appointments in Crowley, 

Tallulah, West Monroe, Mangum Memorial, Franklin, and Mansfield.  Ill health eventually 

forced him from the pulpit; he died in 1950 and was buried at Foley, Alabama. 

 

     23)―20th Century Chronicles: Good Times, Hard Times, 1920-1939,‖ supplement to The 

Town Talk, Alexandria-Pineville, September 12, 1999; Brister, Once Upon A River, 177-178. 

 In his latter years on the School Board, J. I. Barron led the community effort to build a high 

school on the Pineville side of the Red River, a goal which was finally achieved in 1952.  

Prior to this, Pineville‘s high school-aged students of Caucasian hue attended what is today 

Bolton High School in Alexandria.   

 

     24)―20th Century Chronicles: Good Times, Hard Times, 1920-1939.‖  For an engrossing 

account of the 1927 flood and its far flung ramifications, see John Barry‘s Rising Tide: The 

Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It Changed America (New York, 1997). 

 

     25)Brister, Once Upon A River, 59. 

 

 

4     Through the Depression and World War II 

 

     1)Year Book and Directory(1926-7), 5; Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 18, 21.  Specific 

location of the parsonage came from information given by Harbin Boddie, one of the sons of 

Rev. D. B. Boddie, who lived there from 1929- 1934 during his father‘s pastorate. 

 

     2)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 21, 28.  E. T. Elam is noted as ―Edwin T. Elem‖ in the 

1926-7 Year Book and Directory; most other church records reference the name as Elam. 

 

     3)Ibid., 21.  The 1926-7 Year Book and Directory noted that ―at this time there has been 

spent in the building about $10,000.  This Church will be modern in every way and will have 

21 Sunday School rooms.‖   

 

     4)Ibid., 22; David M. Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A. Bailey, The American 

Pageant: A History of the Republic, 2 vols., 12
th

 edition (New York, 2002), II, 768. 

 

     5)Harbin Boddie‘s recollections found in manuscript prepared by Kermit Cummings 

entitled “Names and Events Found in Various Records or Submitted By People Who Were 

There,” 2-3; hereafter cited as Cummings, “Names and Events.”  Clarice Moore‘s account is 

in Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 29. 

 

     6)Quoted in Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 22-23. 
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     7)Cummings, “Names and Events,” 3. 

 

     8)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1974– ―Memoirs,‖ 145. 

 

     9)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 23. 

 

     10)Ibid. 

 

     11)Ibid. for Emmerich‘s quote (in which all letters were capitalized for emphasis); 

Joyner‘s quote from Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1943- ―Memoirs,‖ 82. 

 

     12)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 29. 

 

     13)Cummings, “Names and Events,” 3-4. 

 

     14)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 23. 

 

     15)Website for the United Methodist Church(http://www.umc.org); Vernon, Becoming 

One People, 233-235.  The historic conference establishing The Methodist Church convened 

on April 26, 1939, in Kansas City, MO.  Later in the year, on November 16, the Louisiana 

Conference of the South Central Jurisdiction held its inaugural session at Trinity Methodist 

Church in Ruston. 

 

     16)A small community known as Poland is found in Rapides Parish along Highway 1, not 

far south of Alexandria.  One of our current and longtime members, Roane Hathorn, grew up 

there.  Soon after I began teaching Louisiana History, I came across the following anecdotal 

jewel of  rustic lore:  When radio broadcasts informed listeners that Hitler had invaded 

Poland, local farmers rushed from the fields, grabbed their guns and headed to the Red River 

levee shouting defiantly, ―Hitler may have taken Poland, but by golly he‘ll never set foot 

‗cross river!‖ 

 

     17)Jerry P. Sanson, Louisiana During World War II: Politics and Society, 1939-1945 

(Baton Rouge, 1999), offers a thorough look into the military maneuvers and their impact on 

the region, as well as later consequences of war throughout the state. 

 

     18)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 30, 33; Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1951- 

―Memoirs,‖ 171-172. 

 

     19)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 24; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 4. 
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     20)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 30; information on the Sunday School classes from 

Cummings, “Names and Events,” 4. 

 

     21)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 30. 

 

     22)Brister, Once Upon A River, 161; Harper‘s quote from In His Name, a fund-raising 

pamphlet published by Pineville‘s First Methodist Church on the eve of the congregation‘s 

move to the site at College Boulevard and Donahue Ferry; Fallin‘s quote found in 

Cummings, “Names and Events,” 5. 

 

     23)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 32; Conveyance Record, Book 341, p.565, Clerk of 

Court‘s Office, Rapides Parish Courthouse. 

 

     24)Legend has it that Rodney ―Gypsy‖ Smith, born in 1860, was raised by a band of 

Gypsies in England.  Converted to Christianity as a teenager, he worked for a number of 

years with Gen. William Booth in the Salvation Army before becoming an itinerant preacher. 

By the time of his death in 1947, he had achieved a reputation as one of Christianity‘s great 

evangelists. 

 

     25)Burton Sharing and Becoming, 32-33. 

 

     26)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1985- ―Memoirs,‖ 251-252.             

 

                  

5 Movin‘ on Up:  The First Ten Years     

At the Corner of College Boulevard  

and Donahue Ferry 

 

     1)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 32; officers and members of the General Building 

Program Committee listed in Church Program of March 30, 1952– ―Observing the First 

Service in the New Church.‖  J. I. Barron, Sr., for years an influential member of the church, 

 would soon leave  First Methodist Church and play a key role in founding Pineville‘s Asbury 

Methodist Church.  More on this later in the chapter.   

 

     2)Bishop Martin‘s letter in pamphlet In His Name; other information from Church 

Program, March 30, 1952, and Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 32. 

 

     3)In His Name lists members of the Steering Committee; reference to the ―four opposition 

votes‖ found in ―A Brief History‖ section of Church Program, March 30, 1952.  Jeanne 

Burton maintains that Gremillion Construction Company built the church ―at cost,‖ not 
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wanting to profit from a religious project; see Sharing and Becoming, 32.  Perhaps this 

accounts for the lowest bid among all seeking the contract.  Given today‘s entrepreneurial 

climate in business ventures, this seems incredulous. 

 

     4)Information on Board of Stewards‘ action found in Church Program, March 30, 1952. 

Campaign pledges spanned a three-year period.  As is prone to occur, cash receipts fell short 

of the amount promised.  According to the Church Treasurer‘s Quarterly Conference Report 

submitted July 26, 1954, only $46,024 had been collected on the building pledges. 

    

     5)Alexandria Daily Town Talk, April 25, 1951; “Ground Breaking Service” Program, 

Pineville Methodist Church, April 29, 1951.  The so-called ―McCarthy Era‖ of the early 

1950s spawned an intense patriotic fervor against perceived Communist subversion.  

Unfortunately, many loyal citizens suffered ruined reputations and careers after arbitrarily 

being branded ―Communist‖ by Senator McCarthy.  Ultimately, McCarthy‘s influence waned 

as his alcoholism became more acute and his allegations more outlandish. 

 

     6)“Loyalty Dinner” Program, Pineville Methodist Church, May 2, 1951. 

 

     7)Cummings, “Names and Events,” 5-6.  As of this writing, Tommy Dunbar pastors 

Alexandria‘s First United Methodist Church. 

 

     8)Church Program, March 30, 1952. 

 

     9)Ibid. 

 

     10)Conveyance Record, Book 427, p.638, Clerk of Court‘s Office, Rapides Parish 

Courthouse; Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 33. 

 

     11)―Pastor‘s Quarterly Conference Report,‖ May 4, 1952, Official Quarterly Record, 

Alexandria District, Louisiana Conference of The Methodist Church; Brister, Once Upon A 

River, 162; author‘s telephone conversation with Joan Payne, daughter of J. I. Barron, Sr.,  

July 30, 2003; author‘s interview with Fred Tannehill, July 29, 2003. 

 

     12)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1970- ―Memoirs,‖ 140; Brister, Once Upon A River, 

177-178; Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 32; telephone conversation, Joan Payne; interview, 

Fred Tannehill. 

 

     13)Telephone conversation with Joan Payne.  In a brief conversation the author had with 

John Groves, a member of Pineville‘s FUMC who was among the initial congregants of the 

Asbury Church, he indicated that between 35 and 40 people regularly attended services. 
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     14)―Pastor‘s Quarterly Conference Report,‖ May 4, 1952; Burton Sharing and Becoming, 

33; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 6. 

 

     15)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1996- ―Memoirs,‖ 275; Burton, Sharing and 

Becoming, 35, 37, 39.  On the occasion of a special dedication service for the memorial 

library, May 5, 1974, Mrs. Dameron penned the following about her husband‘s abiding 

interest in Christian education:  ―Of the many books he read, exclusive of the Bible, which 

made an indelible impression on him, the two that stand out were The Meaning of Prayer, by 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, and The Social Principles of Jesus, by Walter Rauschenbusch.‖ 

The impetus behind Rev. Dameron‘s social activism probably came, at least in part, from 

reading Rauschenbusch, who had become the premier theologian of the ―Social Gospel‖ 

movement by the early 20
th

 century. 

 

     16)―Pastor‘s Quarterly Conference Report,‖ July 26, 1954; Journal, Louisiana 

Conference, 1979- ―Memoirs,‖ 179. 

 

     17)Cummings, “Names and Events,” 6. 

 

     18)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 33, 60-61. 

 

     19)Ibid., 33-35; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 7; conversation with Jack Stehr.  Mr. 

Stehr chaired the committee that supervised construction of the parsonage on Fairview Drive. 

 

     20)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1973- ―Memoirs,‖ 126; Cummings, “Names and 

Events,” 7-8. 

 

     21)“Thank God Through Your Church,” leaflet printed by ―Every Member Canvass‖ 

committee and distributed to church members; Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 34. 

 

     22)“Thank God Through Your Church” leaflet; Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 34; 

Cummings, “Names and Events,” 8; letter from E. Carroll Barron (Barron, Heinburg, and 

Brocato) to Board of Trustees, First Methodist Church, Pineville, June 24, 1959, found in 

―Church Building Program‖ folder on file at FUMC, Pineville. 

 

     23)Cummings, “Names and Events,” 8; Alexandria Daily Town Talk, June 29, 1959. 

 

     24)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 34; Alexandria Daily Town Talk, April 16, 1960. 

 

   25)Letters from Mathern Brown (Anderson Art Glass Company) to Rev. Kilpatrick, 

September 9 and November 11, 1959; letter from Rev. Kilpatrick to Anderson Art Glass 
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Company, January 29, 1960; letter from J. E. Ratcliff (general contractor) to Rev. Kilpatrick, 

March 3, 1960; letter from J. S. Nanson (Leird Manufacturing Company) to Rev. Kilpatrick, 

March 9, 1960.  The aforementioned correspondence, along with many other letters 

associated with the sanctuary‘s construction, are found in ―Church Building Program‖ folder 

on file at FUMC, Pineville. 

 

     26)Church Programs (morning and evening service), April 17, 1960; Alexandria Daily 

Town Talk, April 16, 1960.     

 

     27)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 35. 

 

     28)Ibid., 33-35; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 8. 

 

     29)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 35; letter from I. B. LaCroix (Chairman, Official 

Board) to Jack Stehr, August 21, 1962, expressing appreciation for the ―tireless efforts you 

have put forth toward the completion of the church parsonage,‖on file at FUMC, Pineville. 

 

     30)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1973- ―Memoirs,‖ 126. 

 

 

6 Forging Ahead 

 

     1)―Heritage Sunday,‖ http://www.iscuo.org/hersun.htm, accessed May 29, 2004.  The 

Evangelical United Brethren Church was established in 1946 with the union of the 

Evangelical Church and the United Brethren in Christ, both denominations having originated 

in the early 19
th
 century.  Currently, The United Methodist Church has approximately 8 

million members in the United States, making it the country‘s second largest Protestant 

denomination behind the Southern Baptists.  Another 1.5 million United Methodists are 

found around the world. 

 

     2)Quoted in Cummings, “Names and Events,” 9; see also Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 

35-36. 

 

     3)Quoted in Cummings, “Names and Events,” 10; see also Burton, Sharing and 

Becoming, 35-36. 

 

     4)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 35-36. 

 

     5)Quoted in Cummings, “Names and Events,” 10; see also Journal, Louisiana 

Conference, 1969- ―Memoirs,‖ 227-228.  After returning from mission work in Korea and  
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prior to his first appointment in Louisiana, Brother Emmerich served a brief pastorate in his 

native state Mississippi at Osyka.  During his three-decade ministry in the Bayou State, he 

oversaw the building of several churches, including sanctuaries at Rayville and University 

Church in Lake Charles. 

 

     6)―Itemized Expense Budget, 1967-1968,‖ on file at FUMC, Pineville. 

 

     7)Quoted in Cummings, “Names and Events,” 11. 

 

     8)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 37; ―Dedication of Sanctuary‖ Program, First United 

Methodist Church, Pineville, January 30, 1972, and ―Dedication Program‖ for Wilson Lea 

Watson Memorial Education and Activities Building, May 23, 1982, both on file at FUMC, 

Pineville.  Harold Dekeyser served as consulting architect and J. E. Ratcliff, the contractor 

who built the sanctuary, again won the bid for construction. 

 

     9)Quoted in Cummings, “Names and Events,” 12. 

 

     10)Ibid. 

 

     11)Ibid.; Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1970- ―Memoirs,‖ 145.  Wilson Watson earned 

degrees from Centenary College and Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist 

University.  His affiliation with the Louisiana Conference began in 1947; before coming to 

Pineville in 1967, he served as pastor in churches at Sherveport, Lafayette, Ponchatula, 

Eunice, and Tallulah. 

 

     12)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 37.  Like her husband George, Estelle Dameron was 

an avid reader and keen theologian.  Even in her later years when afflicted with failing 

eyesight, utilizing large print volumes and magnification, she continued reading and teaching. 

 The ―Pairs and Spares‖ Sunday School Class was indeed fortunate to have this dedicated, 

knowledgeable, and compassionate Christian lady as its principal teacher for many years. 

 

     13)Ibid., 37-38; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 13. 

 

     14)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1978- ―Memoirs,‖ 174; Hebert, ―A Concise History of 

the Louisiana Conference.‖ 

 

     15)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 38-39; ―Dedication of Sanctuary‖ Program, January 

30, 1972.  According to policy of The United Methodist Church, a church building or 

structure cannot be ―officially‖ dedicated until its debt has been liquidated. 
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     16)―A Service of Celebration‖ Program, First United Methodist Church, Pineville, April 

15, 1973, on file at FUMC, Pineville; Alexandria Daily Town Talk, April 16, 1973; Burton, 

Sharing and Becoming, 39.  Whereas the printed ―Service of Celebration‖ program lists  

Mamie Hardgrave (author‘s italics) as one of the five members prior to 1919, Jeanne Burton 

 lists in her copy of Rev. Breithup‘s registry a Mamie Hargrove. 

 

     17)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 39, 58, 62-64. 

 

     18)Ibid., 40-41; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 14. 

 

     19)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 40; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 14-15. 

 

     20)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 41; Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1988- ―Memoirs,‖ 

181.  After leaving Pineville in 1978, Rev. Bond served two more appointments before 

retiring in 1984.  He and Marie then moved to Baton Rouge where their daughter, son-in-law, 

and grandchildren lived.  Following a brief illness, Beverly Bond died in 1987 and was 

buried in Mt. Moriah Cemetery near his hometown of Haynesville. 

 

     21)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 41. 

 

     22)Ibid., Cummings, “Names and Events,” 15. 

 

     23)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 41; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 15.  David 

Dietzel, like numerous other laymen in our congregation, eventually entered the ministry.   

Dulac continues to be one of the ―mission‖ ministries within the Louisiana Conference of 

The United Methodist Church, where a community center provides educational and economic 

opportunities under the auspices of a nurturing Christian environment  for the resident 

Houma Indians. 

 

     24)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 42.  ―Tabitha‘s‖ take their name from the Biblical 

Tabitha (or Dorcas), a woman from Joppa during the time of Christ who made clothing for 

the poor and needy.  Upon her death, according to the New Testament account (Acts 9: 36-

41), Simon Peter was summoned from nearby Lydda and through his intercessory prayer, she 

arose from death. 

 

     25)Ibid., 41-42; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 16. 

 

     26)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 42; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 15-16. 

 

     27)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 42, 44; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 16. 
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     28)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 43; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 16; Worship 

Service Bulletins, July 4, 1982 and April 5, 1987.                  

 

     29)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 42, 44.  The church paid $60,000 to acquire the lot 

directly across Donahue Ferry, from which approximately 25 parking spaces were created.  In 

1985 the church installed a new steeple that remains today a distinguishing architectural 

feature of ―Church Hall,‖ now a men‘s residence hall for Louisiana College. 

 

     30)Ibid., 42; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 15-16; list compiled by Kathy Shea of 

church administrative and staff positions, 1984- 1998. 

 

     31)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 37, 44; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 12; author‘s 

conversation with Morton Henderson.   

 

     32)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 44; Cummings, “Names and Events,” 7, 9; author‘s 

conversation with Amye Beeson. 

 

     33)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 44. 

 

     34)Ibid.; Worship Service Bulletin, June 3, 1984.  After leaving Pineville, Rev. Baker 

became pastor of New Iberia‘s FUMC. 

 

 

7 Our Recent Past 

 

     1)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1984 and 1995.  At the 2003 Annual Conference, 

delegates voted to consolidate the nine districts within the Louisiana Conference into seven. 

The Ruston District was one of the two eliminated; charges within its jurisdiction were 

assigned to either the Shreveport or Monroe Districts.  For more information on the 

consolidation, see The Historical Register of the Louisiana Conference of The United 

Methodist Church, found online at http://www.iscuo.org/hr.htm. 

 

     2)Burton, Sharing and Becoming, 45; Worship Service Bulletins, September 21, 1986 and 

May 24, 1987.  The radio ministry continued for approximately three years. 

 

     3)List compiled by Kathy Shea of church administrative/staff positions, 1984- 1998; 

author‘s conservation with Art Baker.  Art spent the last year of World War II in the U.S. 

Army Air Corps, training state-side as a tail gunner on the B-29 ―flying fortress.‖  After the 

war he earned his seminary degree from Perkins School of Theology at SMU, whereupon he 

began a four-decades long ministry in Methodist pulpits across Louisiana until his retirement. 
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     4)Worship Service Bulletins, May 4, 1986; May 17 and November 29, 1987. 

 

     5)Cummings, “Names and Events,” 17. 

 

     6)Ibid. 

 

     7)Worship Service Bulletin, February 17, 1985.  In 1985, largely through the initiatives of 

Bob Goff, the church launched an ambitious and well coordinated ―visitation‖ program 

aimed at prospective and new members, as well as those who were ill or who could no longer 

attend services regularly. 

 

     8)Ibid., July 14, 1985 and July 19, 1995.  

      

     9)Ibid., May 8, 1987; Journal, Louisiana Conference, 1999- ―Memoirs,‖ 261.  Jovial by 

nature, Hunter Ross Harper acquired the nickname ―Jolly‖ at an early age.  He earned his 

undergraduate degree at Northwestern State University, a Master of Divinity degree from 

Perkins School of Theology, and years later, in recognition of his distinguished service as 

pastor in the Louisiana Conference, Centenary College awarded him an honorary Doctor of 

Divinity degree.  Jolly Harper died in July 1998 at the age of ninety-one. 

      

     10)List compiled by Kathy Shea of church administrative/staff positions, 1984- 1998; 

Worship Service Bulletin, September 18, 1994. 

 

     11)Worship Service Bulletin, June 26, 1994 announcing ―welcome reception‖ for John 

and Lisa Fugh. 

  

     12)Ibid., December 1, 1985; November 9, 1986; December 6, 1987; October 8, 1995.  The 

Shepherd Center, located on Jackson Street in Alexandria, is ecumenically supported by 

churches throughout Rapides Parish and provides food along with financial assistance to 

people in times of need. 

 

     13)Ibid., December 1, 1985 and May 7, 1995.  A listing and description of all institutions 

and agencies supported by the Louisiana Conference can be found online at http://www.la-

umc.org/orgs.htm.    

 

     14)―Dedication of Historical Marker‖ program bulletin,  on file in church office.  The 

marker has since been removed and transferred to the current church site on Monroe 

Highway. 
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     15)Extract of minutes from Charge Conference, FUMC, Pineville, November 16, 1992 

and copies of land sale and donation contracts, along with plat sketch of property, on file in 

church office.  Lots 17 and 18 were purchased from Rapides Habitat For Humanity, Inc. for 

$12,000; Southwood Development Corporation received a similar amount for Lots 19 and 

20.  The land donation from Norman and Lorraine Martin reflected a philanthropical 

generosity characteristic of previous gifts from the couple benefitting the entire Alexandria-

Pineville community. 

 

     16)Reflections (church‘s monthly newsletter), Vol. 4, #7 (July 1996); letter from William 

May to Rev. J. Roddy Taylor, Rev. Jon E. Tellifero, Jack Stehr, Hank Smart, and Joe Boyd, 

May 29, 1997 in ―Building‖ folder on file in church office.  The letter includes an extensive 

chronology and context on the various cost projections for the new church. 

 

     17)Possess the Land pamphlet produced by FUMC Pineville, on file in church office; 

Worship Service Bulletin, April 30, 1995. 

 

     18)Possess the Land pamphlet; ―Contract to Buy and Sell‖ (between Louisiana College 

and FUMC Pineville) dated April 9, 1997 on file in church office. 

 

     19)Possess the Land program, May 7, 1995; Worship Service Bulletins, May 7 and 21, 

1995.    

 

     20)Worship Service Bulletin, June 18, 1995. 

 

     21)Ibid., September 10 & 17 and October 1 & 8, 1995; author‘s conversations with 

Kermit Cummings, July 25, 2004 and Hank Smart, July 24, 2005. 

 

     22)Worship Service Bulletins, December 3 & 10, 1995 and February 11, 1996; 

Reflections, Vol. 4, #2 (March 1996); ―Contract to Buy and Sell‖ (with Attakapas Council, 

Inc.), December 19, 1995 and letter from J. Roddy Taylor to Pineville Mayor Fred Baden 

requesting city annexation, January 2, 1996 in ―Milmar Property‖ folder on file in church 

office. 

 

     23)Worship Service Bulletins, April 4 (―Maundy Thursday‖) and 21, 1996; Reflections, 

Vol. 4, #7 (July 1996); letter from William May to Rev. J. Roddy Taylor, April 7, 1997 in 

―Milmar Property‖ folder.  Letter from Jack Stehr and Hank Smart to Mr. Billy May, May 26, 

1997; letter from William May to Rev. J. Roddy Taylor, Rev. Jon E. Tellifero, Jack Stehr, 

Hank Smart, and Joe Boyd, May 29, 1997; ―Design Development Estimate Recap Sheet,‖ 

July 22, 1997 in ―Building‖ folder.  
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     24)Letter from William May to Rev. J. Roddy Taylor, March 10, 1998; ―Agreement 

Between Owner & Contractor, March 31, 1998; ―Notice to Proceed,‖ April 1, 1998; minutes 

from meeting of subcommittee of Building Steering Committee with Wayne Deloach (project 

manager, Skip Converse, Inc.), James Guillory (project architect, Ballard & Associates, Inc.), 

and William May, May 17, 1998 in ―Building‖ folder.  Ratcliff Construction Company, 

Tudor, Inc., and Westerchil Construction Company were the other local contractors 

submitting bids for construction of the church. 

      

     25)―The Conference Center for Spiritual Renewal‖ (undated brochure); Alexandria Daily 

Town Talk, February 1, 1997. 

 

     26)List compiled by Kathy Shea of administrative/staff positions, 1984- 1998. 

 

     27)Worship Service Bulletin, May 23, 1999; Reflections, Vol. 7, #6 (June 1999).  

Depending upon interpretation, the sanctuary at 2550 Monroe Highway could be considered 

the congregation‘s seventh house of worship.  Upon the move to the site at College 

Boulevard and Donahue Ferry in 1952, members worshiped for eight years in what became 

the educational and classroom annex following completion of a ―new‖ sanctuary on the 

property in 1960. 

 

     28)The Official Membership and Church Record, on file in church office; Reflections, 

Vol. 7, #6 (June 1999); Worship Service Bulletin, October 3, 1999. 

 

     29)The Official Membership and Church Record; Worship Service Bulletin, September 7, 

2003; ―A Service For the Consecration For the Family Life Center of First United Methodist 

Church, Pineville,‖(program) on file in church office.  A special ―groundbreaking‖ ceremony 

for construction of the Family Life Center was observed on August 25, 2002.  Following 

completion, Bishop William Hutchinson presided over the facility‘s consecration service on 

September 7, 2003.  

 

     30)Journal, Louisiana Conference, 2002- ―Appointments.‖ 

 

     31)Ibid., 2004- ―Appointments.‖ 
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